The "Order of the Day" statement as issued to the soldiers, sailors 
and airmen of the Allied Expeditionary Force on June 6, 1944 



5 UPREME H EADQ U A RTE RS 
A LLIE D EXPEDITI ONARV FORCE 




Soldier^ S:iilor$ and Airmen of the Allied Espcditirinary Force! 

You are about to embark upon the Great Crusade, toward 
which wc Imvc striven lEitsc many months. The eyes of 
the world arc upon you, The hopes and prayers of liberty- 
loving; people everywhere march with you. In company with 
our brave Allies and brothers-] n-arms on gthcr Fronts, 
you will bring about the destruction oi [be German war 
machine, the ulimin jcion (if Nazi tyranny over the oppressed 
people of ftnnjpe p and security for ourselves Lji a free 
world. 

Your task u ill not be am easy one. Your enemy is well 
trained, well equipped and battle-hardened, l ie will 
fight savagely. 

But this is rhe y*ar 1944. I Much has happened si nee the 
Naii triumphs of 194041. The United Nations have in- 
flated ypuEi the Germans great defeats, in open battle^ 
man-tc-imn. Our air offensive has seriously reduced 
their strength in the air and their capacity to wage 
war on the ground. Our Home Fronts have given u$ tin 
overwhelming superiority in weapons and muni [ions of 
war. and placed at our disposal great reserves of trained 
fighting men. The tid-c has turned ! Tin: fret men qf the 
world are marching together to Victory 1 

T have full confidence in your courage, devotion to duty 
and skill in battle We will accept nothing less than 
full Victory 1 

Good Luck ! And Jet us all beseech che Messing of Al- 
mighty God upon this great and noble undertaking. 



In Case of the Failure of the D-Day Operation 

Following the decision for the cross channel invasion, Eisenhower 
wrote a press release on a pad of paper, to be used if necessary. The 
handwritten message by General Eisenhower, the In Case of Failure 
message is mistakenly dated "July" 5 instead of "June" 5. 
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THE PRESIDENT welcomed Mr, Churchill and the British Chiefs of 
Staff. He recalled that it was less than a year ago when they had 
all met in the White House* and had set on foot the moves leading up 
to TORCH* It was. very appropriate that they should meet a^ffiti just 
as that operation was coming to a satisfactory conclusion. The meeting 
at Casablanca had set on foot operation HUSK Y , and he hoped that this 
would meet with similar good fortune* He thought that the keynote 
of our plans at the present time should be an Intention to employ 
every resource of tten and munitions against the enemy* Nothing that 
could be brought to bear should he allowed to stand idle. 

He then asked the Prirce Minister to open the discussion. 

THE PRIME MINISTER recalled the striking change which had taken 
place in the situation since he had last sat by the President's desk, 
and had heard the news of the faJl of Tobruk. He could never forget 
the manner in which the President had sustained him at that time, and 
the Shermans which had been handed over so generously had made their 
reputation in Africa- The British came to the present meeting adhering 
to the Casablanca decisions. There might have to be adjustments made 
necessary by our success, which also enabled us to take a longer forward 
view. TORCH was over, HUSKY was near, what should come next? fie would 
put forward some views which had been formed by careful study, These 
would not be in the shape of fixed p.1 ans , but rather of S.dcas for the 
common stock* We had been able by taking thought together to produce 
a succession of brilliant events which had altered the whole course of 
the war. We had the authority and prestige of victory.. It was our 
duty to redouble our ef forts Y and to grasp the fruits of our success, 
The only questions outstanding between the two Staffs were questions 
of emphasis and priority. He feH sure that these could be solved by 
mutual agreement . 

He did not propose to deal with the U-boat war, and the aerial 
bombardment of Germany. There were no differences of opinion on these 
subjects, though there might bo a few points of detail to be cleared 
up between the two Staffs- He would like to put forward for consider a- 
tion a number of objectives, and questions which might focus subsequent 
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study. The first objective was in the Mediterranean. The great prize 
there was to get Italy out of the war by whatever means might be the 
best. He recalled how in 1918, when Germany might have retreated 
to the Mouse or the Rhine and continued the fight, the defection of 
Bulgaria brought the whole of the enemy structure crashing to the 
ground. The collapse of Italy would cause a ohiJl of lone 1 incss over 
the German people, and might be the beginning of their doom, But even 
if not immediately fatal to Germany, the effects of Italy coming out 
of the war would be very great, first of all on Turkey p who had always 
measured herself with Italy in the Mediterranean. The moment would 
come when a Joint Amer ican-Eus s ian -Br it ish request might be made to 
Turkey for permission to use bases in her territory from which to bomb 
Ploesti and clear the Aegean. Such a request couJd hardly fail to be 
successful if Italy wre out of the war, and the moment were chosen 
when Germany could take no powerful action against Turkey. Another 
great effect of the elimination of Italy would be felt in the Balkans p 
where patriots- of various nationalities were with difficulty held in 
Check by .large Axis forces, which included 25 or more Italian Divisions. 
If these withdrew, the effect would be either that Germany would have 
to give up the Balkans, or else that she would have to withdraw large 
forces from the Russian Front to fill the gap- In no other way could 
relief be given to the Russian Front on so large a scale this year. 
The third effect would be the elimination of the Italian fleet. This 
would immediately release a considerable British squadron of battle- 
ships and aircraft carriers to proceed either to the Bay of Bengal or 
the Pacific to fight Japan* 

Certain questions presented themselves in relation to the Mediter- 
ranean, Need we invade the soil of Italy, or oould we crush her by 
air attack? Would Germany defend Italy? Would Italy be an economic 
burden to us? He did not think so. Would arguments against a general 
conquest of Italy apply equally against a toe and heel operation to 
establish contact with Yugoslavia? Finally, there was a large political 
question for the British and United States Governments. What sort of 
life after the war should we be willing to accord to Italy if she placed 
herself unreservedly in our hands? He might observe that if ItaJy made 
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a separate peace, we should have the use of Sardinia and the Dodecanese 
without having to fight for them, 

The second objective was the taking of weight off Russia. He was 
much impressed by Stalin's attitude, in spite of the stopping of the 
Arctic convoys. For the first time, in his recent speech, Stalin had 
acknowledged the efforts and victories of his Allies. But we should 
never forget that there were IBS German Divisions on the Fussian Front. 
We had destroyed the German Army in Africa, but soon we would not be 
in contact with them anywhere. The Russian effort was prodigious, and 
placed us in their debt - a position from which he would like to emerge 
As he han already mentioned, the best way of taking the weight off the 
Russian Front in 1943 would be to get, or knock, Italy out of the war, 
thus forcing the Germans to .send a large number of troops to hold down 
the Balkans. 

The third objective had already been mentioned by the President 
in his opening remarks. It was to apply to the greatest possible extent 
our vast Armies, Air forces, and munitions to the enemy. All plans 
should be judged by this test. We had a large Army, and the Metropol- 
itan Fighter Air Force in Great Britain. We had our finest and most 
experienced troops in the Mediterranean. The British alone had 13 
Divisions in that theater. Supposing that HUSKY were completed by the 
end of August, what should these troops do between that time and the 
date 7 or 8 months later, when the cross-Channel operation might first 
be mounted? They could not possibly stand idle, and he could not contem- 
plate so long a period of apparent inaction. It would have n serious 
effect on relations with Russia, who was bearing such a disproportionate 
weight . 

The objectives he had so far mentioned all led up to BOLERO, 
SLEDGEHAMMER, and ROIWDVF. By BOLERO, he meant the administration 
arrangements necessary for the movement and reception of large American 
forces in the United Kingdom, He could not pretend that the problem 
of landing on the Channel coast had been solved. The difficult beaches, 
with the great rise and fall of tide, the strength of the enemy's de- 
fenses, the number of his reserves, and the ease of his communications, 
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all made the task one which must not be underrated. Much, however, 
would be learned from HUSKY. The question arose whether anything could 
be done this year before the weather broke in August or September. All 
the British landing craft had gone from the United Kingdom to HUSKY, 
and owing to priority having been rightly given to SICKLE, only one 
U. S. Division was so far available in the United Kingdom, Never- 
theless, plans were being made for an operation to provoke an air 
battle, and we were standing ready to exploit a German collapse, should 
this by any chance take place. He wished to make it absolutely clear 
that II. M. Government earnestly desired to undertake a full-scale in- 
vasion of the Continent from the United Kingdom as soon as possible, 
They certainly did not disdain the idea if a plan offering reasonable 
prospects of success could be made. 



The fifth objective was aid to China. As a result of Casablanca, 
Field Marshal Wave 11 had prepared the best plan he could for operation 
AHAKIM, and he thought that it had some prospect of success. The diffi- 
culties of fighting in Burma were apparent. The jungle prevented the 
use of our modern weapons. The monsoon strictly limited the length of 
the campaigning season, and there was no means of bringing sea power 
to bear. Should, however, AXAKIM be successfully carried out, he was 
advised that it would not be till 1945 that the Burma Eoad could be 
reopened, and even then its capacity would not be more than 20,000 tons 
a month. Nevertheless, he had not gone back on the status of ANAKIM. 
He attached the same degree of importance as before to activity in the 
Indian Ocean theater of war. Was there any means by which China could 
be helped in 1943 other than the air route? How could this be improved? 
The British readily shouldered their responsibility to establish and 
guard the air facilities required in Assam. If further study showed 
that it would be better to by-pass Burma, he was anxious that another 
mCans 5h ° uld be found of utilizing the large forces standing in India. 
He thought that this alternative might well be found in an operation 
against the tip of Sumatra and the waist of Malaya at Penang. He was 
most anxious that we should find in that theater some means of making 
use of those advantages which had been so valuable in TORCH, In that 
operation, sea power had played its full part; complete surprise had 
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been possible; we had been able to seize a territory of importance 
v.'h i eh not only brought in a slew Army on onr side, but forced the enemy 
to fight in a place most disadvantageous to him. These conditions 
might apply to an attack on the area he had described* The fleet to 
cover the operation would co^fio from the Mediter ranerzn after the elimina- 
tion of Italy. This meant that the operation could not be launched! 
before March h 1944, which would p however, be a suitable moment from 
the point of view of weather. 

He felt that the time had now c: ome to study the long;- term plan 
for the defeat of Japan. He would .like once more to state the British 
determination to carry the struggle home to Japan* The onJy question 
was how best to do it- He thought that the United States Chiefs of 
Si riff should Eend in a joint study, on Lbe ns5ar.pt i qp. that Cerimmy 
would be out of the war in 1044 r and that we could concentrate on the 
great campaign against Japan in 1945, If the underlying strategic 
conception was agreed Y then operations could be planned to fit in, and 
the requisite specialized apparatus could be got ready in time, 

If p of course h Russia could be brought in against Japan H that 
would prove the best solution of all* Stalin had shown plain indica- 
tions that Eussin ivould want to be in at the death , but the t lining of 
Russian action must obviously depend upon ^hat happened to Hitler, 
and when . 

In conclusion, the Prime Minister said that he hoped his remarks 
would be of use in f rattling an Agenda for Combined Chiefs of Staff 
Conferences p and would be some guide as to t Ete emphasis and priorities 
which should be assigned to the various theaters of operation as well 
as to their relat ionship and reciprocal reactions. 

THE FRESIDE I WT expressed his gratitude to the Prime Minister for 
the open manner in which he had presented his views* He said that the 
Combined Staffs must approach their problems with open minds, giving full 
consideration to the priorities and relative importance of the many 
problems which they would consider i.n the course of the conferences. 
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aC.S. 304 10 August 1943 

COMBINED CHIEFS OF STAFF 

WAR CABINET 
CHIEFS OF STAFF COMMITTEE 
OPERATION "OVERLORD" — OUTLINE PLAN 

Covering Note by the British Chiefs of Staff 

1. We have examined carefuly the outline plan for operation OVERLORD 
which General Morgan has submitted. We have the following observations: — 

a + It will be observed that General Morgan lays down three main con- 
ditions which must be created if the operation is to have a reasonable pros- 
pect of success. These are: — 

(1) There must be an overall reduction in the' strength of the German 
Fighter forces between now and the time of the assault. 

(2) German reserves in France and the Low Countries as a whole, 
excluding Divisions holding the coast, G.A.F. divisions, and training 
divisions, should not exceed on the day of the assault 12 full strength, 
first quality, divisions. In addition, the Germans should not be able to 
transfer more than 15 first quality divisions from Russia during the ftrst 
two months. 

(3) The problem of beach maintenance over a prolonged period in 
the Channel must be overcome. 

We entirely agree with General Morgan that these conditions are essen- 
tial, and we shall have certain proposals to make during the QUADRANT 
discussions with a view to their fulfillment. 

h+ The annexed table (Annex "A") shows: — 

(1) The Allied rate of build-up as planned by General Morgan, 

(2) The maximum rate of German build-up which General Morgan 
considers acceptable. 
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From this table it will be seen that our margin of superiority over the 
maximum acceptable rate of German build-up, particularly during the first 
two critical clays, is smalL Moreover, the figures in the Table do not suffi- 
ciently reflect the handicap under which our newly-landed divisions must 
suffer when engaging the enemy's divisions which have all along been estab- 
lished on land. We think it important, therefore, that the scale of German 
reserves should be reduced by some means below the maximum specified by 
General Morgan in his second condition. Otherwise, the operation may not 
succeed. 

c. We think the general rate of advance planned by General Morgan is 
optimistic. Recent experience in Sicily shows that if the enemy is resisting 
fiercely, and if the country lends itself to defense, the advance is bound to 
be slow. The country south of the Caen beaches is in many respects admir- 
able for delaying actions, We think that this part of General Morgan's plan 
should be carefully re-examined, 

2. Subject to the above observations, we recommend that the Combined 
Chiefs of Staff should approve General Morgan's outline plan and authorize 
him to proceed with detailed planning, and with full preparations. We gave 
instructions to this effect before leaving England, in order that no time should 
be lost, and we ask the Combined Chiefs of Staff to endorse our action. 

r 

i 

S. S. QUEEN MARY, 
WTH AUGUST, 1943. 
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C.O.S.S.A.C. (43) 28. 

ANNEX B 
OPERATION "OVERLORD." 

■ 

The Secretary, 

Chiefs of Staff Committee, 

Offices of the War Cabinet, i5th July, 1943 

1. In my original Directive (C.O.S. (43) 215 (O) ) I was charged with the 
duty of preparing a plan for a full scale assault against the Continent in 1944 
as early as possible. 

2. This part of my Directive was subsequently amplified (see C.O.S. (43) 
113th Meeting (O) , Item 4) , in that I was ordered to submit an outline plan for 
an assault, with certain specified forces, on a target date the 1st May, 1944, 
to secure a lodgement on the Continent from which further offensive operations 
can be carried out. It was indicated to me, in the course of this amplification, 
that the lodgement area should include ports that, suitably developed, could be 
used by ocean-going ships for the build-up of the initial assault forces from the 
United Kingdom, and for their further build-up with additional divisions and 
supporting units that might be shipped from the United States or elsewhere. 

3. I have the honour now to report that, in my opinion, it is possible to 
undertake the operation described, on or about the target date named, with the 
sea, land and air forces specified, given a certain set of circumstances in 
existence at that time. 

4. These governing circumstances are partly within our direct control and 
partly without. Those within our control relate first to the problem of beach 
maintenance, and secondly to the supply of shipping, naval landing craft and 
transport aircraft. Wherever we may attempt to land, and however many ports 
we capture, wc cannot escape the fact that we shall be forced to maintain a high 
proportion of our forces over the beaches for the first two or three months while 
port facilities arc being restored; and that, in view of the variability of the 
weather in the Channel, this will not be feasible unless we are able rapidly to im- 
provise sheltered anchorages off the beaches. New methods of overcoming this 
problem are now being examined. There is no reason to suppose that these 
methods will be ineffective, but I feel it my duty to point out that this operation 
is not to be contemplated unless this problem of prolonged cross -beach main- 
tenance and the provision of artificial anchorages shall have been solved. 
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5. As regards the supply of shipping, naval landing craft and transport 
aircraft, increased resources in these would permit of the elaboration of alter- 
native plans designed to meet more than one set of extraneous conditions, 
whereas the state of provision herein taken into account dictates the adoption 
of one course only, or none at alL In proportion as additional shipping, landing 
craft and transport aircraft can be made available, so the chances of success 
in the operation will be increased. It seems feasible to contemplate additions 
as a result either of stepped-up production, of strategical re-allotrnent or, in 
the last resort, of postponement of the date of assault. 

6 I have come to the conclusion that, in view of the limitations in resources 
imposed by my directives, we may be assured of a reasonable chance of success 
on the 1st May, 1944, only if we concentrate our efforts on an assault across the 
Norman beaches about Bayeux. 

7, As regards circumstances that we can control only indirectly, it is, in 
my opinion, necessary to stipulate that the state of affairs existing at the time, 
both on land in France and in the air above it, shall be such as to render the 
assault as little hazardous as may be so far as it is humanly possible to calculate. 
The essential discrepancy in value between the enemy's troops, highly organ- 
ised, armed and battle -trained, who await us in their much vaunted impreg- 
nable defences, and our troops, who must of necessity launch their assault at 
the end of a cross -Channel voyage with all its attendant risks, must be reduced 
to the narrowest possible margin, Though much can be done to this end by 
the means available and likely to become available to us in the United Kingdom 
to influence these factors, v/e are largely dependent upon events that will 
take place on other war fronts, principally on the Russian front, between now 
and the date of the assault, 

8, I therefore suggest to the Chiefs of Staff that it is necessary, if my plan 
be approved, to adopt the outlook that Operation 1 'Overlord" is even now in 
progress, and to take all possible steps to see that all agencies that can be 
brought to bear are, from now on, co-ordinated in their action as herein below 
described, so as to bring about the state of affairs that we v/ould have exist on 
the chosen day of assault. 

9, Finally, T venture to draw attention to the danger of making direct 
comparisons between operation "Husky" and operation ''Overlord/* No doubt 
the experience now being gained in the Mediterranean will prove invaluable 
when the detailed planning stage for "Overlord" is reached, but viewed as a 
whole the two operations could hardly be more dissimilar. In "Husky t " the 
bases of an extended continental coastline were used for a converging assault 
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against an island, whereas in "Overlord" it is necessary to launch an assault 
from an island against an extended continental mainland coastline. Further- 
more, while in the Mediterranean the tidal range is negligible and the weather 
reasonably reliable, in the English Channel the tidal range is considerable and 
the weather capricious. 

10. Attached hereto are papers setting forth the plan that I recommend 
for adoption. 

F. E. MORGAN, Lieuimant-General, 
Chief of Staff to the Supreme Commander (Designate) . 

H.Q., C&S.S.A.C, . 
Norfolk House, 

. James's Square, S.W. 1. 
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MAP NO. 2 



GEO- TOPOGRAPHICAL AND AIRFIELD 

(For use in selecting sites for rapid airfield construction) 
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AIRFIELD LEGEND 

• AIRFIELD {Runways and /or Full Facililiesj 
C LANDING GROUND (Limited Facilities) 
O E.L-G. (Emergency use only) 
X SITE [Former Airfield, Landing Ground or E.L.G.} 



NOTE: Airfields, LGs. and E.LGs. in 
GERMANY are NOT shown 



COLORS (horizontal) refer to density of possible sites in an 
area, judged on levelness and closeness of country. 
LINE AND DOT PATTERNS (vertical) refer to soil types 
which govern permeability and drainage. 

Granular Soils Loam Soils Clay Soils Marsh, ere 




1 




Harry Butcher, Naval Aid to General Eisenhower Diary Entry 
October 1, 1943 



October 5* 1943* 



A-831 





























1 










m 

Ha 




— 


tn 








ft 


■i 

O- 




i 


O 
D 






CN 






r-i 




O 






o 






O 






Q 





Algiers, Tuesday p October 5* 1943 -- The last time I dictated for the 
diary was September 25 at Amilcar. On less than a half hour 1 a notice 1 was 
aboard a plane with Beetle m route to Algiers to be Ike's representative to 
meet the Secretary of the Navy, Colonel Knox, He arrived in Algiers Monday morn- 
ing and was the house guest of Admiral Hall. 1 attepded dinner there that evening 
and the next evening accompanied the Secretary and hig party aboard H.M,S. Euryalius 
for Bi^erte, Unfavorable weather for flying meant taking to the cruiser which the 
Secretary regarded with a somewhat skeptical eye, because while on a recent trip 
to Scape Flow he had become violently seasick. The Mediterranean was still rol- 
ling front a heavy atom. 

We elianged frcto the cruiser to the Secretary's C-1|7 & t Bizerte, flew to 
Palermo v.-here the party was met by Admiral Hewitt whose conmend ship, the Accon , 
was in the harbor, and by General Pattern* 'ffe proceeded that evening to the Gulf 
of Salerno* Admiral Hewitt* the Secretary and his aide. Captain *pop* Perry aboard 
the U*S*5* Nicholson * and captains Leland Lovetta t von Heimburg of Admiral Hall f a 
staff, and I. aboard the U.5,5* M^yo, 



'Hi 



Both the destroyers had bean recalled from Salerno where they had aided 
in the landings and since had been on escort and patrol duty. The l^aya had ■ erne lied* 
a eub en route to Palermo and had dropped all its depth charges but had no proof of 
a kill* However t an American 4 »o tro^ai* , the Skill , had bean torpedoed and sunk in 



The Secretary's party went ashore at Salerno where we wwre met by General 



where the Secretary could see the effect of naval gunfire as well as of bombings* 
The town was well beaten up* Later the Secretary told ma his only regret was that 
General Clark had not taken him closer to the front. The X Corps had just broken 
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through the defiles and occupied high ground and were passing to the northward of 
Vesuvius , while Rangers and CornDandoes were following the coast road toward Naples 
south and B&st of Vesu vitas. 





We lunched aboard the British command ship "Hileary" formerly in service 
on the Amazon river, one of the few remaining coal burners* 

Went to the Isle of Oapri on PT boats and spent a couple of pleasant 

■ 

hours. The island seems untouched by war. Like all American tourists I bought 
liberally of the usual ware 3. V,"e were guests of Admiral Morse, R»N. t formerly 
port comnander at Algiers. His billet was the Villa of Edda Ciano, daughter of 
Mussolini. It was said that she and h«r children spend taeir emanera at this 
villa. It wea magnificent, particularly her bedroom which had a bed 8 ft, wide. 
Her bath was tiled with modern copies of old Room porcelain showing all of the 
fish the sea. I thought it hidefoua but tie remainder of the house and its 
furnishings was moat attractive. 




Captain von Heimburg and I separated from the party and engaged a 
driver with horse and buggy \-> take ua the mile or so tu the port. The deo trovers 
put us In at Palermo Friday morning, October 1, The Secretary's C-itf took us to 
El Aouina where I had arranged for the Secretary and party to lunch with Ike. J 
was burning with desire to tell Ike the big, if disappointing news disclosed to 
me by Col. Knotxi it was true General Marshall had been named supreme commander 
and it was •probable- that Ike would be recalled to Washington to be Chief of 
Staff of the U, S. Army. 

I had expected to atay at Ami 1 car but as Ike had General Alexander and 
aide, Sir Rupert Clark as house guests, he had given away my room. So be sug- 
gested I continue with the Secretary's party back to Algiers to make certain that 
all courtesies were rendered him. I got the Secretary off en rsute to America 

at 8 o'clock Saturday morning with an Army fife and drum corps playing everything 
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except »An£hors Aweigh* and the; would have played this if they had th# 

4 

necessary instruments* 

The Secretary had a press conference shortly after Ma return to 
Algiers in which he spoke highly of the henefits of cooperation and coordination 
in the Allied Coinmand hut I don 1 1 think there was enough new in it to impress 
the newspapermen. I also arranged for Army Pictorial Service to develop the film 
of the sailor-photographer who accompanied the party and for radio- transmission 
to U»Sp The Secretary said during the press conference he had heard the sound of 
battle while at Salerno but I am afraid I missed those sound 4. While flying from 
Tunis to Algiers we sew a burning vessel off Philippeville which I later learned 
had been torpedoed. /" vV 

Aa Donald Nelson, the ^ar Production chief was arriving with a special 
letter from the President to Ike, ngr next orders wore to render honors to him 
and to arrange for his meeting with Ike. It worked out that Ike returned frcd 
Ami 1 ear Monday forenoon* October 4th and Donald Nelson p as well as his travelling 
ecwipanion, JimLandis p one- time security Exchange Commissioner p Dean of the Law 
School at harvard and Civilian Defense Administrator, 

Nelson was optimistic of an early end of the war. He said Inform t ion 
given him in England showed that morale of German civilians was very low because 
of the concentrated bombings of their cities and industrial plants * He said there 
had been one stretch of six days of good weather during which Germany £ot hell 

■ 

from the air* There was so mm eh t-jrxaoil within the country that if weather had 
permitted continuation of the bombings two more days the Germans would have given 
in. Both Ike and I counselled t;iat this was over-optl ?dstic ; that our troops are 
in contact with the German soldiers and we will be the first to kn-iw when morale 
really has cracked, although it ie possible the German home front ney become very 

wobbly. However, Judging from all the information to have taHea frm prisoners, 
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the Germans are still living in a world of their own. created by their propaganda. 

■ 

Nelson was en route to Moscow to confer on production matters. Landis is going to 

m 

Cairo to be the American opposite number tc Minister Robert Casey. 

Lord Louis was passing through en route to his new theater with directive 
to right the Japs in Burma and Sumatra and other places in that are* which will 
require sane study of the map. 

He had spent Sunday evening with Ike at Amilear after a hectic series of 
misadventures by arriving at the wrong airdrome, causing Ike to drive three and a 
half hour a from one place to another trying to locate hi a guest. 

A*" 

Whan Ike mentioned to Lord Louis that Secretary Knox had told him of 
General vlarshall's Appointment and baa indicated that Ike would be recalled to 
Washington, Lord Louis then lf let down his hair M . He aaiu he bed been cautioned 
by the r r ime Minister not to raise with Ike the question of the naw command set- 
up but since the American Secretary of the iavy had already disclosed it, he could 
tell his story. This was to the effect that Harry Hopkins had in si a ted that General 
Marshall be the supreme commander for the cross channel operation even after it had 
been tacitly agreed that *ir .-.ian Brooke, the G.I,G.S* would be "it" and had in 
fact worked two or three months on the plan* Nevertheless the British had ac- 
ceedod through Marry Hopkins influence on the ^resident, although they felt badly 
hurt, Semaing this situation Hopkins had offered the Allied Command in the Mediter- 
ranean to the British — apparently having in mind that Ike would be complimented 
by some other offer, presumably that of Chief of Staff, 

Ike would much prefer to stay in the Mediterranean and pursue the Germans 
in Italy hoping to engage their twenty divisions in a major "Battle of the Fo M about 
Christmas when we will have moved past daitie ana created a buildup preparatory 
to the major battle. Lord Louis had said that in order not to make Ike f s change of 
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command appear degrading it was to be announced shortly after sonie outstanding 
victory. It could :iaye happened after Naples but now, according to Lord Louis, 
would be upon capture Rome, 

Ike has absolutely no official informeti ;n as to his future. Today he 
sent Beetle back to Washington with General Spaatz to consult on official natters 
but naturally hoped that Beetle would find the ley of the land. 77e received 
yesterday clippings from America reflecting the tensest which was raised when the 
Army and Wavy Journal said that General Marshal 1 wag being kicked upstairs because 
of powerful interests. Just what is meant by the latter we can*t figure, although 
the stories indicate a suspicion that Harry Hopkins and a New Deal clique are 
seeking to have appointed a new Chief of Staff who will utilize the 7,'ar Depart- 
ment with its 12 billi^i dollars in contracts to aid in the President's election 

■ 

next year* This is the "opposition press* talking but such distraction makee no 

* 

contribution to the winning of the war. 

We have tried to figure just what the President will do with Ike under 
the new set up. The job of Chief of staff does not appeal to Ike and he be- 
lieves he would be a failure in it because he is not a politician, I have told 
him he w.iuld be either the best or the worst Chief of Staff the kmjy ever had. 
His forthrightness and abonri.net ion of politics could m&ke him so respected even 
by politicians that he would be a great success. On the other hand he does not 
have the patience and diplomacy which made General Marshall such a success in it. 
Ike would prefer mostof all to remain Allied Gomaandsr in the Mediterranean and 
to exploit our victory because there is a real probability that with bombing from 
our forward airfields and coordinated efforts in this area we can contribute im- 
measurably to an early end of the war. He wants to remain a field commander. He 
has suggested to Beetle that if the quest! an is raised at home — and Beetle is- 

not to raise it — Beetle is to express his opinion that if Ike is to be supplanted 
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by a Britisher In this Allied Command, then he mould much prefer to have caonand 
of an America grout of armies under General Marshall in the cross channel push. 

flleaatizae our Intelligence indicates that with the Russians keeping red 
hot after the Ge rutins, our victory in the Mediterranean and the heavy bcsflbing 
of German cities, the Germaue flaay be forced to withdrew from France f In which 
event the cross ctiannel attack would he Barely to occupy France and to pursue the 
enemy into Germany* I a other wo Ma* the great plum which General Marshall has 
been given may not be as at tractive as it seems t particularly if the war is \ 
practical ly won before General Marshall gets on the job in Europe, 

On Wednesday* September 29 Ike and staff conferred with Badoglio and 
party ab^rd kelson in Valletta Harbor at ;£alta, Ike specified Malta as 

the meeting place because he wanted the Italians to see the damage they had 
caused. Bob Murphy kept notes on the meeting which I am inserting in the diary. 

General MacFarlan© cabled a siuanery of an interview given the press by 

Badoglio in Italy on October 2> 

■Following is sumBary press interview Badoglio somewhere in Italy today* 
Badoglio began express pleasure his first interview press coincided Anglo- 
American victory Naples. Said delighted Italy who was traditionally friend 
Britain America once again on right road, Recalled British Americans figl±ug 

alongside Italians against Geranans last war and expressed conviction their 
cooperation now would produce same result* 

•Replying question how did Kuseolini fall, Badoglio confirmed this was 
brcught about by action Fascist Grand Council at meeting July 2^* Vote inciting 
MUasoiihi resign was sponsored by Grandi, Gieno, Bottaiad carried by 19 vet ea 
to 5 af ter violent debate* Mussolini reported result next day to King who 
ordered Badoglio to take over government* Mussolini was taken into protective 
custody for his own safety and wrote letter thanking Badoglio, 

■Badoglio likened fall Fascism to thst of over-ripe pear. Said during 
last few months anti-Fascist talk becsaa open and nothing done prevent it. 
Nobody put up fight to save Fascism and not one Fascist badge seen day after 
Mussolini's fall. Greet est rejoicing streets Rome end all Italian cities* 
About same time rumor circulated Rome, Hitler assassinated, whereupon German 
soldiers went mad with joy embracing population and tearing down Hitler 1 a 
picture, Genn*n reaction fall Mussolini was send raany divisions Italy and 
requisition petrol coalatocks. Possible their intention said Badcglio was 
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clearly to throttle Italy * 




■Regarding last meeting Hitler, Mussolini, Badoglio said Mussolini's 
intention tell Hitler Italy could not continue war but Hitler talked two 
hours without stop and Mussolini lacked courage interrupt. 

■Mussolini now in GcriBany, wrote recently to sister saying he was 
taking to religion, 

•Replying question how he aid Royal Family left Ram , Badoglio said 
party left moraine September 9 several motor cars without attempt concealment 
passing German armored division on road as Italian German tioops then fighting 
outskirts Rcme, Party embarked on Italian cruiser at Italian port and were 
taken to Southern Italy, 

*ln conclusion Badoglio stated that aa soon as government returned 
Rome he intended give it widest political basis* Badoglio added he intended 
to retain 3 Bervie (?) Ministers at present with him, namely General Ambrosio, 
Admiral De Boor ten and General Sandalli* >v 



'Badoglio dressed loose fitting khaki colonial unifonn with 4 a tart; 
4 brown ribbons, received journalists terrace villa. Hi a simplicity, friendli 
ness and willingness answer questions made excellent impression," 
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C g 410 25 November 1943 

COMBINED CHIEFS OF STAFF 
THE EFFECT OF WEATHER ON OPERATION "OVERLORD" 
Memorandum by the British Chiefs of Staff 

1. The following examination has been made regarding the limitations 
imposed by weatheT conditions on the postponement of Operation OVERLORD. 

2. Suitable weather conditions are required for two phases of the operation, 
firstly, the assault for which a four-day fine weather period is required; 
secondly, the maintenance and build-up period for which suitable weather for 
a decreasing degree of beach maintenance is required for about three months. 

THE ASSAULT 

3. In order to launch the assault a quiet spell of four clays with winds of 
force 3 or less is desirable. Over ten consecutive years there were quiet spells 
for four or more consecutive days on the following number of occasions: 

April 18 times 

May 21 times 

June 19 times 

July 16 times 

August 23 times 

September 17 limes 

October 14 times 

It will be seen that there is no serious deterioration in the chances of launching 
the assault between the months of May and September with the exception of 
July, where the incidence of a fine spell is only slightly less than in the month 
of June. It is therefore considered that, purely from the assault, aspect, the 
operation could be postponed up to the month of September. 

4. For tidal reasons the assault is limited in each lunar month to two 
periods of five or six days, which occur at times of full and new moon. The air 
lift can only be carried out in the full moon period. It therefore follows that 
if the full moon period is missed on account of the weather conditions being 
unsuitable, the assault must be postponed for 24 days. By sacrificing the air 
lift this postponement could be reduced to ID days. 
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AIR FACTORS AFFECTING THE ASSAULT 

5. a. For fully effective operation of air forces the following conditions 
must be satisfied: 

Night Day 
Minimum horizontal visibility 5 miles 5 miles 

Minimum cloud base above ground level 3,000 feet 11,500 feet 

Maximum cloud 6 / 10 J; 0 / 10 , ... . 

Maximum wind at ground level 20 m.p.h. 20 m p h. (if air- 

borne forces are used 

by day) 

Minimum moon 5 days each side of full. 

Moon 20 above horizon. 

b li high level bombing is abandoned, the cloud conditions by day are 
then limited by the requirements of the fighter cover over shipping and 
beaches. These are 10/10 at not less than 5,000 feet. 

c The chances of obtaining these conditions are not yet available, but 
it is evident that thev will lengthen the odds against launching the assault 
to some extent, although settled summer weather suitable for the landing 
will most probably be suitable for the air operations. 

MAINTENANCE AND BUILD-UP PERIOD 

6 COSSAC has stated that, making full use of every captured port, large 
and small 18 divisions must be maintained over the beaches during the fust 
month of the operations, 12 divisions during the second month, and a number 
rapidly diminishing to nil during the third month. It is believed that the use 
oi MULBERRIES will approximately halve this commitment for beach main- 
tenance Therefore, during this period there will be at first a considerable, and 
later a gradually dwindling dependence on fine weather conditions, n 
assessing suitable weather for carrying out beach maintenance any day with 
wind of not more than Force 3 on shore and not more than Force 4 off she e 
has been accepted. In the OVERLORD area the average number of suitable 
days per month is as follows: 

21 




May 23 

June 25 

July 2 ^ 

August 24 Vt 
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September 23 Vz 

October 13 Va 

November 20 

December 20 
It is apparent from the above figures that a marked deterioration does not 
occur until October. Although the months of October, November, and Decem- 
ber appear to provide a reasonable number of quiet days, it is considered that 
this proportion cannot be fully relied on owing to the severe weather which 
may occur during unsuitable days* thereby producing conditions of sea or 
swell which will render beach maintenance impracticable on the subsequent 
quiet day or days. 

7, It is impossible to calculate what loss in expectation of suitable main- 
tenance days can be accepted by CQSSAC during the second and third months 
of the beach maintenance period without a very intimate knowledge of his 
maintenance and build-up plan; but it would appear that weather should be 
suitable for sufficient beach maintenance at least up to the end of September 
and possibly, in view of the dwindling commitment in this respect, up to the 
middle or end of October. 

CONCLUSION 

R. It is not possible to submit a firm recommendation on this subject, but 
from the limited facts available for this brief examination, there does not 
appear to be any overriding reason why the assault could not be carried out 
up to about the middle of July. 

9. This means that the target date should be in the middle of June to 
allow for a postponement of 24 days in case weather conditions are unsuitable. 



10. Thus if the target date is mid -June and the air lift is not sacrificed, only 
two periods of four or five days when Moon and Tide conditions are suitable 
will occur in 1944; and these must coincide with a four day spell of fine weather. 
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CCS. 424 5 December 1943 

COMBINED CHIEFS OF STAFF 
AMPHIBIOUS OPERATION AGAINST THE SOUTH OF FRANCE 

Note by the Secretaries 

The enclosure is a ft: port, by the Combined Staff Planners prepared 
with the collaboration of the Combined Administrative Committee. 

H. REDMAN, 
F. B. ROYAL, 
Combined Secretariat, 

ENCLOSURE 

AMPHIBIOUS OPERATION AGAINST THE SOUTH OF FRANCE 

Reference: CCS Memo Directive 

1 December 1943 

1. In accordance with the instructions of the Combined Chiefs of Staff, we 
have examined the agreed operations against the South of France on the fol- 
lowing premises: 

a. That this operation should be carried out with a minimum of two 
assault divisions, 

b. That the necessary resources shall not be found at the expense of 
OVERLORD, 
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2 We have in addition assumed. : 

a. That operation ANVIL will approximately coincide with OVERLORD. 

b. In Italy we have reached the Pisa-Rimini line and thereafter as 
strong pressure as possible is maintained consistent with the provision of 
forces for ANVIL, 

c. The Mediterranean forces will not be engaged in offensive operations 
elsewhere. 

3. We have made tentative estimates, in the absence of any detailed opera- 
tional plan, of the resources which will be required for the operation under 
two hypotheses where these apply: 

a. That the assault is carried out within range of shore-based fighter 
aircraft, 

b, That the assault is carried out beyond the range of shore-based 
Tighter aircraft, 

4. It appears that the following cannot be found from the resources which 
under present, agreements will be available to General Eisenhower in the 
Mediterranean at the time of the operation; 

A. Naval Forces 

On the assumption that adequate shore-based, short-range fighter cover 
is provided : 

(1) Additional escorts, probably It) to 20. 

(2) 2 A A fighter direction ships. 

(3) In the event that the build-up exceeds one division before D plus 8 T 
nine A/S A/A escorts will be required for each extra division. 

This indicates that if a rapid build-up is necessary, more escorts will 
be required. 

i i 

In the event that adequate shore-based short-range air cover can not 
be provided the following will be needed in addition to those above. 
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(1) 9 to 12 escort carriers with fighters, 

(2) 6 AA cruisers. 

(3) 18 screening vessels. 



To meet these deficiencies, we must draw on other theaters, most proba- 
bly from the Atlantic. It might prove possible for four CVE and six escorts 
which arc taking part in BUCCANEER to return to the Mediterranean m tune. 
This, however, will be conditioned by the availability of fighters for reequipping 
these escort carriers. We have assumed that port parties will be provided from 
within the Mediterranean. 



B. Land Forces 



Certain service forces, the number and type of which cannot be deter- 
mined without careful study by AF11Q. 

On the assumption that French divisions will participate, the require- 
ment will be lessened if, as recommended by General Eisenhower, some of Uie 
French divisions scheduled for activation arc not formed but arc converted to 
service forces. 

C. Air Forces 

The troop carrier resources in the Mediterranean will only be sufficient 
to lift one brigade and if the detailed plan requires a second brigade lift, this 
will have to be provided. 



D. Shipping 



(1) Personnel Shipping. 

The QUADRANT allotment of personnel shipping for 80,000 troop lift 
in the Mediterranean expires on 31 March. Initially, personnel shipping for 
32 000 will be required until after the assault, and during the period of build- 
up, a total personnel lift for 15,000 will be necessary. It is proposed to use cargo 
ships for personnel lift to the maximum extent possible. 
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(2) MT/Stores Shipping, 



The following sailings within the Mediterranean will be ^ 
addition to those required for the maintenance of the remainder of the theater . 

First month — 12 S 

Second month — 90 

Third month — ^ 

Fourth and 
subsequent months — 40 

This can obviously be provided but until the present shipping examination 
is completed, we cannot assess the cost. 

E, Assault Shipping and Craft 

Assault lift for two divisions can be provided. Methods of providing this 
are shown hi Appendix " £ A/ S 



5. We consider that General Eisenhower should be directed to prepare an 
outline plan for the agreed operation against the South of 
urgency We have accordingly prepared a directive to General Eisenhower, 
and this is attached at Appendix "B " 



RECOMMENDATION 



Q. That the directive in Appendix «B" be sent to General Eisenhower. 
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APPENDIX "A" 

1. We have examined the resources available for the agreed operation 
against the South of France on the following premises : 

a. That this operation should be carried out with a minimum of two 
assault divisions, and; 

b. Thai the necessary resources shall not be found at the expense of 
OVERLORD. 

2, The assault shipping and craft which we estimate will be available and 
serviceable in tiie Mediterranean for an assault on Southern France at about 
the time of OVERLORD is as follows: 

Assault Shipping Craft Lift 
British U.S. Total Personnel Vehicles 

L.S.I. (L) 3 — 3 3,600 

LST - 10 22 32 10,000 1 920 

LCT - 30 30 60 1,800 600 

L.C.L(L) 45 55 100 20,000 _ 

L.S.I. (M) 1 _ i 400 _ 



L.S.I.(H) 1(a) — 1 2,000 (by using the 

M.T. Ships 16 — 16 ) LCT for unloading 

L.S.C, 1 1 ) 3 200 othf!r ships after the 

LSG 1 _ i \ ' LCT have discharged 

l'c.M. 85* - 85 ori ? nal lift ™ 

0,J > shown above.) 

* us - and British 39,000 4^520 

(a) Fitted as a brigade headquarters ship. The British state that its alloca- 
tion is not firm. 



3. The above lift in terms of divisions is estimated to be as follows: 

a, U.S. - A task force to include one division in the assault and 2/3 of a 
division embarked as a follow-up or the equivalent thereof; 

OR 

b. British - 3 assault and 2 follow-up Brigades, 
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4. It is estimated that, to meet the full requirements of a minimum of two 
assault divisions, a total force of 45,500 personnel and 7,740 vehicles should 
be provided. The lift available is short by 6,500 personnel and 3,220 vehicles. 

5. The above deficit can be overcome by the provision of 3 combat loaders, 
12 MT ships, 26 LST and 31 LCT so that all required vehicles are available on 
D-day. If required, these 20 LSTs can bring with them 12 to 15 sets of pontoon 
strips. 

6. We find that from U .S. resources 20 LST and 20 LCT can be supplied from 
early spring production previously allocated Pacific and arrive in the Medi- 
terranean by 15 April. The remaining 5 LCT can be supplied from U.S. LCT's 
now in the Mediterranean and scheduled for OVERLORD The United States 
is sending 24 additional LCT's to OVERLORD beyond the QUADRANT commit- 
ment, hence these 5 LCT's are not materially at the expense oi that operation. 
The United States can supply 3 XAP's. We consider that the additional MT 
ships can be .supplied from the shipping of that category now pooled in the 
Mediterranean under AFI1Q. 

7. The above LST's and LCT's sent from the United States represent a one 
month's allocation to the Pacific the majority of which were due to be avail- _ 
able for the TR UK operation in July. It may be possible by withdrawing some 
of these craft from the South Pacific to make up the TRVK deficiency thus 
created, otherwise the operation may be delayed. 

8. The requirement for LSH ( AGO are 2 ; OVERLORD requires 3. There 
are 2 British * and 3 U.S. =il!i! available which can be allocated to meet these 
requiremen Is. 

* H.M.S. LARGS 
H.M.S. HILARY 

U.S.S. ANCON 
U.S.S. BTSCAYNE 
U,S.S. COTOCTIN 

9. Special landing craft types for the assault support must come from 
those now available in the Mediterranean. Since these are few, the naval forces 
must be arranged to properly provide close support for the assault. 
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DRAFT DIRECTIVE TO GENERAL EISENHOWER 

L The Combined Chiefs of Staif have agreed that an operation is to take 
place in conjunction with OVERLORD, with the object of establishing a bridge- 
head on the South Coast of France and subsequently to exploit in support of 
OVERLORD. 

2. You will prepare in consultation with COSSAC and submit to the Com- 
bined Chiefs of Staff, as a matter of urgency, an outline plan for the operation. 

3 The exact date for OVERLORD has not yet been decided upon, but it 
is to take place at the most suitable date during May 1944. You will be informed 
of the dale once this has been decided, and operation ANVIL will be timed 
approximately to coincide with operation OVERLORD — the exact date to 
be determined in consultation with COSSAC, 

4, You will be given the assault shipping and craft for a lift for at least 
two divisions ( each with two brigades in the assault) . 

5. You wiU inform the Combined Chiefs of Staff of your requirements 
which cannot be met from the resources which will be at your disposal in the 
Mediterranean on that date. In assessing your resources you should assume 
that your forces have reached the Pisa -Rimini line and that as strong pres- 
sure as possible is maintained, consistent with the forces required for ANVIL; 
also that Mediterranean forces will not be engaged in offensive operations 
elsewhere. 
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Handwritten note from President Roosevelt to Marshal Stalin 
appointing Dwight Eisenhower to command Operation Overlord. 
General George Marshall added a note to Eisenhower on December 
7, 1943. 
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To s ABMRuiBOOKH- ^i-— i DEQ^SIRED 

j'or : Combined Chiefs of Staff r^td BritAsfflhO)fty ^^)±-LJ-lid-L < 

from : SC , A3P Date _2/5/lL_ ,,MA* 

Signed: Sissnliower Ry Djf T NARS Date.iMiZ- 

1, I have now had an opportunity of discussing the 1 01TISRL0H3S * 
plan with my Commanders-in-Chief* "Ye are c onvinee.4 that in all discus- 
sions full weight must he given to the fact that this operation marks the 
crisis of the European war. Every obstacle must he overcozoe , every incon- 
venience suffered aid every risk run to ensure that our blow Is decisive, 
■7e cannot afford to fail* 



S* In this light we have reviewed the 1 OVERLORD 1 plan and M 
are fully convinced that it is, as the Chiefs -of Staff have already as- 
serted, on a narrow piarpin* The present plan is limited to a three divi- 
sional assault. To ensure success we consider it essential to increase the 
assault force to five divisions* Nothing leas will give us an adequate 
margin to ensure success. 

3. Our reasons for this view are that an operation of this type " 
must, he designed to oh tain an adequate bridgehead quickly and to retain 
the initiative. Three divisions are insufficient for this. The present 
frontage of assault is consequently too narrow. It will be essential to 
extend the front to rive us a greater on-ortunity of finding a weak spot 
through which to exploit success. ]. ore over, the chances of success of the 
operation will be greatly increased and the capture of a port speeded up 
if we could extend our assault to the 7,JU3T2B!I lie aches of the C Kf 
E3HirT3ULA SIS ST of the harrier farmed by the RIV2R 7IH33 and its marshy 
estuary * Further, the securing: of the 3A3EGR1T flank, and the early capture 
of the important focal point of CA3JT with the vital airfields in its vi- 
cinity xirlll be facilitated by the extension of the assault to the beaches 
just 723T of 0TJI3Tff]jjMM. 
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as in the original plan. To assist the assault era the GOT^MTI 



_!_ _ . C 



airborne division would be lands & on D day to seize the exits from 
the beaches; followed probably "by a second airborne di vis inn in approxi- 
mate^ twenty -four hours* 

- 

5. I understand that C033AG has previously stated that addi- 
tional craft becoming available for r OT3H10RD T should be used to streng- 
then the follow-up on D plus 1 by embarking in landing craft units at 
present carried in ships. frdle I agree as to the desirability of this t 
1 an convinced that the first necessity, as stated above, is to TCi&etj^ 
the frontage of the assault in order to obtain a larger Initial bridge- 
head ■ 

6, 1 have had Bxsnined the additional resources required to 
fulfill these proposals. By cutting down the scales of vehicles car- 
ried in the assault arid follo?7-ur> I can find enough craft from within 
those already assigned to me to provide lift for one more assault brigade 
in reserve , The balance required will have to come from resources out- 
side my control, 

7* To carry out the revised plan will require an addition 
the following: 

6 X.8.I. (!) or * . - t 
1 I.S.I . (H) V* 
(All with .full conra lament of ii.C.A. or L. 

72 X.C.I. fl) 

144 L.C.T. (see paragraph 16 below) 

Q» The following additional naval forces will be required 
above those already requested: 




fa) 



£4 destroyers 

28 motor launches 



4 flotillas 



■ 



5 cruisers 

12 destroyers s ' * 

1 or 2 monitors or old battleships * 

9. The majority of the naval forces, including the assault 
shipping and craft, must be formea in the UNITS D ]'.HT&S0M by D minus 
42, the last ships and craft joining their naval forces by D minus 28 
at the latest* 

10. The following additional 3RITI3F la rid forces will be re- 
quired to start tr lining in the TJTJIT2I) ITJGDOi.: by X) mwuis 42- 

(IQUALS BRITISH MdST SECRET) 
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™' S beach groups 

1 beach sub-area headquarters 
S dock operating companies. 

Hp An additional eight fighter squadrons will be 
to ensure the necessary caver over the extended assault area and 
wider shipping lanss f and two hundred troop carrier aircraft to enjure 
reasonable provision far the dropping of two airborne divisions within 
approximately twenty- four hours, Z' lie so air forces must be available 
in" the TOUT-ED EXETGJXHv! by D minus 60. 

12 * To allow an increase in the rate of follow-up and build- 
up proportionate to the increase In the assault > an additional 64 KT/ 
Stores* ships will be required for the first month* 

.13. The problem that must ba faced at once is the provision 
of these additional forces p 

14. I regard f MVIl T as an important contribution to 1 OTISR- 
LORD T as I feel that an assault will contain more enemy forces in 
30UTH3HT iBA !: TC3 than a threat. The forces both US and 5R3NCH are in 
any case available; and the actual lending* of these farces vri.ll increase 
the cooperation from resistance elements in FRA^ r C3. 

15 p f 0V3RL0R3 T and 'AM^TX 1 must be viewed as one whole. If 
sufficient forces could be made available the ideal would be a five 
divisional ^TZRIORD 1 and a three divisional 'AHVIL* or f at worst , 
a two divisional VAJTYIL*. If insufficient forces are available for 
this, however, I am driven to the conclusion that we should adopt a 
five divisional T 0VEHX0RD T and a one divisional 1 ANVIL 1 1 the latter bein ; 
maintained as a threat until enemy weakness justifies its active em- 
ployment. This solution should be adopted only as a last resort and 
after all other means and alternatives have failed to provide the 
necessary strength b\ the end of May for a five divisional 'OVERLORD 1 
and a two divisional 



I -T T I 



16. As regards the target date, it is preferable from the 
army point of view that the early -Kay date should be adhered to if 
possible in order to obtain the longest campaigning season, ^1 
should prefer, therefore, to adhere to the existing date if it were 
possible. Rather, hen? ever* than risk failure with reduced forces on 
the earlier date t I would accept a postponement of a month if I were 
assured of then obtaining the strength required. Such a postponement 
would £lve an additional month of good weather for preparatory air 
operations and for training the additional troop carrier aircraft crews. 
It would also make available an extra month's produce ion in the TJNIT3D 



: - 



r.mor of about 9G , j. 



17. An immediate decision on the plan to be worked to and 
the date is a vital necessity* I request this decision at the earliest 
possible moment in order to allow time for the transfer of the addi- 
tional resources to this theater and to enable planning and training 
to be completed in the limited time still available. The re e oume n dta - 
tions contained in this massage have been made after consultation with 
my commanders and my own staff t bub with no outside agencies. 
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Interior Addresses; 



For 
From 



* 
* 



EI SEUHOV/ER 

THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 




Joint Staff planners are working on your fl-33 as a matter of 
urgency* In order to obtain a complete solution to the problem, w« 
must have the basis you used in arriving at the additional resources 
required in order to make certain we are using the same assumptions* 
Request that you furnish immediately information on the following. 

ja. Your estimate of craft and ships which you will have 
according to present allocations, broken down to show availability, 
service- ability, and explanation of landing craft which yon consider 
will be on station but not available for use in the operation* 

b. Whether or not you consider as already available to you 
all or part of the 32 LCT's and 25 LCI(l)'s shown as non- operational 
in appendix "B" to annex 5 of CCS Li2o (Revised), and comments on 
their serviceability. 

£* Data on which you have based your outline plan for 
loading to Include: 

(1) Capacities of different types of craft 

. (2) Vehicles you plan to lift per RCT and per 

Division in the assault 

(3) Assault shipping and craft which you 
jn t0 i- 1 the assault for other purposes than lifting men 

and vehicles 

d. Can you use LCT in place of LST and if so, at what ratio? 




Confirmation of statement ill Para l6 of your message that 
an extra month's UK production ;vould give 96 LCT's. Available 
information here does not check this estimate of UK monthly pro- 



duction. 



f_. Could you accept any other type 
ship or craft as a substitute for part of 
listed in your Para. 7* 



of personnel- carrying 
the" additional LCI(L)'s 



£. Reference request for 8 additional fighter squadrons - has 
consideration been given to the employment of units now assigned to 
the Strategic Air Force in UK during the critical states of OVERLORD - 
Information is desired as to what US and British fighters you already 
consider will be available for OVERLORD. Was consideration given our 
A-52h9 to Eaker of 5 January? 

h. Reference your request for 200 additional Troop Carrier 
aircraft, wnat British and US units have you already considered Kill 
oe available for OVERLORD including reserve planes and combat crews. 
Do you intend to operate them with single or with double tow? 
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FAG2 TJD CONT'D; 



Cable from V/JUS, dated Jan 2522lf92 t 





What are your recommendations concerning using bombers as tugs? 
Are crews to be included v-ith the 200 additional transports? 

|£* With reference to your requirement for additional 
kT/Store ships in your Para 12, please furnish the number you now 
estimate will be available under present allocations arid their 
sources* Y/e understand that any additional requirement is the 
total to be furnished on a combined basis by the Y/SA and the BlffifT. 

Your estimate of the total Naval combatant forces broken 
down to show British and US types? required* 
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4- Gen Eisenhower 
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A*C.M* Leigh-Mallory 

7 Admiral Ramsay 

8 Maj Gen Whitefoord 

9 Lt Gen Uorgan 



10* Lt Gen Smith 
11 • Gen Montgomery 
12* Lt Gen Bradley 

Haj Gen lirownjohn 
Ma 3 Gen J. OH* Lei 
Maj Gen Spaatz 
Maj Gen Barker 
17/18. S/GS 

Gen iBJiiuy 
Adm Creasy 
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fT EDITED TEC 1 ? 0 

Interior Addresses: ?o : ivlARSrALL 

For : JQIHT CHIRPS OF STAFF 

From : EISEHHCT/ER 

Sgd : HI SKNHOV/ER 

The replies to your questionnaire are given below. But I would 
er.rpjifis is e that there Is one main question to which an answer la re- 
quired now , 7111 the additional lift asked for OVEKLOiiD be provided? 
All plans and training considerations hang on the answer to this one 
question* Moreover a considerable degree of re-organization of our 
forces is entailed in changing from a three to a five divisional 
assault and fir at stens must be taken now and are, indeed, already 
overdue * 

Your paragraph a. 




C R A FT AYAI X ABLE SE HV ICE 

LSI (various siaes) 42 42 

1ST * 192 173 

LOT 636 540 

LCI (L) 133 113 



!f« have gone Into this matter carefully and as far as we know 
every serviceable landing craft that is worth having Is allocated to 
OVERLORD. 

r 

Your paragraph b. 



Admiral Cunninpham sa*vs that if he had been approached through 
the proper channels he would have answered the question as follows: - 
"The 90 LOT and 25 LCI (!) shown as non-operational are the per- 
cent are of the total number of 



these types of landing craft which 
experience be out of action due to 
the agreed QJJABRA-WT percentage un- 
the above craft which prove in fact 
to be operational on the day will of course be used in the operation* 11 
You will note that the same percentage figure is used in my reply to 
your paragraph a. 



at any one time will from, past 
one cause or another . This is 
serviceability figure. Any of 



Your paragraph c* (l) 



LST 
LOT 

LCI (L) 



50 vehicles - 
11 vehicles - 
— vehicles - 




300 men 
55 men 
200 ©6CLASSIFIED 

/ £ Hiatal 




Page 2. Continuation of 
Your paragraph c. (2) 

It is Planned to lift in assault 2>53Q vehicles per assault 
division whether assault is made on a one or two -regimental front 
and 550 vehicles per assault -CC 1 . You must note that these figures 
allow for the vehicles of four field regiments and one tank brigade 
nor division as both British and American assault divisions will be 
reinforced to this strength. In the Commanders opinion this com- 
nosition of assault divisions is essential to success. 

Your paragraph c« (3) 

48 LOT (S) armoured ) Support craft each carrying specially 
21 LCT (5) unarmoured ) mounted 17 pdr and 25 pdr guns. 

36 LOT converted to rocket ships 
9 LCI (L) converted to headquarters ships, 
3 LST (2) converted to fighter direction ships. 

Your paragraph d, 

■m 

Yes, up to a limit of about 100 LCT in place of about 17 LST. 
But if we do this they must be included in the follow-up forces, as 
berthing precluded using additional LCT's In the assault force area. 
As follow-up forces have a longer sea passage, any increase In the 
number of their LCT, although possible, is undesirable-. Furthermore 
LCT are less efficient than LST in the bulld-\ro* 

Your paragraph e. 

The figure of 96 in paragraph 16 of my B-33 referred to an 
estimated monthly production of £5 LCT (4) and to a sneciflc order 
for 71 LCT (o), netrol driven* scheduled for delivery during April • 
"Delivery of the later waa expected to be late, but it is estimated 
that they will be available for a target date in early June and every 
possible effort Is being made to ensure this* 

Youir paragraph f . 

52 1-CJ (L) are at present planned to carry personnel in the 
follow-up force- Personnel shins could be substituted for these but 
would entail the following disadvantages : - 

(i) Added escort commitment , 

(ii) Large size of ships involved and hence vulnerability- Wo 
more small personnel shins available in this theatre- 

However $ if necessary, we are prepared to accept any reasonable 
substitution or expedient that will provide us with extra lift. 

Your paragraph g. 

Our air clan envisage a the fullest possible use of all available 
air resources" in the United Kingdom in support of Operation OVERLORD. 
Fighters at nresent assigned to Strategic Air Force will be used in 
the general fighter nool, the employment of which will include escort 
for strategic bombers. Our Order of Battle therefore, includes all 
US and British fighters estimated to be operationally available In 
the United Kingdom on 1st May, 1944. Availability given in your 
A-5249 to EAKER of 5th January wsi3 noted. Our Order of Battle, how- 
ever, Includes the three strategic air force fighter groups expected 
to be transferred from Worth Africa. Total US and British fighters 
included in our Order of Battle as follows 
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(l) Eighth US Air Force 

Fighter day 45 squadrons, 
(ii) Ninth US Air Force 



Fighter day 53 squadrons (includes above-mentioned 3 groups 
(9 scruadrons) expected from Worth Africa) 
(Hi) British, 

Fighter night 3 squadrons. 
Fighter/recca 4 squadrons- 




Fighter day 42 squadrons* ) 

Fighter /bomber IS squadrons ) (to be reinforced by maximum 

of 9 fighter and 2 fighter/ 
bomber squadrons from AtCB ) 

Fighter night 6 squadrons (with 2 AT3GB night fighter squad- 
rons in reserve) 

Fighter/recce 5 squadrons (with 2 squadrons of Hurricane IV 1 s, 

^ and 1 Spitfire V squadron in 

reserve) I 

Your nara paraph h. 

.■ 

Aircraft and trained ovens available for airborne operations mad© 
up as follows:- 

USs 12 G-roups (52) plus reserves (10) equals 744 ' 

British: Ho 38 Group (190) plus reserves (48) equals 238 ! 
British: Transport Comuand (150) equals 150 



w_ ; TOTAL: 1132 

The thirteenth US Group (No 442) has not been inducted in above, 
as under present arrangements it is not due in United Kingdom until 
latter half of Anril. 

"t ^ s not planned to use double tow with glider togs. Both US 
and British troop carrier experts consider that under operational 
conditions envisaged here double tow is unwise , In view of this 
opinion I do not consider it advisable to take the risk* 

In regard to bombers as tugs. Crews cannot be trained, or air- 
craft modi f led in time without excessive diminution of bombinc? effort 
and all available bomber effort is required in bomber role to rivr? 
full support to OVERLORD. Excessive wear of engines would also be 
involved* 



The 200 troop carrier aircraft are required as formed operational 
units, complete with crews fully troop carrier trained. They should, 
as nearlly as practicable, arrive in the United Kingdom by D minus 60 
to conploto operational training for this operation. The three re- 
maining US Troop Carrier Groups in Mediterranean are a possible source 
plus additional separate aircraft with crews to complete total. 

The additional eight fighter squadrons are required under the 
changed plan to meet increased fighter commitments involved in ex- 
tended frontage of assault, wider shipping lanes, extra spotting 
requirements for naval bombardment, and longer hours of dayllpht for 
later target date. It must be borne in mind also that certain 
fighter types included in our total available are not operationally 
interchangeable . 

Ref Ho: B-55 * 000105 
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The additional troop carrier aircraft are required to provide 
the necessary margin to meet the increased airborne operation coq- 
mitment involved in lifting one airhome division simultaneously 
followed by a second in about twenty-four hours, and nrobably followed 
later by a third and fourth; also for additional commitments such as 
the dropping of SAS Brigade, probably at the same time as the flT» a t 
airborne division 



Your paragraph I. 

Existing- allocation" of ahlppi-.r is that authorized at SEXTANT, 
s was a total of 100 ships to be provided on a fifty-flftv basis 
by ISA and after making allowance for British coaster contri- 

bution, The additional requirement of 64 ships Is an estimate, and 
as no formal demand for these ships has been njade on V/SA or BM.7T we 
cannot give the exact allocation as between these two agencies nor 
the sources from which the shipping will be drawn. 

Your paragraph j. 

Vn estimate of the total Naval Combatant forces required has been 
given to the Admiralty, who now have it under o one i deration. 
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I be asked to meet with the British Chiefs of Staff tomorrow on the 
final question of A!TVIL# I hare been giving constant thought to this sub j act 
together with the Staff and i*?veral Commanders during the past mcnth + flhile I 
have no recent appreciation from General WILSOH, yet I intend to present the 
following based on our own careful study and earnest conviction, 

"To the Secretary , British Chiefs of Staff. 

l t At the Conference on February 23rd, it was recommended and agreed hy 
the Combined Chiefs of Staff that the decision with respect to operation ANVIL 
would be made on or about Mar oh 20. 

2* It is now the firm opinion of the Supreme Commander that ANVIL, as 
originally visualised, is no longer & possibility* either from the standpoint 
of time in which to make the necessary preparations, or in probable availability 
of fresh and effective troops at the required date* 

3* Accordingly, the Supreme Conmander desires to bring to the attention 
of the Combined Chiefs of Staff the fact that during the past month detailed 
planning confirms that the landing ships and craft at present allocated to 
OVERLORD are barely sufficient to carry out the operation, even assuming the 
ships and craft arrive at planned dates, thereafter auffer no losses through 
ane&iy or other action, and the planned serviceability percentages are attained * 
The present allocation allows no margin of any sort, and, indeed, in the case 
of LSTs, Is four short of the minimum on which we have been planning* Moreover, 
It entails an undesirable rigidity of tactical plan, 

4, This fact has been constantly realized, and the Supreme Commander has 
been willing to accept the situation only so long as he felt reasonably sure of 
a strong and simultaneous ANVIL, nth cancellation of a simultaneous ANVIL he 
considers it essential to strengthen OVERL0ED and also to increase the flexibil- 
ity of the buildup during the early critical days* *Our present loading nehedule 
utilises all allocated LSTs on the first three tides, and since the average 

LST turnaround Is three dayn, we will have no LSTs reaching the beaches after 
the rooming of P plus 1 until the morning of D plus 2, 

5. The Supreme Commander, accordingly, is of the opinion that all service- 
able landing ships and craft presently allocated to the Mediterranean and above 
those necessary to furnish ship to shore lift for one division should be re- 
allocated to OVERLORD* 



* Original cable waJ corrected by Top Secret Cable Ref * ITo. 
S 50009 to read as indicated. 
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6* Although convinced that ANVIL as at present conceived is no longer 
possible j the Supreme Commander feels that the abandonment of this project 
must not lesson our intention of operating offensively in the MEDITERRANEAN 
initially in ITALY and extending f roci there into FRANCE as rapidly as we 
caaw He believes that the forces in the MEDITERRANEAN must constantly look 
for every expedient* including threat end feint! to contain the maximum 
possible eneo^ forces in that region. 

7* The Suprefflie CoGsnandar accordingly r eoosrnieuds s 

a* That the decision bo made to abandon ANVIL in its present con- 
ception of a two division assanlt building up to ten divisions * and that a 
directive for operations in lieu thereof • similar to the attached* be trans- 
mitted to the Supreme Allied Commander in the Mediterranean Theater* 

b. That there be withdrawn from the MEDITERRANEAN the following 
craft and ships for re-allocation to operation OVERLORD i 26 1ST, 40 LCiTl)* 
1 ISH (the BULDLO)* 1 LSE* 1 LSD* The above ships and craft to arrive in 
the TJ* K* Tpgr 30 April* 1 

Following is directive referred to in paragraph 7 a, SHAEF/17101/Qps # 
Proposed Directive from the Combined Chiefs of Staff to Supreme 
Commander , Mediterranean Theater* 

GENERAL 

1* The Combined Chiefs of Staff have previously directed that the 
Supreme Commander, Allied Expeditionary Force f shall coordinate operations 
from the Mediterranean Theater designed to assist OVERLORD. 

0BJ2CT 

2* To give the greatest possible assistance to OVERLORD by con- 
taining the maximum enemy forces away from the OVERLORD lodgement area. 

METHQg 

3* The highest possible tempo of offensive action must be main- 
tained. Tour plans will Include the mounting of a positive threat against 
the SOUTH of FRANCE or the L1GUHIAK COAST with provisions for taking im- 
mediate advantage* of RANKIN conditions should they occur* 

TIMING OF A TTOT 

The positive threat should be fully developed by OVERLORD 
D-5 and fully maintained for as long as possible after D Day* The process 
of building up the threat should not start before D-31* 

COMMAND CONTROL RAMlg 

5* Subject to general direction by Supreme Commander « Allied Ex- 
peditionary Force^ you will continue to exercise operational control over 
your forces after landing until Supreme Commander * Allied Expeditionary 
Foroe* can assume this responsibility* 

6. You should recommend an area In which you wish to assume 
operational, ajcbrdnistratlve and civil affairs responsibility in the SHAEF 
sphere* 

7* You should make recommendations if you wish the area of your 
responsibility for SOE/^0 responsibilities altered, 

8* On receipt of your recommendations referred to in paragraphs 6 
and 7 preceding, Instructions in respect to SHAEF coordination of Ofper at 1 anal * 
administrative* civil affairs and S0E/S0 matters will be transmitted to you, 

Axmax ends " 

ET RI60T 
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Suprene headquarters 
ALLIED EXPEDITIONARY FORCE 



Minutes of Meeting Meld in Conference 
Room, Widening; t 1430 houre, 27 March 1944- 

PRESENT 

General Dwight D, Elsenhower Field Marshal Sir Alan Brooke 





Air Chief !fershal Sir Arthur Tedder Marshal of the Royal Air Force ^ 

Sir Chiles F. A, Portal 

Admiral Sir Bertram K. Ramsay 

Admiral of the Fleet, 
Lt. General W*B* Smith Sir Andrew E. Cunningham 

Lt. General Sir Hastings L* Im&y 

SECRETARY 
Lt. Coriander J* E* Re id 

t* TT.S, CH TESTS _QF_ . STAFF PROPOSALS OS MP ITEBR A?^EAIh OPERATIONS ( COS <ff) 12291 

The Commit "tee had before them for consideration a recent signal which 
had been received from the U.S. Chiefs of Staff (COS (TV) 1229), containing 
proposals relative to future operations in the Mediterranean in support of 
OVERLORD - 

With reference to these proposals General EISENHOWER said that the 
main question was whether or not it was possible to launch AlvVIL on the new 
target date, July 10th, and at the sane time keep up pressure in Italy* He 
believed the Germans would continue to maintain strong forces in Italy for 
the purpose of holding Rome. After a brief summary of the contents of the 
message he said that the U*S # Chiefs of Staff are so concerned in keeping 
AlvVIL alive that they were prepared to withdraw certain landing craft no* 
scheduled for Pacific operations. 

Sir Alan BROOKE t after commenting on the proposals said that he was 
not entirely clear as to the meaning of paragraph 3 (a) of the text, vhich 
provided; that after joining the bridgehead VFith the main line "we should 
then consolidate thin line and maintain pressure to contain the maximum 
number of German divisions* " To maintain pressure you have to attack ?rith 
sufficient forces, and this, he said, is quite different from consolidation, 
which means going on the defensive. He felt that from a military point of 
vie?? there was an inconsistency In consolidating the line and at the sane 
time attempting to maintain pressure. 

His principle objection to the proposals related to the conditional 
assurances j contained in paragraph 4, which he characterised as the "point- 
ing of a pistol"* With regard to these assurances he said he was not pre- 
pared to accept firm commitments at this time regarding the precise location 
of a diver sionaiy attack to be made four months hence. 
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Sir Alan BROCKS then drew attention to the polat that if our basic 
strategy., which was to defeat Germany first, had been adhered to f the landing 
or? ft reruirod for AKVIL would no™ be available and they would not be in the 
Pacific, as was the case. He considered that the failure to adhere strictly 
to the basic strategy had already resulted in a set-bad: of approximately six 
months in the defeat of Germany. Furthennore, he said the lack of sufficient 
landin-; cr?ft and oth^r resources in the Mediterranean resulted in our fail- 
ure to take full advantage of the "all of Italy. 

General SISENHffiTER replied that he had >^n pleading for the past 
two years the transcending importance of whipping German;/ first. He con- 
sidered that in viem of the opposing factors General MARSHALL had *one a 
lon^ wav in finally obtaining agreement for allocation of certain Pacific 
resources Tor use in the \ Mediterranean operations* He dret? attention to 
the fact that miblie o-inion in the United States, as regards the Pacific 
tfBTj had to be reckoned ^ith. He pointed out that only recently certain 
members of Congress had Initiated proposals for an immediate all -out Pacific 
offensive and allocation of sufficient U.S. resources in sup-^-rt thereof. 

Sir Charles POSTAL took the view that m should Tfelcome the offer 
of additional resources for operations in support of OVJSRLCEiD* He did not 
feel that it was necessary at this time to enter into controversial dis- 
cussions re^ardln^ the proposed strategy to be followed in the e^loynent of 
these resources* He surest ed that in rer>ly to the subject signal, we 
should point out that between nov and July 10th there may arise an opportun- 
ity of employing these forces elsewhere to a far greater advantage than now 
envisioned in the proposed l^.VTL on oration* ^fH^N, 

General EISEHHO'TSR emphasised the fact that our main ob-ectivJ-is l] 
to contain and defeat the greatest possible number of German division«in ^, 
the Mediterranean theater. It appeared to him that the main issue cen-N^iSX 
around the question as to t-4 hlch abroach would accomplish this objective - 
:i'JVTL ? as against an offensive for the capture of Koine. The capture of Rone^ 
in his opinion, was not an unmitigated blessing though he realized the 
political implications arising out of continued Qernan occupation. T .Ihat we 
are aiming to do is to contain and defeat the greatest possible German 
forces in the -lediterranean. 

Sir Han BROCKS a;7*eed th;?.t our W$M objective in the Mediterranean 
was to divert the greatest possible number of German forces from OY^ilLCT-D. 
He thought that an offensive for the capture of Rome was the best method of 
containing the maximum number of German forces* It T/as pointed out that 
our s trench in the Mediterranean at the present time, was in the decline, 
due, amon^ other thiuirSj to the necessity of carmibalisinr; certain divisions. 
:ie said that in order to launch an effective HWlL it would renuire at least 
ten divisions and this ^ould result in dividing our forces in the 1 mediter- 
ranean. The consequence of this r " r ould be that both forces would have to 
remain on the defensive. ■ 

General EI3EEKGF HR indicated that inasmch as there was .general 
agreement as to the unin objective he did not envision any difficulty in 
framing a rewly which vrould be acceptable to both the British and U.S. 
Chiefs "of Staff* The main concern of the U.S. CMefs of Staff, he said, 
was that they wanted assurances that ^reparations for a delayed ANVIL 
TJouJLd be vi .orously pressed ir ith the intention of mounting the operation 
in sun^ort of OVERLORD. He Mid the Chiefs of Staff T -vere more concerned 
about $g®rmdn™ for an ANVIL operation and they were not fl in his opinion, 
firm as to the exact ^ec'xanhical point of attack. The point of attack 
would depend on accent in^ the most f avoidable conditions which vrould ac- 
complish the ma. lor objective. 
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General SMITH said that he had participated in the Flar^ersT^iscussion 
of the subject matter* He pointed out that AFVTL wss generally viewed, not as 
a Second Front, but as an operation in support of OVERLORD, This diversion , he 
a a id , would take the pressure off OVERLORD* If we accept the proposed alloca- 
tion of additional landing craft, it would be possible to launch a two divisional 
assault with French troops. He estimated that there are sufficient French div- 
isions in the Mediterranean to continue the follow-up until the middle of August, 
by which tine OVERLORD should be firmly established* An American division could 
be added to lend support. The net result wou"*:: he that by taking full advantage 
of utilising all available French forces for the ASVIL operation, it would be 
possible to achieve an effective diversionary assistance to OVERLORD and at the 
aame time other forces available for the MlElTllffiAIIEAN could be employed to 
maintain a strong position in Italy* 

Sir Alan BROOKS, referring to paragraph 4 of the text of the subject 
signal, said that he was not prepared to give firm assurances or accept a com- 
mitment at this time for operations to be conducted 4 to 5 months hence* He 
said that it was not militarily sound to run a war on a lawyer's agreement by 
making commitments ahead of time, thereby losing the necessary and desired 
flexibility to meet the ever changing conditions and circumstances* 

General ElSENHFER said that it was quite natural that we could not at 
this time foresee what the conditions would be in the future. With regard to 
the most advantageous area of launching a diversionary attack In the Mediterra- 
nean, it may be possible, he said, that In July the Germans may be deploying 
large forces in the Home area, and if that were the case, it might be advisable 
to direct an amphibious operation toward northern Italy rather than the south 
coast of France* 

General SMITH, in referring to the text of the subject signal* said that 
what the Chiefs of Staff had in nind when they proposed to consolidate the line 
in Italy and maintain pressure to contain the maximum number of German divisions 
was the establishment of a line from which we could not be driven back* 

Sir Charles PORTAL* after reading a suggested draft, said that operations 
for the capture of Rome should he conducted if it proved to be the best possible 
way to contain the maximum number of German force: 



General EISENHCUER suggested that v:e ought to present the problem in 
three steps. First, no operation would be conducted in the Mediterranean which 
would be contrary to General WILSON'S directive to contain the maximum number of 
German forces. Secondly, there must ho sufficient lift in the Mediterranean by 
July 10th. Thirdly, that in accomplishing the objective the best possible place 
to strike vfould be determined at a later date, He explained that in other com- 
munications General MARSHALL had expressed the view that "some operation in the 
nature of ANVIL 11 should be conducted. He did not consider that General MARSHALL 
had crystallized the exact geographical location for this operation. 

General EISMmCMER said that In any event ne must reserve the right to 
determine the best place to attack at the time, TTe should make it known to the 
IT f S # Chiefs of Staff that vre cannot, at this time, say whether or not in the^ 
future an attack on the Toulon area will or will not be the best place to strike, 

General SMITH said that what we Tiould like to do Is to hold every division 
now in southern France * 

Sir Alan BROOKE said that we ought to at least have 10 divisions to con- 
tain the German forces now in southern France* He reiterated his convictions 
regarding the unde sir ability of present commitments relative to establishing a 
precise geographical location for an attack in the future* "With regard to this, 
he pointed out that on other occasions he had subsequently been confronted with 
previous commitments which entailed considerable nr gurnent w 
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Genernl STIITH suggested ir e might rea^> the fruits of the additional 
landin- craft at the expense of facing ari^umentu in the future. 

General EISESfftCFEB ei^hasised the fact that there iras no question in 
hip niind that a tiro di visional assault in July ^ould contribute substantially 
to the success of OVERLOAD, 

Fir Jindrev? ClTTIKxHU! inquired as to whether or not it would be in 
harmony witli the 11,5. Chiefs of Staff r a proposals, if the Supreme Comander, 
at a. later d'^te, should recommend that the capture of Rome was the best means 
of containing the maximum number of German forces , He wondered Tfhether or 
not that would constitute the brc:±in".: of our engagements. 

General S-UTH said that it was only his but he thought the 

Joint Chiefs of ^ : taff trould consider it a breach of commitment if 
attack v?ere made south of Pisa, However 3 on the other hand, if tho at ': 
Tfere to the north r it sight not be considered as such. 

General SISENHCTTER believed that a rmlj could be framed in such a 
manner as to harmonize the views of tho respective Chiefs of Staff, He sug- 
gested that Yta should point out that it would be for the Combined Chiefs of 
Staff to determine at the timo which was the most advantageous area for at- 
tack* 

Air Chief Marshal T3DDSR inquired as to whether or not the Joint 
Chiefs of £tdff , in subndttin,-; these proposals, had in mind the opening of 
a "fresh front". 

General SMITH said that in his conversations with General EljflJT, he 
had received the impression that the II.?. Chiefs of 3taff had envisioned the 
operation as a direct assistance to OVERLORD and that they did not consider 
it as an opening of a nm front. It v/as their view that if AKVIL 7?as not 
conducted, them T " F ould be serious regrets at a later date . General IIANBY 
had expressed the view that it was desirable to employ French divisions 
now izi the Mediterranean, 

General S:!ITH said that if the responsibility of a decision rested 
in his hands , he would e©Orloy 3 under the coM&nd of General G-IRAUDj all 
French divisions^ toother ^ith possibly one American division. I.'e would 
provide the necessary landing craft and air support, He considered that 
such an operation in the Mediterranean, utilising French forces, would con- 
stitute a diversion fully equal to that of A2JVXL, 

Sir Alan BROOKE said that on the basis of the discussions on the 
subject matter, it would be possible to prepare a carefully worded answer 
to the "IT.S, Joint Chiefs of Staffs proposals. 

General EISEHHCT?3R said that he would communicate -ith General 
IU3SHAL1 -^Ki ^xnlain to him in detail the expression of the vie*?s which 
resulted from this conference. He T*as confident that an understanding 
could be reached. 

After further discussion, the C0 T inTTl3E took note that: 

(a) The British Chiefs of Staff 7?ould Tjre^are a ruoly to 
C0B( rr ) 1229, 

(b) The Supreme Coianander would communicate with General MARSHALL 
and inform h±n in detail of views expressed during the course 
of this meeting. 
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GENERAL EISENHOWER'S PERSONAL ATTENTION, 
GENERAL KANDX SIGHED GENERAL MARSHALL* 

Y a wc S- 50068, 27 March. 
AFHQ MEDCOS 76, 28 March. 




British Chiefs of Staff replied to the U.S. proposal regarding ANVIL and 
OVERLORD substantially as reported by you as their views in your S-50O6S. The 
U.S. Chiefs of Staff have now dispatched their reply which is summarized below i 

It points out that we cannot accept a diversion of landing craft from the 
Pacific operations unless it is the firm intention of the Combined Chiefs of 
Staff now to mount ANVIL on a 2-division basis, target date, 10 July, in time to 
support OVERLORD ^ We state that we are firm in our conviction that a decision 
must be taken to launch ANVIL on a specific date. Such a decision and prepara- 
tions for the operation in no way preclude changing our plans should an undeniably 
better course of action be indicated by changing circumstances . In our opinion, 
the proposal of the British Chiefs of Staff that we postpone the issuance of a 
directive to General WILSON to proceed all-out along the line of a specific course 
of action amounts to admitting that the decision as to what happens next in the 
MEDITERRANEAN will continue to rest with the Germans. It is our conviction that 
we should adopt a plan which will reverse this situation so that the decision as 
to our course of action will rest with us. Further, we are convinced that if we 
launch an offensive to relieve the bridgehead at the earliest possible moment, 
thereafter maintain pressure to contain the maximum number of German divisions in 
ITALY, develop a positive amphibious threat against the MEDITERRANEAN coast of FRANCE 
at the time of OVERLORD, and are prepared to launch an ANVIL by 10 July, we will 
have placed ourselves In the best position to divert the maximum forces from 
OVERLOAD no matter what the Germans may do in the MEDITERRANEAN ■ We point out that 
It is perhaps not clear to toe British Chiefs of Staff that the decision as to the 
action on movement of U. S. troops and supplies is now being held up pending a 
decision on ANVIL. We cannot afford to provide resources sufficient to support 
OVERLORD and, at the same time, to reinforce the MED ITERRANEAN when there exists 
no firm decision and clear-cut plan for operations In the MEDITERRANEAN. 

Our vie* is that there should be no delay in providing the Allied Coraiander- 
in-Chief, MEDITERRANEAN, with a firm directive. We state that w* are not satisfied 
with ALEXANDER'S estimate reported by YiiLSQN in MEDCOS 76 that an operation to unite 
the main front and the bridgehead cannot be launched until L4 May, We are not 
satisfied that there is a necessity in the long delay before launching the attack 
and we stpte that in our opinion, General ALEXANDER'S estimate may have teen 
colored by his plans for subsequent operations in ITALY pursuant to the existing 
airective. The situation in the MED iTHRKANEAN at present indicates that existing 
directives no longer fit the situation and that the new directive is urgently 
required. We have proposed that the message to you and the Allied Commander-in- 
Chief, r.iED rrEKRANEAN , formerly proposed by the U.S. Chiefs of Staff, be dispatched 
at once. In this directive, the three U.S. fighter groups remain in the MEDITERRANEAN 
and we have allowed for the British Chiefs of Staff to make adjustments ±n the matter 
of total LST's withdrawn from the MEDITERRANEAN to support OVERLORD. 
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Minutes of the Supreme Commanders Allied Expeditionary Forces 
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la OBJECT 




BEACH BARKIKOS 



£9 January 1944 



The object of this memorandum is to coordijrate the use on beaches 
of all askings* signs and lights* whoen purpose* 1b to aid the navigation of shiufi 
and craft- 



2* DEFINIT IONS 

_a 0 Sector * A sector is a part of an enemy coastline^ The entire 
coastline, whatsvor its naturs„ beach,, cliff, rook, esplanade, etc*, is divided 
into Aoc-bors,, Sector limits aro geographical Features which can oa ally be 
identified either from charts mape, or air photographs 0 In ^ory loijg sectors 
where no convenient feature can be found, a landmark: just inland may have to 
be used* The length of sectors cannot bo specif iedj they may vary from less 
than 100 yards to over 20GQ yards, but they will widow exesed 5000 jards* 

Seat or a are referred to by the Anglo-American phone tioaXly 
pronounced letters of tha alphabet ast« 

4 J 

ABLE* . BAKIHR, CHARLIE, etc 

These letters are assigned from RIGHT to LEFT facing shoreward, 
and are in alphabet! sal sequence » 

0 Bc^oheG^ A beaoh is a definite part cf a sector ohesen as 
appropriate for landing, Ho sector vrill contain more than three beaches* 
Beaches will be coloured QaSBH*iraiTB*RED from RIGHT to LEFT facing shoroisard* 
If only two beach* a per eeetor are required for landings SHITE botch will be 
emitted* If only one boaoh is used it >.?ill bo coloured C^RSSKc. Beaches will be 
referred to by sector letter., oolour and the word ^B&ach"* Example* FOX GREEN 
BEACH c — — ■ 

So BBACH MARKING 3IQHS (lumbers underlined below refer to Appendix 'A 1 }o 
a D Dfey b^aoh eigne « 



(I) Left limit, facing phorewardi All left limits for 

GREEK* HITB and RED beaches will be marked by a WHITE 
oAT^rnG re<Ybutigle twelve by fo\*r feet on sixteen foot 
poles, supported by guys and displayed horizontally* 
In addition, GKEBN and RED beaches only will be markod 
by tn additional horizontal reotangl^ similar to tho 
WHITE one juat specified* but of the 'same oolour as the 
bwaoh* This second rectangle will be placed alongside 
the WHITS one and on the side toward the center r>? hho 
beaoh (Ijo 
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^recirs or obstructions wi 




ilj By day^ by a, cross plunk buoy with & foot wooden 

upright painted in green 'and whito horizontal bands 
(ea^h 1 ft, in length) and rarryinj; a gresti square 
flfttt Tin* bu&v will b<* fitted w4th a moor in,* of 
9 fa then of I temp.. 



£2) By night* by * green f 
the upright,, 



or 



Nit fixed t< 



b ft landing craft will be permanently fitted with en* of 

"bu^ys referred to in sub* paragraph (.1) abov^ It placed that it 

will "watch" Automatically should the craft sink 



n i - r k r ■ d b y 
as in *j t*b ■ 
obtain the 



Wrecked lctndin^ craft which are uncovered by the tide will be 
3lg upright tc the hull k. IS foot pole painted, flawed tm& lighted 
;raphn (1) and (£) aboro* Two pole & piay bo lashed together to 
lisite hoi^ht t if rwsceBsary* ftll major land in;!; craft will, carry 



two sparer painted 16 ft polftS fittfcsd w 
required for use by the Beach Parties* 



n square x 



to bo landei 



d* 3 has Is or obs t ructions looted by Hydro^rfrphiC Craft off the 
beach will^W tnarked oy these craft using the bvoy described in aub~par*i^rnph 
( 1 ) nto ova p m nor o d wi t h a h undr e d- p ound j± i nicer i 



the craft 



The buoys and rirurkg referred to above must be *iv<?m « wide berth* 
sain,: to leeward (or downstream) wh&r** fossibl* 1 



2 



Baud hWYs 



These will be* a cross plank buoy with * 5 foot black wooden upright an* 
black pennant exhibiting ft whites fxxed or £l«Fbin£ li.^htiby ni^ht^ moored with 
« 1^'* hemp to a hundred pound & inker o 



■ -i 



r/ifiaoMU) uaud buoys 



The ce will bo & cross plank buoy with a & foot rod wooden upright 
and red nnd yellow diagonal square fla^ exhibiting a r*?d fixed or flashing 1 t f r K ht 



by n 



i with a \ J* hynEu tc? a hundred --r^und 



SUHVLYlHr; 



a , Hvdr graphic- Units my uee naurlcs-, buoys and lights of I 
or colour ^""provided they canrwt be confused in any way with the rofirkd* buoys and 
li;hta laid dawn fibnte, nor with the st&nderd system of Beach ci^ns.andl li.;htn.> 
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The following day markings wa strqpgly racamrosndod 
(1 ) Ashore » 

To How poles markod with whits and/ar yellow Burgee « 

(B) Afloat , 

Grose plank buoy with whit© uprights carrying^ nhit^ 
yollow or blus (or any daairad combination &f thoaa 

. ; , ooloursj Burgee ^ i ... . - • l^ f 

Cq Should it be Mcossojy for surrey work to be carried put At 
night it is* considered that the colour &nd use of lights muot reit with thfl 

Gcstrnaridorfl 
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Office of j£j of GO 

Minutes of Meeting Held in the Conference Room 
(C4 - Room 8), at ,/ECiiHIG at 1100 hours, £Qth Harch, 1944- 




General Dtfight D* Eisenhower ^ 

Air Chief Marshal Sir A* Tedder 

Admiral Sir B*H. Kamsay 

General Sir B,L, l[ontgoir*eiy 

idr Chief Marshal Sir Lcigh-tlalloiy 

Lt* General Smith 

Lt* General &^-« 1 {organ 

Lt. G-oneral Sir g.K, G-alc 

Itear Aicbdral J«.l. Creaky 

Ilajor General H»il* Bull 

Ilajor General J .F-ll. lihituloy 

Air Vice Marshal H*2rB* rfigglesworth 

Air CorarjodoiMj S.C* Strafford 

i*ri£. G-cneral A.3< Novins 



Discussion -./as had on a draft cablu :Li reply to Cable Ho. 3^4 from 
General ifcrshall to the &®xmx Oomumdur Yfhich iv quested General Biscnhawr's 
views ?nit^ i: -^ K - - ■■H.Ti £ r W tfw '^i.TIL 1 dociiiw -'ind al^o ru ■posted data 
on landing ships and craft for 'G^SjOi©*! 

The Supremo Cotmiander approved thti draft reply with certain 
modifications to provide for a statement of fcfi^F full re ^romcnts in 
additional landing ships and craft based on a emice Ilation of 'Jffifift ' • 



II. JDJJCTBL- TO -SDIH31JG ^11X^5 GOfi^iE^ IC^E^^ 

4 draft directive to the Supronie Allied Commander, lEDlSHrUCl^iJ t 
based on assumption that the '^iVTL' assault is impossible of execution, 
vras disc us sod- 

■The Supremo Commander directed that the draft directive he changed 
m respect to the method for assisting ' WJXLQID' to provide xor maintenance 
of the highest possible tempo of offensive action, including the mounting or 

a positive threat against the SOUTH of tho ™^ ifthw 

provision for taking immediate advantage of '2**B£Bt* conditions should tiiey 

occur. 

III. 1 OVGRLOHO 1 AIH '?- a . 

General Moatgomory presented a pap^r (attached at ^.;endix 'a'} on 
thu subject: " 'OVUHLOiD' : ^ir He quir events as viewed by tne .irmy . 

This paper was agreed by tht Coimianders-in^uief and approved by the 
0 ^ r„u- Vom™i6vr. DECLASSIFIED , 

Authority .^.^ ^ ^ 




By ,J_ 



^ L „ NLE DATE 





BIGOT 



SECRET 



COPT 



' OVZLRLOiiD ' : iiir H ui.romonts as vie* red by the Army. 



1 . prc-D da y 



Air efforts in order to; 

(a) Destroy tho enemy air forces ■ 

(b) Destroy and disrupt communications bo as to 
irxpose delay on enemy movement tov/ard the 
lodgement aro&* 

(c) Mislead tho enemy as to tiie :*eai point of 
at"fcacic» 

(d) Attack curtain targets such as coastal batteries, 
oil installations, etc. 



2* D day 



(a) Thu Arny must be ^ot on shore* 

Therefore the first task toast Ism such air 
action as v/ill ensure this* .Direct air 
assistance to the assault -./ill bte vital 5 and 
mii b<- laid on uv to thu extent required by 
tlio Kavj* and -^^rmy^ 

(b) Ito taction of thw aM A )s against air attack - 
also vital. 

(c) action 4a in p^jra "l uu^v^. 




21 ^zmy Group , 
Mar 44- 



Goneral s 
C ommaixd^r-inH}hief - 



far* S&Ctiijf'SLV-Sf. 




SECRET 



BIGOT 



BIGOT W SECRET 



Discussion iras had regardij*g a draft cable , not circulated, to the 
War Department oorrfizrtiing telephonic conversation , Chief of staff v.-ith 'general 
Bandy, and explaining fully the position taken in respect to increased gunfire 
support for 1 OVIIdLLCKD 1 "by additional battleships and cruisers* 

V. BtHBIHG- OF JBSgg J ZBaI,^ffl ^TXp^ S£i£2 L-l 

jiir Chief ISarshal Tedder nomtaeat^d briefly on a J 10 paper (J 10 (44) 
106 (o) Final, 16th Starch, 1944)j vriich had been produced in response to ;i 
request for annex's to curtain questions on enemy rail requirements at the tirnc 
of l Q"CRI£j£I) t pertinent to tha subject of the planned air attacl-L3 on the enemy 
railway transportation system- 

vi, jgr»iE^ipK to ig 3.sas__og .m a jiaEniJT 

The meeting took note of the fact that it was not intended to invite 
manbors of the Cabinet to attend the SCLffiF conference on Honday, llarch 27 th, 
but that the :h wit at ion extended T tfOuld be for a luncheon aft or the regular 
meeting had been concluded- 

VII * ^S^H^M^S^^SS^ iETH^ 

The next re^ularl^y-scheduled Coninandora-in-Chief Meeting vri.ll be held 
at 11 00 hours on Monday , 27 th March, in thu Conference Room at 'JUE'rHI^. 




BIGOT 



Correspondence from OSS Director William J. Donovan to 
President Roosevelt March 9, 1944 



■ 

BEPOET JTittJ idlGUS TO frJUIS Oil CO^VliiSATIOiiS 



Today I had Uo lon^ telks Tfitli one oi the important 
l^dtrs of the French Resistance Uoveaitnt, He is motivated by 
dele ruination la drive German forces from French soil arid is nut, 
nnlike many t? there, occupied vitn details of internal French 
politics. K« cruised the Pyrenees Lhe firs L week in February 
and is in clandeelinely en route to AltierBi The heads of 

the French Mission here and the French Fed Cross both vouch ior 
hid, I shall refer to hi™ as n EeLj>]ii n , The i'ol loving facts ;Tere 
brought out in conversation, principally in answer to specific 

i 

questions: 

Attitu de pi' T>e;aberd of French Fc si stance- l,tove:ncnt toward J.^ericans: 

All branches, particularly those In the Maquis, are he- 

coming iacre&sir^ly disillusioned v:ith ttic British and /'.rjeriCQns* 

This feeling is being replaced by growing admiration for the Russians, 

v.ho ire considered f:lone to he henring the brunt of military opera- 

tions against the Gem on Arsty. There is diasppo intent over the J«£ 

in Italy, and Allied generalship in criticised es *No better than 

> the French that lost the Cattle of France. 1 ' Delphi believes this 

feeling Kill vanish as soon aa a successful invasion of Franc* is 

begun froiE the VJcst and that the Allied Ar!ni*s fcill fleet vdth support 
fro^ a unified France beyond anything tiuit khr either promised or 

r 



Delphi warned, a^aiii&t auditio^l n ins ul Ling" ejipluiv^lorj 

r 

propaganda, wbioh only provokes Ike rvaction *V:fl -wis, v.-ords p more 

r 

v.'orcei Inen are they coning 11 There was bitter reaction against 

■ 

the recent "alerte"* frora Lojjuoji and Algiers, which was interpreted . 
by patriots to indicate Allied Military operations for a;)orox irately 

_ 

February 15 . French patriots, particularly in the Alpn &nd in 
h'orthern and £ outturn section of the Atlantic Coast area, responded 
at once* The Gerjaan police ana their Vichy-French allits -ere 
\L j atchin£ for such activity, and a trier oas resistance "lehdcrs v.prc 
arrested, ^any Resistance Organisations have had to be re organ iked 
under nev, leaders* Eelphi urged unequivocally that no further 
calls- to -aftiae he rae&e until tine is ripe for action under a care- 
fully prepared strategic plan, ile is going to Algiers and thtn 

■ 

to London to bring til is natter to the attention of the proper 
authorities. 

■ 

Heed a 01 fteaygUncja Groups 

The essential needs nov: are arms accompanied by ir.struc- 
tions for their use. Only one -fourth of the enlisted strength of 
the Uaouis is araed. its ueabors are strong, fairly well-fed and 

■ 

adequately clothed, but need pre 33 -Day training in use of such 
smdLl anas as will by made e.vail*ble to Uieu. Earlier reports 

- 

about insufficient food and clothing *ere di hissed by Delphi as 



yre- 19£l, before the '^.dergrounri hr*1 discovered how to secure 
•Comment: This t&s not an announcement, but a call to rr^i' 1 ;!?- 






supplies frOiH the Vichy Policy, A ray <aid Youth Organisation stocks. 
He cited ius Unices of raius on Ucsrehousus to obtain bl&nktt s T-iiich 
i:crc rcade into uniforms, ho?; Youth Or^niiutiou leaders ui" trie 
"Ccapa&noii de France" turned over siioes Lo the H&quls; hov cattle 
tog clau^itcrcd for food and stocks of fuel destroy td after reaov- 

■ 

ing that needed by the Haquis. The only real need is arms, amrauni- 
tion and radios for wxacwniu&tiou. 

■ 

I told Delphi that I had heard there *se sentiaenl 
against arming the Resistance -iove^ent due to actc of banditry 
committed by cordon criminals under the guicc of oic^ibcrchiu in 
the Ltaquis, and that these acts had aroused antagonism of the 

■ 

average Frenchman against the Resistance aoveifient- lie attributed 

these statements to H£WFIOT t Vichy Minister of Propaganda, arid 

■ 

DJU'l'jjM'fD, the new Police Chief, as r means of discrediting the 
Maquis* Delphi stated that in regions where the ^ar. jis v^as ttoiaiuuit't, 
it.Jii^intiiined lavr and order, lie citeo the punishment of individuals 

■ 

for eland es tine slaughter of beef c&ttle for sale on the black 

■ 

iJarket, He cited flther instances reminiscent of the activities 
of the Slight Eiders in the bouth d wring the tie con struct ion Period. 



French Estimate of /.scrlcan M 












,ion of E 


ii'Tf.Tt-nt 


Frt-nch Gro jps, 



Delphi stated that the average intelligent Frenchman 
believed the American Government still had suae eyapatny for Vichy, 

■ 

r ■ id ■■ ■ ■ 



and did not huve a "violent aversion" to Vichy or even to LAVAL. 
Only on this basis could they tunltin our reticence in dealing 
officially with IJF [}/lULU£- It km widely rumored in Fr&nce that 

- 

■ 

the United yt fetes had planned to unite all Frenchmen hy persuading 
/JAFSlIAL F£T/hI:i to proceed to liorth Africa to set up his Government 
there at the tiane of the invasion of Algeria. Delphi said that 
vould have been the best solution lor France and tnat EE GAULLi 

■ 

vould then have joined force? s v.ith the !A!£klAL, However K 



ft'as either too old, too eowaruly or too closely held a. 
by bis entourage and the fienena to take this one logical and 

■ 

patriotic step. PJiTAld nov: has no political importance in the 

■ 

active sense* 

Since the plan to effect en understanding between PETAIl* 



and Di- GAULLE ciid not succeed, it is believed in France that the 



Department, *iUi the approval of FKESIDOT KG0SEV5LT, is 



seeking a new interred iaiy solution between EE UAULLL and. vhat is 
left of Vichy. CiiAUTiilPS in America is sup.iosuti to have access to 

+ 1 

FEESlDEvT RDG&EvTIT antl to b« urging a daal v.it.i ex-leaders of the 
French Parliament who are still in France, such as j'JATOL.-' LL 'D^£! 
and nEE?lO? t if the latter is not too old, V.ith these are usually 



■ 

grouped (in pre sent French ooiniun) certain Synarchiste ind us tri El- 
ista iind bankers, particularly of the B^naue d 1 Into -Urine &roup, 
such as JiAUEOUIii and LAUFEiT. These politicians, induslri alibis 





and bfcnKerc are supposed to oe the cnosen group for the transi- 
tional £0 vemi^nt of a ii berated i'rmce. These rumors stiil 
persisted at th.6 end of January* 

i 

Althougii I told Delphi I was convinced the facts \.ere 
different from tne plan he reported, he trjju^t it would be of 
value to outline the reactions of v^jious sections of French 
opinion to any such plan. He stated tnat a^art from the bankers, 
industrialists a^d politicians Bseritiyiifcd, thtre exists no group 
in France v.hich ^ould accept v.itii approval hiiy such iuvyra. 

The important political yroups CuLUer tnan underground) 
ore co 11 tbor at ionic t, end represent only ^OjQOQ individuals. 
Thcee collaborationist groups uret 

1. ' The PiPF (Par tie Populaire rrancaise] , led 

by KffilOT. 

2. The: RHP (RaBGcmblc-itc-nt Nat ion ale Populairu), 
led by DM 1 . 

3. The police and &r:ced n !,;ilice n , nov, controlled 

■ ■ 

by BJfti-iAKD with active German support. 

4. The organized press, directed by JEAN LUCuAlRE. 

Until September 1^4 3 tneso groups struggled anong them- 
selves for privileges un.ier Gei-cian protection. The overv.hc Inline 
opposition of the people and the graving power of organised re- 

■ 

sistance forced these groups to present a program in Paris to %fref$ 



included til L Ground ion of tiMir ] 



irito tut Vichy Government^ {?„) Cleans in j (g juration) of tht Trench 
sd a in i titration to make roojti for d nuclei of their supporters and 
(3) the arifiin^ of the ir ..!ilice 11 una its integration into a single, 



■ 



arnied, repressive force. 

It le believed taut the Ceivmns accepts this plan, tut 
insisted that '.AVM. be kept as tii indispensable political leaner. 
Mone of the leaders of these groups has ka& sufficient political 
experience to £pvem,even us s puppet. If LAVAL la not kept, ttie 
Germans would have to impost a Gauleiter on France, and fell French, 
collaborationist v*ould disappear, 

The first result of Gerwin acceptance v. as to nake Jj^LtkViD 
nead of tne State Police* lit r;as tn trusted *;ith repression of 
patriot activities. ULI-iEiCTi the active spokesman oi' tuis group, 
v.as placed in charge of l'Tencn propaganda aitd radio activities, 

■ 

■ 

ana the "Cilice" has. been organized in tne Northern fcone t hitherto 

- 

closed to Jrench police forces. 

JJ&fot/.;& *as a grett French patriot- :te served 

i- ■ 

in both v, as a non-cora and Li eute riant in T.orld V.ar I (where 




every 



French decoration for bravery) and v. as one of 



uuUt aiding loaders of tat Corps Traiics, and in the present v.sr. 

He apparently has become an opfKJi'iunisL xl^oxi T?hose vanity LA ,r >L 

and others hiva hwa. ably to play. Today there is no jaore ^ 

;£'i£^ 



couviucea iiiia uajj^croas a ^ra-r^ri^an leader in France 





Opposed to these coilsbor alienist elements arc the ^rcat 
mass of French people- 7i;e &o$$ oi j/reatest importance is the 
l(XTf,e fc.ro up of Litelligtnt wen zmi ttfliac-n, aostly proi'eft&i^iul 
people, Jj«t\:oen >0 ^.d 40, '.ho n&aice up t,ie intellectual elite* 
Prior to 1^ their interest, in politics trafl illative; no'* tliey. 
lead tik resistance. "Aile opposed to Byn&reMsa on the one nLiiia t 

■ 

they i.re equally opposed lo tile return of the pre-war iorz of 
parliamentary govern™ nt. They favor ft t ate Hocittlisst for all 
industries of national importance (raiJ'.KjrS, eleetriciil ^o:er, 
insurance conpanies, Hi&es, etc. J 'i'heir pl&tfonn appeals to the 

■ 

1 i by ctr. I L ,.1 s or ( : vr; i :■ e a , • r, •> r a ; ;. -y r _ . « i ■ t in th s lutu v £ 
Jroridi Stats* Vfitn self- chosen representJVtivps, Tne group in 

■ 

studying & plLT for i. ::gv/ c^pislitulion patterned on tbnt of ih* 

- 

United $inU&. They vant none of tile TLiird Republic, and lauyi 
xjMtn rerjintifed by the parliamentarian "has-beens 11 of Algiers tiiat 
tfvEHEEffl TJL BR UK is still President of trance* 

The Major criticism resistance Groups in France level 
al Algiers is tntt too such tiae is given to ainor political 
debates £^orj£ representatives of a" defunct Parliament, 

Peoole itside France rill believe in tiie j , T-fti:ch f-r:.ry only 

■ 

-when it n&s proven victorious in battle in offlRtineiTtLil ?uTope- 

_ 

Great dis appoint m^nt r.as been felt over the ^art played by French 

■ 

troops in Italy. :jany Kc^iBtfiiiec- " -**rs refill Uiic attitude 

* 1 

DECLASSE- 



tov.ards the &ftrtf, poiiitLui to bit equally filov ^ro^Tccs of An£io- 
African Armies in Italy- hil end en the note tht.t only tnn 



r.usaiLTiS nave proved their fnilitLrj 1 y&1u£. 

The r>mk aud file ambers 01 the resi stance organizations 
5 re recruited frea the oeasar-i una vorker aassea. 

i 

Trw peasantry is Enti-Ger:.i£i] but non- suffering* Their 

r 

position is guided 'oy material consiceraticriK. They have, horavtir, 
proved helpiul to resistance groups, (The Lhouis aurvive tiufi to 



their support.) They fear post-v.ar political disorder s ar.d T.iant 
a strong -(ivemmr-nt to iniiintfti r L order. They knve eji el'f't ^ctionote 
regaitl for FLTAIi, ft fatherly leader v. ho has tried to save France 
by ni nor tricks and opposition tbCtics after the Ariiy's collepsfi. 
Tnis support is only sentimental. 



oppose both Cermny am Vic by. 3>ooa ar,d necessities are J*cl:in£ 
in the cities, Eufferin^ is grtft. If internal disorder is to 
be avoided, food should be on h&nd for distribution to tiie vorking 

■ 

classes in tlie cities v. hen the Gersens are defeated. Delphi is 
curtain lh*t if this is not done, there will be a Coaauiiist up- 



rising «Jid a resultant rti^n of terror. Tne v. or iter talnks and 

_ 

speaks only of the s-icuate food and nor^l living conditions t;ie 



Asoerictns iilon« cm brin£. It is im^orttnt thit v,e not fail thea, 
AlUioki^h there i*re fe J *" ;si J. it*avL Co^iiunists and aiwoct no Couij.^iifcl 



The toi-itfcrs have suffer^ most under occupation. Vhey 





4. 



letters, there is mong workers and pcaocats a IcvUnt eyAp&tliy for 

Communis:!:,, in theory ami as applied "Lo the otii^r fcllov;, and. tnis 



ia enhanced by Russian military success. 

Tne vorJ^rc *aiit ^ovcrnauiit rcfora vith properly or^sni^tu 



tratitt unions a part of tht t oVLKiLng author it}. Tiiic de.^iwi ic 



second only to adequate wage levels.. Tnej' nave urged such of tftcir 
number aa ref.cn safety to pit ad with Algiers t London and £aahington 
for foots for the cities ii onier ia to he ■liaintuincd. 

k serious internal proLk-*a ia Gui-j^n deuor a ligation 
of nivii inns in t,]^ north and east* In Alsace tile children hLVG 
betn tenant only Aati tenets. Girls have been eroourafiecf to accept 
German advances to tfje point that a v. hole nev^ generation of Gcrazmfi 
is being born and it ia rare to set a ^irl or v.™ am over W t who is 

■ 

n^t situ chile. The aore determined elements of the resistance 

r 

EaoveutenU come froas A Is act end Loraine. They operate in central 
France in preparation for tneir return to their hone land* 



OV^Xvhelpiiiiily rants EE He has promised 



on hit return to surround hi^seli ^ith a truly French government 
representative of those who staved in France and resisted, the 
invader. Parliurcjit lias lost Us ^resti^e ljuI ? f onH regain it. 
The French do not xuxil a return oi the Third republic. A French 

lann in France, and the resistance groups mast be assured 





10 - 



F J 



■ 



they aro IjoI bein£ asked to risk their lives viwiout being 
inte£Ttited. in the general strate^j oi W i:\ vision. Tbsy vant 
concrete acts> not orope^ande. Tiv? i'irs-L step must be to 



13 :tocs mi 

wpsmsmm r^om fro:.; mms r ;o iegis on conversation 

■ 

In furtiuur conversation with Delphi, he ^ule Uo i'urtn&r 

joints; 

One is that th& rtitji of turror is fining momentum » 
Tiit? uns^wafcablt 1 Lunures mod ^aii.sL luuuburg t>I tiw j^i stance 
Groups and their lajjilits, v.L^i-t tiv^ia v-o^fcii ^Uid children arc 
subjected to the aost f isndisn cruelties, hiv« pruvuk*?C Llie 

ang^r of the Trench people- tizyvg&y ig re-^v^&riag every- 

■ 

v.htre, and there is an iron determination on tuo part of thcce 
people to fifth t against tneir oppressors. The Frtinuh 'Milice" 
iron flauttj-.Savoi indicates liiat the Germans and the cilice* 

i 

no v. execulii^ patriots vitliout trittl, 

- 

The other point of interest ia tlifc constant coll poor lo- 
tion of the French movement krunoi as " Compaq on n dc France" 
T.ith the Resist ^icc- Groups * Thic orgenisation, vhich hed the 
blessing of Viohy, v.eie lon^ used as a clock i'or obtaining 
supplier ujidyjuip.-ient for the Fcnietancc- Movement but v. as 
abolished early in January, Its members and leaders have in 

■ 

■ 

■ 

iBhuy instances joined tiic he ei stance dnder ground. 
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BRITISH ASSAULT AREA 



2 S WAY \m 

* to $HXLf 





/ 0 




NAVAL 





(Short Title : ONBA) 



i 



Authority 
By jS^iMb- 




^.JJL?j^i Office of Flag Officer, 

l/o{7<J British Assault Area. 



CO 



The enclosed orders will be brought Into foroe by signal when 
Flag Officer, British Assault Area, assumes coicmand. They are to be O 

■ 

referred to In signals and correspondence as fl ONBA - ". 1 / 

2. They will supersede previous orders for the British Assault 
Area, relevant extracts from which have been reprinted herein. 

3. When necessary to correct these orders by signal, a general 
signal will be made .in the "Y 0" {British Assault Area) Operational 
signal series 

J. W. RIVETT-CARNAC, 

Rear-Admiral. 
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British Assault Area - N^ral Operation Orders 



SliCTION I - GENERAL 



1. LIMITS OF BEITISE ASSAULT AREA. 



SOUTH) 
EAST ) " 



NOHTH Let. U3° 40' N. 



North Coast of PRAiCE. 



WEST Line 0£3 LJ (true) from the root of Western 

breakwater at POET-EN- LeiSSIN (49° 21 • % j 00° 43 f W. 
approx. ) to longitude 00° 40 f 7/. , thence 000° (true). 
(U.S./DKITISH dividing lint). / 

■ 



1. 



DIVISION OF BKITI^h ASSAULT ARE;, (See L-iag. Ed. 1 ) . 
Reference Adnta * ? - ^ 

■ 

FQIE'jEEE VEE LIGHT 49° 20' N. 00° 31 ' w. (appro*.) 

ST. AUEIN LIGHT 45° 20' N. 00° 24 » M* " 

MERVILLE REBOUBT 49° 17' N. 00° 13 r W. ' » 

CAP D'ANTIPER LIGHT . . . . 49° 41 ' H. 00° 10 ' L. 



{$} Special British mined areas in the vicinity of EAVJffi. 



SCALLOPS 



. The waters East of longitude 00° 05 1 Vv. 
between latitudes 42° 32' H. and 
43° 26' E. 



SCALLOPS PLUS 



. , The waters Eorth of SCALLOPS and East 
of a lint drawn from position 49 0 32' N. 
OC° 05' W, in a direction 047° (true) to 
CAP Ij'AifTLFEB LIGHT, 



SCALLOPS miiUS ...... Tiie waters South of SCALLOPS and East M « 

of a line drawn from position 49° 26' m 
00° 05' W. in direction 143° (truo) to the 
.jGOiiSt, . ■ /' 

(rhest: areas arc identical with those formerly established by 
H.G.&.T.?, <s LAADO. No. 1). 



(2) EttlTlSli HAKBOUE idtEA - Waters within the following limits 



NORTH 2nd 

EIMl-T ........ . r 



j|. liri£ drawn from position 318° FOIME 

^ via; r.i,;ht y .$ ( on the U,3,/Eritish 
dividing line) in a direction 035° 
to position 000° ST* AU3IN Light 6\5 
thence 110° to position 000° iKKVILLE 
BEDOOJiT 7 f *G* thence 180° to MERVILLE 
RELOL^T* % 

/SOUTH 



M £ J R E T 



1-ritiah Assault j&as&s - I\.^-v:.I Operation Orders 



BECTiOH 1 - OEICR^ (Continued) 
2 ' tuition 0?' El\IjL'I"i?;i Af jii j JJ f /l AKi'> L ( c-i... 1 - 1J UnLlnucg), 

SOUTH The North, Co aet of S^SSi 

WEST , # .g^/British dividing line* 

(The limits of this ^roa are identical with those containing 
the arras GOLD, JUNO wi& SWORD previously £st?&U&hed by 
N*'J iB, T,F^b MABO No. 1), 

(3) Seaward iLt r t;as # 

HKE Boundaries 

North 49^' 1,0' 

• South Northern boundary of harbour aroa* 

East Longitude of ST. AUBIS Light, 

toes t t : -*-*m-.*i U.Li. /British -di vising iinu s . 

TUNNY Boundaries:- 

North . .... 49 0 ft. 

South ..... Goastoi* ijlL^GE, 

*:. Sast SCALLOPS areas. 

fftst PUCE find "Harbour" Areaa. 

TUTTO NORTH) di^^ Lat , 49 o 

TUNNI SOUTH) ^ 7 <** 

pwse areas arc identical with tlioao formerly established 
K.C.E.T.P.'o B.A.A.D.C. ffo. 1.} 



{a) 3 But- 'in-aa. i-jyiuinF Line- 

JUNO c*nt«) ££ i«m Mimas m Tttk Iff. 

(t) Irai^r 'lrifj. Out^r Anchor^ 05 . 

H^urthtr rub^iiviuinfl -,ch Sufe area. Inner nnnhor^ 
will extoiKl about 2^ atisa o|-f ,,hure as la£d down by 
Signal to suit ffee circuoiiitattcos f&jm to '-jbt.'4n (Scl 
CNJiA N: . 5, prji-a. 7). 



/(c) <^QLD 



* - 



SJC RUT 



Pago 3(a) 



British Assault Area - ifaval Operation Order. 



SECTION T 



PORT JEN BE3SIK 

sub arc-a inner anchoraga 



MULBERRY T 'B" 

sub nrca inner anchorage 



GOLD AREa 

sub area inner anchorarre 



O0O u (true) from Semaphoro 
ftowar, position 



COO° (true) from 



A- ESTABLISHED E3R03E 



British As^.ult Area - n*vh1 Operation OnW ^ ^ 



MOTION I ~ caMBAL f fjnntinii^l 
' 4 ' -f STALL1 SlIE^ BERTHS : Qj.- T KT-jTHATttj,: POfiiTTfiKR ttttoc » 



CD 



^^0^1 ST * p« **m (49° m 'm 



Lint; a : - 



A Northern boundary of Harbour area. 

B to - &mimm& ^ A, 5 cables apart. 

, r ?S follows;-. "'.v , 

flncl.) 

Mnc s through position 000° (faua) £j£ 

„ J ■ 11 r „ e t, 

J " », H I |*| 

n ■ " " Ji J ai 

H " 11 « " N n » 

" J w u * It I, ,t £7, 

» L " r* „ * " 2-0- 

; w ,f > » - B o's- 

f through tiw obartarBd position of .ST. AlW.UgkthrujBe 

i 



(2 J Berths,, 



"Harbour area". 011 tJlc tfflflt6rri bounds of the 

Berth or position should by indicate "hir +v,„ i-i'i * , . 
foiled by the nu,b,r of th. berth in Thtt lH " e ' liSVffc 
(written) or L.4A FT 5 {hoisted) fi^i^ti* if* ,2V * jUsC E 

fi A3), Lfoawea^ vindicating berth raid-way between S 44 and 

fW wc^&rfgr m 10 #«« si* mm to t 
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Memo on conditions in Normandy, June 3, 1944 



3 June r 1944 



1* Subjects i 




&■ Proper a oordi amtian with the Frenah. 

b* Be athar - 

^saah and undersea aba tacla a. 

:S . Future aucoeaa of the air in break ing tip 
eff eotiTeness of ho at lie ground unit* - 

S + future or ganiiat-iotit- 



Z* The ut!:?r af coordination with the French ha.* bsen highly soid- 
plloatad be a ad a a of laofc of oryi til ligation in Idea* involving both 
the political and ptilitiry field*- 5peotf ioally, the President de- 
sires that floor ii nation b* flffeotad With th# Frenoh on the baaia of 
deftlicig wllft amy group OF group* that dan effectively fight the 
Germ*"*- Hi a Dlreetlw apparently r4cogniE*B the influence of the 
Kat4ori*l Cflninittoe of Liberation in France but he 1* uimillln£ to 
prflraia* any Occlusive dealing with the group since that, he appar- 
ently bolleTea. would be tantamount tc recall glng ths Cosranlttefi as 
a provisional ^overaws-st *f Franco, tat up froa the Outside. 

Ha have our direct r^caa* of eowminlaatton with the Resistance Group* 
of France but all our inforafttion lead* u* to believe that the only 
authority these Re*i*ta^ce Groups desire to raeogniie la that of 
UaGaulla and hla CoB" it te - Hcnta var * eince Ue-&aulle 1* apparently 
willing to cooperate only flq the basis of our dealing with bin #x- 

oluaively* Hie whole thing falls i^to ft rather torry mo**. BeGaull* 
la, of eoura** now control lin^ T&m only French allltary force* than 

qm tAka part in this operation- Consequently* f roa the purely 

nfiilltary viaw^Qiat we Bietp at Least until the time that other French 
forces mipht coaaeivably be organised completely independent of hi a 
moTttment, deal with him a 1 one- H*. h0V4*4fj tairta the attitude that 
military and political matter^ go hand Ln hand and Will not cooperate 
militarily unless political recognition of IM kind ia accorded hia. 
We do not seea to l?e able, in advance Of D-dfty* to itraighten the 

Batter at ell- I hare Juat learned that DeGauile has failed to accept 
the PrliW Mini iter h a imitation to come to 3ngl*nd P *ayiog that ha 
would uake hit decision this afternoon* 

The rapid * orbing out of all the conflicting idea a la quite nee#asary 

if wa ikr* to secure the BUtBura help from the French both ln*ide and 

outsit* the country* 



3» Tha waathar in thla country 1* practically unpredictable* For 

*ti w days our axperta hav* been meeting almost hourly and I hftvo been 

holding Co -^nder-lii* thief meeting* onae <sr twice a day to consider th 
reports ani tentative prediction** While at thia momSnt, the morning 
of Jtms 3rd, it appears that th* weather will not be L »o bad a* to 



r H 



preclude landings ft«d will possibly oren permit reasonably efftotiTe 
gunfire support frem the NaFyp the ploture from thm air ¥iewpcint U 
not so good- ( 

Probably no on* that doe* not hart to bear the epa&tfio direot r*- 
apcnelbillty of -matt^E ttie final daelston as to what to dti, can Ufldor- 
eUdI the lntemiity of these burdens- Th» Supreme Commander* =**eh 
mrfr than any of hi* subordi nates ■ ii kept informed of the political 
i a sues iimjlirad, particularly the anticipated of fact of delay upon the 
Russian*- Ha likewise ta in elaso touch with ill the advice f rott his 
ailitary subordi ttftteii and TJtiat face the itvue even whtfn teehnit&l 
ad Tic* at ta weather ii not unanimous from the several experts- Sua a ess 
or failure sight eaaily hinge upon t he ef factiTeneci P tot VanplOj of 
airbamo operations* If the weather ia suitable for everything, else* 
but unsuitable for airborne opcratiCmfii the question become* whether 
to risk the airborne WTenent anyw&y or to defer the whole affair In 
the hopes of getting weather that ta a bit better* 

Ify tentative thought is that th* desirability for sotting a tar ted Oft 
the next f mTOmbl e tide ia ao great *dd the uncertainty of the w* 
is such th*t WO Qould waver anticipate really perfect weather eolnelient 
with proper tidal OGildltiong, that we must g.o unlet A there ta a real aid 
*efy serious deterioration in the weather ■ 



An Slnca laat February the eruepiy hfr* bean consistently tway 111 placing 
obatulei of Tar lou* types Oil nil European beaches, suitable for landing 
operation** Mast of the^a are also mined* Wader ordinary circum- 
stance a of land attack these would not be particularly ferioua but be- 
cause they met b* handled quickly add affectively before th» najor 
portion of our troops can begiti unloading r they present a haifrr-i that 

ia a wry considerable one* It it because of th*lr existence that we 
Rtuat land earlier en the tide than #s had griginelly intended* fhia 
giTOa ua a ohftisce to go after them tftll* they are a till or: dry land 
becaua* if their baaea were under water they wpuid bo practically Im- 
possible to handle* If Our gull jupport of the operation and tha DD tank* 
during, thi* period are both highly effsctiYe., we ehouM be all rifiht* 

The UTldar-water ob*taclsa, that if, the sea minea, forfl* u4 to iwaop 
*T*ry foot of water over which we operate and thie add a ismaaurably 
to thft -difficulties in reatrictsd waters 111 whtah wa ara operating* 
The coBbiua.tion of UJldar*cea and beach obitules is eerious but w* be- 
lieve ie h*7* it whipped^ 

^* Because the enn^f in fcrs&k strength ia occupying a country that is 
interlaced with flfM CQufnuHicstion ay stem r cur fcttaok oan be looked 
upcm a* rcaaonabl* only If OLtr traffBendoiac air force le able to lpipeda 

his ccnc*ntr*tioni against us end to hulp destroy the effect iveness of 

any of hie counts r attaefcl* Weathsr again ccerrSB into thL* problem, 
becauac it ia my own belief that with reasonably good weather during 
the flnt two or three Weefca of the opermtlon P eur air aup-Sriarity and 
domination will see ua through to auOCOit - 

+ 

6* Latsly « hava boon a tu dying earnestly tha question of futurs organ- 

itation. aeeuaing that we h*^« *5t*blishad a beachhead ao firmly that we 



no lqn^er need fftar b*ing Viatel into th* *a*. All British land 
forces Til 11 quickly be in and I per eOnally do^bt tiiat the Srltifth 
will b* libit to reft Intel n mare than fifteen or eixtemi Dirialoni in 
actlv* wfft» in thia theater* ThU ffl**n& that the bulle of the l»nd 
foro*a swst oop* from, the United Stftta*. Lagioally* ftlaOp there 
sbould OOM ft bout mutually t*i* d**L rablllty of undertaking offanaiva 
opera t io O* In fftirly -iiatinct J one* of advance, with eadh of the ground 
& rwpi*nti auppg-rttd by it* 0*n dUtlnet ftir fore* at loftit is far at 
fighter and fighter bOmbere ar* concerned* HhftntMt co»a about evory 
factor of *ia^llelty In organisation, national prld*, effl^leno} la 
a4minietratl&n h a to., Indieatea the further desirability of tinTiilg t«0 
principal ground ooraflandsr* P crai operating, to the Northeast, on** to 
the Eaat. (I believe* hfimnr, that th* Briti * h formation will probwbly 
have to bo reinforced by an American Army Of lit lftfttt ft Carpa-.) Ending 
thia particular development It will a till be »oe*4ftry to be^Ln th* 
oatabiiament in I^irope of an American An^ Group Header artera* I plan 
to have BrftdLey GMuand thia u« headquarter* 4urlng the transition 
period, t*1it l4 P until i« are Completely oetebllahed and ready to under- 
take operation* in diatiiret ronea of ftdYanoe- Hie uriLl operate during 
th* tfMaition period under Nont^oartry- Finally. Bradley and Jfcflt- 
gomftfy will eft-oh report directly 8 to mO- 

At thftt tl» a certain portion of tho totalled "tautlcal" air force* 
that ta P TD04tUTii boabera and poaeibly 40a4 of the Long range flgtlterij 
will renin under tha C-tn-C P A*E*F* Thia portion 0? the taotlnai 
air fore* Will be Available to a tela t eith-ir Anqf Group- 

I hftrt id ready istued a tentative Directive to plan for future orgafill** 
tion of groan* and air forces along th* line* isfidieatad in thia para- 
graph - 
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SECRET 



2 JUME OFEBATIOW 

(D minus 3 at timo of operation; became D mirius 4- ivhen D-lJay fan ■ ™ tponixU } 
Operation flo # First r.Iission Field Ordsr 709 

1 4 MGISIQNs Operations on this day were specified for D minus 3 
by the Overall Air Flan aB_modified by Headquarters 4^E # A*f a All objec- 
tives wore located in the ?: s de Calais (Fortitude) area, the attacks 
having as tfihe ir purpose deception of the enemy as to the actual assault 
area* (Cover Plan* J It was provided that in those operations immediately 
preceding D-D ay only one -half of tho available heavy bombers mm to bo 
employed in order to conserve tho force for an all-out assault in direct 
support of the troop landings, 

2, PLANNING, 

a. The weather forecast for tho Fay do Cr-lais area indicated 
S/lO-lO/la str^.tocunrulus with bases 300-1500 feet and tops 7OO0-90O0 feet* 

b* In view of predicted cloud conditions, plans ivere nvidc to 
employ through the overcast bombing technique in this operation which would 
utilize approximately ono~half of tho available heavy "bombers, Thn follow- 
ing allocation of targets among the -.hree Bomb Divisions was nadoj the 
nature and size of the objective determining the strength of tho attacking 

force! 

Chart Force 
Raffi N qj, Target 



Force I - 3rd Bomb Division 





(Tactical Unit - 


Group of 13 B-17's with 1 H2 


X Pathfinder) 




Bonlogno Area 


Medium Battery 


3 Groups 




Equihcn Area 


Medium Battery 


3 Groups 


H. 


Boulogne Jtxoa, 


Pfedium Coastal Battery 


3 . Groups 


l6» 


Wlmoroux Area 


Field Battery 


3 Groups 


17, 


i 

T ^^erenx Area 


Heavy Coastal Battery 


3 Groupsi 




F 

(Tactical Unit 


or co XI - 1st Bomb division 
- Group of IS B-17 1 ^ with 1 H 


21 Pathfinder) 


*1. 


Boulogne Area 


Medium Battery 


2 Groups 


z. 


Neuf chatel Area 


Medium Battery 


2 Groups 




Hquihan Area 


Medium Battery 


2 Groups 




Boulogne Area 


Medium Coastal Battery 


2 Groups 


5, 


Hardolet Area 


Medium Coastal Battery 


2 Groups 


6. 


Dannoa Area 


Defended Locality 


2 Groups 


7. 


St, Cecily Area 


Medium Coastal Battery 


3 Groups 
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Chart 
K ef. No. 
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For oo 



Force III - 2nd Bomb Division 
(TacticQ Unit - Squadron of 12 B-2/ f T s rrith 1 H2X Path finder) 



0. 


St, Aubin Area 


Medium Coastal Battery 


3 


Squadrons 


9. 


Stella Jujago Area 


Medium Coastal Battery 


3 


Squadrons 


10, 


BorcK sur rter Area 


Field Battery 


3 


Squadrons 


n. 


Bcrck sur Mer Area 


fvbdiim Coastal Mftttory 


3 


Squadrons 


13. 


Berck mm Bfer Area 


Radar Installation 




Squadrons 


13. 


B rck sur iter Area 


Light Ooastal Battery 




Squadrons 


14. 


Berck sur Mur Area 


Defended Locality 


1 


Squadron 


15. 


Stella Plage Area 


Defended Locality 


2 


Squadrons 


18, 


■ 

Boauvoir Gross bor Installation (Dump) 


6 


Squadrons 



* Units from r:or<: than ono Force assigned to those targets. 

H2X Pathfinder aircraft utilising GSS fixes for navigation yrere to bo used 
for t?tfv;ct location except in the case of the units attacking tho Crossbow 
installation at Boauvoir, GH bombing equipment was to be used in this 
instance . 

o* The general plan for routing of tho bomber forces followed a 
pattern similar to that employed on previous large scale Crossbow opera- 
tions, tho problem being to avoid interference among the large number of 
unitm attacking 18 different targets located within a realtively small area 
and at the same time concentrate the attacks no that a minimum of nnti- 
aircraft fire could be- brought to bear against tho bonfb- r.= -a a whole. 
Penetration and v/ithdrawal corridors wore assigned to each force aa ttoll ad 
specified per-.cvb .v; attack which wore 1200-1210 hours for Forco I, 1220- 
1230 hours for Force II, and 1X4-0-1250 hour a fbr Force III. As a farther 
measure to improve maneuver ability, it was specified that oaoh force imuld 
fly aa three formations of equal Blae* Tho units of Force III assigned 
to the Crossbov; Installation at Beauvoir vroro not included in the afore- 
mentioned plan of attack* The six Squadrons detailed to thin target vroro 
to be divided into two waves, the first to attack at 1310, the second at 
1335* Hicse tirnings were sot to avoid interference with bombers returning 
from their attacks on tho coastal installations and tho interval between 
the waves was to permit the GH ground station to change transmitter settings 
for the Aiming Point of the later Wave, The routing to this target af- 
forded the long , straight approach required by the GH equipment and flue 
consideration r/as given to avoidance of the strongest anti-aircraft defen- 
ses on both the penetration and withdrawal. 

d. In determining tho strength and disposition of tho fighter 
support,^ it was considered unlikoly that eneKiy aircraft would react to a 
very limited penetration of the coast :! area. Accordingly, area support by 
three Groups and one Group vras deemed adeqiiate for the bombers 

operating olon^ the Pas de Calais, For tho units assigned to Boauvoir, 
i*Mch would make a someivhat deeper penetration, oho F-51 Qroup w£ia assigned 
as close escort* In addition ^ one Group and two P-51 Groups were de- 

sign atod to patrol the Toumai, Compiogne and Evrousc areas under Ground 
(type 16) control for the purpose of intercepting enemy aircraft v/hich 
might bo assembling as a precautionary measure against a possible deep 
penetration by the heavy bombers. 
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a* Eight hundred and sixty-tv:o hoavy bombers mm dispatched 
in the three forced participating in this operation* Despite tho presence 
of sojbo cloud layers at essorably levels, units forced vdthout difficulty 
and flow their missions essentially as planned* 

b. Bonbing through 10/10 cloud m& accomplished on H2X Path- 
finders mippl onion tod by GEK fixes accept in the oaf a of the units directed 
against BojAUVoir rthich utilized GH Pathfinders Throo units of the- Force 
I were unable to attack due to failure of Pathfinder eqiiipiaont and tvro 
Squadrons of the Force III attacked assigned targets of other units when 
thfeir respective load Pathfinder became inoperative* A total of 776 
bombers dropped 23 22 tons, nil except 23 aircraft dropping on assigned 
targets. Strike photographs vjoto TuarGVonling but subsequent roconnoisixaneo 
cover was obtained. Bombing results arc summarized ns follows; 





Fqrc'i I 


- 3rd Bomb D: 


Lvliiinn 




Chart 
Rof .No. 




4/P. Pte&L 


( ) FFF Bo-nbs Dropped 


Ho suit 


*1. 


Holilo gnc 




38 (3) 438x500 HE 


mi 


16, 


Wimoroux 


56 (3) 


18 (l) 210x500 


Good 


*3. 


Equlhen 


58 (3) 


56 (3) 651x500 


Nil 


*4« 


Boulogne 


% (3) 


52 (3) 600x500 


Ml 


17. 


Wiiaoroux 


57 (3) 


54 (3) 625x500 


mi 






383 (17) 


218 {13)252^x500 





Fo rce II 1b t B omb Division 



*1. 


Boulogne 


38 (2) 


38 (2) 


444x505 


Nil 


*3, 


Equlhon 


37 (2) 


35 (2) 


372x500 


Hii 


♦4. 


Boulogne 


37 (2) 


37 (2) 


394x500 


Nil 


5* 


Hfirdolot 


33 (2) 


37 (2) 


406x500 


Nil 


2. 


Neufehatol 


43 (2) 


42 (2) 


500x500 


Nil 


6. 


Drinn-3s 


38 (?) 


38 (2) 


415x500 


Nil 


7. 


St. Cecily 


55 (3) 


52 (3) 


610x500 


Nil 






236 (15) 


279 (15)3141x500 






Forco III 


- 2nd ^oKjb 


Oivifiion 






9. 


Stat, la Flngc 


24 (2) 


23 (2) 


4xLO0O 
84x2000 




15. 


Stella Pin go 


24 (2) 


24 (2) 


4x1000 . 
88x2000 


Nil 


12. 


Eorck sur Mor 
Other Targets 


24 (1) 


23 (0) 


92x2000 


Nil 


13. 


Borck sur Mor 


24 (2) 


24 (2) 


275x500 


mi 


14. 


Bcrck aujr Mor 


12 (1) 


12 (1) 


138x500 


Nil 
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A 7 C Disp. A/C Att f , Total 
Includes FFF Bombs Dr orrood Results 



11. 
10. 



Btirck sur Mar 



Boi*Gk sur Mcr 



3? (3) 36 (3) 402*500 



37 63 J 



36 (3) 26x1000 
113^2000 



Good 



Ml 



St. Aubin 



IS. 



Bo.mvoir 



39 (3) 3^ (3) fodOOQ 

137x2000 

71 (6) 63 (5) 744x500 



Mil 



Fnir 



Total 



293 {23 ) 279 (21) 40x1000 

514x2000 
1559x500 

R62 (55) ^76 (49) 7354x500 

40x1000 
514x2000 



*T7nifcE fFom *iore than ono Force resigned to those targets* 

/□.though it is indic.!i tod that only four of tfco specific targets ivoro affoc- 
tod by the bombing * t^ero is evidence of dn.nngo to other instnll-itiona in 
this heavily fortified nraa, 

c* Fight or support v-s provided by 365 aircraft, 175 ^-47*0* 
46 ?-38 f s f 144 p -51 s ^ from the eight assigned Groups* As planned j ono 
^-3^ Group and thrco P-47 Groups afforded area cover, cas P-51 Group gave 
close escort to the units assigned to Bcauvoir and one P-47 and two F-51 
Groups operated under Ground (typo 16) control* 

d. HheTT£r opposition confined solely to anti-aircraft fire 
which varied front monger to noderr.to and ima gcnorally ineffective. 

e. /ill bombers and fighters ru turned from this oporp.tion, 
Eleven of tho farmer and one of the latter sustained V.ttlo dLarmgo, .0.1 
due to onti^aircrnf t flro* 
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First ftinslon 








2 Juno 1944 


HEAVY BOMBERS 


Force I Force II 
{3rd B.D.) (lat B.D,) 
B-17 ' s B-17 ' s 


V ■ 

Forfjo Hi 
(2nd B.D.) 


Mia si on 
Totals 

862 


A/C Airborne 


283 


286 


293 


A/C Sartiea 


273 


233 


284 




A/fc Executing Assignments 218 


279 


279 


776 


Bor-bs Dropped (Tons) 


631 


735.25 


923. 7 S 


2340 


A/C Lost 


0 


C 


0 


0 


Category 1T E 1f 


0 


0 


0 


0 


A/C Battlo Damaged 


11 




0 


11 


Gin ires A gainst, E/A 


0 


0 


o 


$ 


FIGHTERS 


tm 




m 


TottilB 


A/C Airborne 


175 




ha 


365 


A/C Sorting 


171 


43 


139 • 


353 


A/G Executing Assignments 166 


AO 


133 


339 


A/G Lost 


0 


0 




0 


Category "E" 


0 


0 


0 


0 


A/G Bnttlo Dana god 


1 


0 


u 


1 


Claims Against E/A 


0 


Q 


0 


0 
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3BIF TO SHORE MOFEMUTT - OMAHA BSA.CH 

^roiai Comnander Assault Force *0" l (Commander llsventh 

Amphibious farce). 

Enemy Def en gag, .and Opposition Including Beach Ohstaclef . 

The terrain in the area where force *C* landed vai of great 
natural 4a f en a We strength, augmented by the addition of many strongly 
protected and cleverly concealed gun empl&camen ts^ machine gun nests, 
and pill boxes. Slit tranches were dug for defending riflemen, and 
tank traps and anti-tsnk ditches intervened hat wen beaches and road 
exit** In addition, there had "been installed in the tidal area, be- 
tween high and low water , several rows of underwater obstacles con- 
stating of hedgehogs, tetrahedron, Element *C M f and pole raiaps all 
inter- connected by barbed wire arid thickly sown with J&lnes, The obsta- 
cles actually encountered were much more numerous than Intelligence 
reports had indicated. The artillery and machine guns were generally 
sited for enfilading fire along the beaches- In some cases the? were 
completely concealed from a direct view from seaward by concrete walla 
covered with earth which extended well beyond the muzzle of the gun, 
This acted as a blast screen and prevented them from being located by 
the dust raised near their muzzles, so that when used with flashleee, 
smokeless powder and without tracer bullet*, ae they were in defense 
of OMAHA Beaches, they were exceedingly difficult to detect. These 
walls, of course, restricted the arc of train of the pieces, but appar- 
ently the defenders had accepted this in order to obtain concealment. 
As a result of this arrangement of gun positions nearly all of the 
defensive fire was delivered on the beaches themselves or on craft 
within some two thousand yards of the beach. Several officers noted 
the fact that craft inshore might be under heavy fire, but those 
further out were comparatively free from molestation and scarcely a 
shot fell more than four thousand yards from the beach- The presence 
of construction materials and more barbed wire indicated that liiprove- 
ment in the defenses was in progress. From prisoners captured it 
appeared that there were four regiments either actually canning these 
defenses or taking part in the defense of the beach area. One of them 
was a coastal defense regiment of the type rated only fair in combat 
efficiency. The other three, however, belonged to the 362nd field 
Division of the German Army p and such troops are generally rated among 
the best in the world. 

To overcome these defenses, plans had been made to destroy or 
neutralize as many of the guns, machine guns, etc., as possible , by 
preliminary Hava 1 gunfire and air bombardment, to breach the underwater 
obstacles under cover of ar. assault "by a single wave of infantry and 
tanks, and to storm the remaining defenses with succeeding waves of 
infantry supported by Naval gunfire, the plan included landing light 
artillery as soon as beach conditions permitted. Circumstances conspir- 
ed to defeat or nullify the ef f ecti Tones s of most of these plans. The 
air bombardment of the beaches was not delivered presumably because of 
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the low cloud ceiling over the beach area Just before H hour. Sea 
conditions Caused the loss of a considerable portion of the tank* and 
many of those that did manage to reach the beach were soon knocked 
out by eneigr artillery and mines. The obstacles were more numerous 
than had been anticipated and casual t lei from enemy fire were heavy - 
■o that the demolition parties, despite a gallant effort^ failed to 
breach the obstacles ae planned. All of these reduced the assault to 
the post elementary fom of amphibious attack; Infantry landing and 
Attacking supported by Kaval gunfire, A Beputy Assault Group Commander 
la hie report of the operation attributed the success of the landing 
to three facto re - the gall en try of the crews of the landing craft who 
took the Army personnel into the beach v the stark courage of the sol- 
diers who worked their vaj shoreward through obstacle* and enemy fire 
fron artillery , mortars, machine gunB B and rifles, and to the support 
provided by the Haval gunfire, These are the fundamental factors 
which will always determine whether the assault succeeds or fails 
against strong resistance. All the rest are "trimmings 11 , schemes 
of one sort or another to make it easier for the attacking rifleman, 
but In the last analysis, It ie he and the floating batteries eupporfr- 
in& him who win or lose the battle* 

When it first became apparent that obstacles in appreciable 
mittbere were appearing on the OKAKA Beaches, special plans for breach- 
ing them were devised Jointly by the Y florps and the Eleventh Amphi- 
bious Force and submitted to CTf-122, and the 1st tf,5. Army, respec- 
tively. It vas not until the latter part of April, however, nearly 
a month later* that approval of these plans was obtained, and troops 
made available for the special training necessary to their execution. 
Briefly the plan called for demolition teaffis consieting of both Am^ 
and Eaval personnel landing immediately after a wave of tanks and a 
wave of inf entry* and opening gaps through the obstacles using demo- 
lition charges and tank-dozers. The time of landing was Calculated 
so that theoretically the demolition parties would have a minimum of 
twenty ninutes before the rising tide reached the bases of the seaward 
band of obstacles; all of which were believed to be uncovered at low 
tide. This was decided because it was believed to be impossible to 
remove obstacles actually underwater In any quantity within the pro- 
bable time available in an assault; this without even taking Into 
consideration the interference from enemy fire, The Force Commander 
would have preferred to land at low tide or even one hour before low 
tide In order to have allowed the demolition parties more time to deal 
with the obstacles and to afford some leeway in the event that landing 
was delayed. Unfortunately, In this respect the requirements on the 
OMAHA Beaches conflicted with those on the British force V B Be&ch 
where it was believed necessary to have a minimum of nine or ten feet 
above the low water mark in order to permit the landing craft to pass 
over rocks offshore, To allow each force to have attacked at Its 
most favorable state of the tide would hare meant widely staggering 
the ti*e of H hour, and might possibly have required major changes in 



4-2 



■ 



S2CHET 



SHIP TO SHORE MOVEMENT - OMAEA KEaCK 



the plan "because of the minesweeper problem and the Halted period of 
darkness at this time of year. Therefore, a limit was placed upon 
the difference betveen the earliest and latest time of landing of 
the oever&l assault forces and thn time chosen for Force *0* the ! 
earliest permitted. Whether or not the demolition parties could 
have breached the obstacles an planned had the landing been made at 
or before low water instead of on a rifting tide la problecaatical. 
A* it was the Naval demolition part lee suffered forty- one per cent 
casual tiea t and It ie understood th&t the Arrny demolition party 
casual t lea were about the same. Had they worked for a longer period 
exposed to enemy fire, it is possible that they night hare been 
virtually annihilated, - -- --V - 

'rott* Naval Commander Western Task Force 

(Commander Task: Force 122)* 

frHoijft* ^ **** ^ V^^M** # i?Ca 9 ^iilXMe^%u I* t i t H S 

It ie believed that an H-Eour earlier in reference to the tidal 
conditions would have been preferable, particularly for OMAHA Beach. 
On both of the American beaches the conditions at H-flour were eat la- 
factory for landing from low water on p as regard* the quality of the 
beach itself; but in the British Sector there were a couple of beaches 
with rocks and ledges offshore which made a landing prior to about 
half- tide undesirable* 

The military author! ties did not consider it desirable that the 
time for landing should vary mora than an hour between the American 
and British sectors, fhie dictated an H-Hour for OMAHA and DTAH 
Beaches which it was estimated would allow about thirty to forty 
minute* of dry landing on the beach before the water reached the first 
row of obstacles* 

One of the reasons against an B-Eour longer after daylight was 
that the amount of remaining daylight wold not then permit* on IKBay, 
a second high water period available for unloading* It is not believed 
that this reason is of great import a*ce and certainly not sufficient 
to alter the desirability of greater time for working on the beach 
obstacles. 

While the Saval Commander, Western Task force, cannot pass upon 
the importance of the Arigr requirement for oat over one hour difference 
between H-Hour on the Tarioue beaches » it appeare desirable to point 
out that for a landing conducted with a large tidal range and with 
considerable obstacle s on the beach, 1% would be most desirable to have 
the H-Hour provide as much time as can be made available to work on 
the obstacles and to clear the beach before the small landing craft, 
such as LCTs and LCls* come in to land. 
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It in ■till my opisien, first formulated in the Sicily Operation 
that broad daylight is the tin* to land, where our own naval and air 
•uperiority Is preponderant, la the Normandy Operation our greatest 
factors of strength we our naval guns and our air fores. Each of 
these offensive components ii at its host in broad daylight when 
precision in its use can beet be obtained. In half-light, neither is 
rully effective; and for both a longer time-peri od in which to function 
in good visibility will increase materially ths advantages to be gained. 

*hen we are not in overwhelming strength on the sea and in the 
sir, then landing in darlenese is preferred. 

Tromi Commander Assault force "O". 

The order of landing of the first four waves on all beaches was 
- DD tanks between H - 10 and B - 5 minutes; LCT(a)b carrying tanks 
and tank dozers for obstacle clearance at H hour; a wave of infantry 
at H j 1 minute; and demolition parties at H / 3 minutes. DD tanks 
were to be launched fron the LCTe in which they were embarked approxi- 
mately si i thousand yards off shore unless weather conditions pro- 
hibits*, and were to proceed in to their assigned beaches from that 
point under their own power. The decision whether to launch at 6000 
yarde or to close the beaches was left to the senior Army tank officer 
and senior Naval officer in the LCTs of the two assault groups- Those 
on the left flank in Assault Group 0-1, preceding ths 16th SCT, were 
launched as ulanned. The sea conditions, however, ware such that all 
but two or three of then foundered before they reached the shore. The 
responsible officers on the right gauged the sea conditions more 
accurately and took their Ida in to a point where the DD tanks grounded 
as soon as they ware launched. Therefore, all the W tanks preceding 
the assault troops of the 116th BCT reached ths shore. Information 
is not available as to the exact time of landing or the order of 
landing waves on all of the beaches. The first landings on EASY EJ3D 
and 000 GREEN were made at 063E and it is believed that the leading 
waves landed on the other beaches at approximately the sane time. 
Due to the state of the sea, the loss of the DD tanks, the absence of 
five {5} LCT(A)b and damage to others by enemy gunfire, the order of 
landing was somewhat mixed. Simultaneously with the landing and 
cessation of the naval gunfire bonbardment, the enecy commenced firing. 
This fire from artillery, mortars, machine guns, and small anas was 
heavy and accurate, and casual ties were numerous. Many of the tanks 
which had reached the shore line were knocked out, and losses to the 
infantry advancing shoreward through Ihe obstacles, and to the demoli- 
tion parties trying to clear lanes through then, were severe. A con- 
siderable portion of the equipment of the demolition parties was lost 
in the landing due to the surf. The United time for working on the 
obstacles befjre they vere covered by the rapidly rising tide and the 
devastating effect of the defensive fire further reduced the effective- 
ness of the demolition parties. Only five gaps were cleared all the 
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way into the beach, and three part way in, instead of th* sixteen planned. 

Most of than a vera Inadequately marRad. The result was that during 

the high tide immediately following tho assault the only opening through 

th* obstacle e that wag in use for a considerable period was on* lane 

on HAST RED Beach. 

At tha request of the Commanding General, T Cor pi, the Commander 
Assault Group 0*2 wae directed at H hour to land troope of the 115th 
ECT at H / 4 hour?, Thus, all the landing force embarked in force 
"0" were coram! t tad from the beginning of the assault. After the ini- 
tial waves, landing continued throughout the for on o on and afternoon 
of D day- Due to the failure of the demolition parties to clear and 
mark gape through the underwater obstacles, and to the heavy enemy fire, 
great difficulty was experienced in getting anyone or anything ashore. 
Some craft carrying infantry and elements of the Shore Party managed 
to land their parsonnel, but the hulk of the craft proceeding shoreward 
were stopped between the seaward row of obstacles and the line of 
departure* With the strong tide, freeh wind, and choppy sea, this soon 
resulted in a mass of craft in which all semblanca of wan organisation 
waft lost until the Deputy Assault Oroup Commanders arrived oa the scene, 
took charge of th* situation, moved the craft to seaward to glw* them 
more room and reformed the waves as best they could* In the meanwhile, 
most of the tanks which had reached th* shora had been knocked out by 
*namy artillery fire or by mines , or were Caught in the obstacles and 
flooded by the rising tide, and the personnel, both the assault troops 
and the Shore Party, ware pinned do^n on the beaches Just above high 
watar by ertetay fire; few, if any* troope actually crossed the beach 
during the early hours of the forenoon. Tha supporting destroyers 
and gunfire support craft stood in as close to the beach as th* depth 
of the water would allow and engaged all the defensive installations 
which they could locate. Despite this, however, little progress had 
been made prior to 1100 when there was still considerable laachine gun 
fire, sniping, artillery, and mortar fire on the beaches between the 
exits, and opposite the a jits the condition was critical* A number 
of ene^y strong&oints in the beach were still holding out and our 
troops waie not abla to move inland* The first encouraging news came 
at 1100 from a message to Commander Transport Division TEHEE, inter- 
cepted by the Force Commander to the effect that German defenders were 
leaving their posts and surrendering to U.S. troops. Shortly after 
that another message from a member of the 7 Corps Staff embarked in a 
DUTOf near the shore line stated that the troops were advancing up the 
western slope of the exit from Sector EAST. By 1300, COLLS V HUE was 
taken, and by 1330, a general advance began up slopes of EASY ESQ and 
FOX GBKN Beaches. By 1340 the beaches of Sectors EASY and DOG were 
clear of opposition except for artillery and mortar fire. At 1400 ( 
the Commanding Officer of the Engineer Special Brigade Group left the 
AUCOU to set up headquarters on the beach. 
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Early In the forenoon* report e had been received from the mine- 
sweepers stating that the eve op of the Transport Ar^a and the channel e 
for the Bombardment Croup from the Transport Area to the 10- fa thorn 
curve had been completed with negative results. Because of this, 
the Force Commander felt that the transports could close thw beaches 
if necessary* However, in view of their prospective early departure 
from the Assault Area, it vas decided that the delay caused by the 
movement of the ships would result in a net loss rather than a gain, 
and they were left in the Transport Area until they completed unload- 
ing and departed, 

landing of personnel and vehicles from transports and LSTs con- 
tinued throughout the afte moon of D day* During thi s ticE^ tins 
beaches were subject to enemy artillery and mortar fire which, while 
neither heavy nor eustained i was deadly accurate. The fire was 
obviously observed^ because enemy batteries would be silent until 
craft beached, when there would be a few quick salvos, usually right 
on the target. This artillery fire caused considerable loss, sM 
was doubly disturbing because neither enemy observers nor batteries 
could "be located. In fact repeated requests for vessels to 

cease firing on the beaches were made by personnel ashore and observer? 
to seaward, who thought that it was our own ships firing into our own 
troops* Actually no U. ships were firing at the times the requests 
were made, and when they did fire, they were firing at targets inland 
rather than on the beach. About 1430, Commander Force B 3 n with Con- 
voy B-3 f consisting principally of LCI(l)s and EKS OCEAEWAY, stood into 
the Assault Area* Anchorages close to the beaches were assigned to 
this convoy and Commander Force w B n was directed to land the troops 
embarked in accordance with plan, using LCVPs as necessary to unload 
tGl(L)e. At the same time the Deputy Commanders of Assault Groups 
0-1 p 0-2, and 0-3 were ordered to provide small landing craft to 
assist in landing of Force Meanwhile the L5l(S)s and LSI(E)s 

which had carried the Banger Battalions were sailed to the ISLS OF 
VI GOT* and information was received thut the transports of Assault 
Groups 0-1, 0-3. and 0-3 would collate unloading and be ready to 
sail by 1700. They sailed about 1BO0, By 1530. advance elements of 
the First Division and Twenty-ninth Division Staffs were setting up 
command posts ashore near the beach exits from Sectors EASY and DOG 
respectively, and ST* LAUFJEST vps partially occupied in addition to 
the capture of COLLETILLE. At 1540. the OCHAStfAlf was directed to 
close FOX CREEK Beach and discharge her twenty (20) LCM* carrying 
M- 4 tanks . these tacks to be attached to the 16th ECT. This ?as com- 
pleted by 1715, Convoy Group 0-3 and B-l arrived together about 1600. 
Although information as to the actual loss of landing craft was meager 
at this time, indications were that a considerable number were sunk 
or badly damaged, and at 1700* the Force Commander requested the Com- 
mander Service Force to sail ARL-4 to the OMAHA Assault Area as soon 
as practicable* At 1715 # the Commanding General, First Division and 
his Staff left the MGON to establish their headquarters on the beach. 
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By 1730, except for sniping and the recurring artillery and mortar 
fire, hostile action against the toeach area had ceased and the work 
of organ! sating the to a ache a for further unloading was progre Being in 
orderly fashion. 

In accordance with the request of the Commanding General f First 
Division, the 26th EOT was landed In the early evening, All Rifle 
Corop aulas of the regiment were ashore toy 3100. Between 3320 and 
2340 the air attack which had been anticipated all day was finally 
deli Ye red. There were no radar warnings of the approach of the 
hostile planes and the first Information of the Impending attack 
was the sight and Bound of an enemy plane which passed over the 
flagship at low altitude, Only a few more planes cam* over, however, 
of which three were shot down. Several toombs were dropped in the 
Transport Area hut caused no damage. This ended 13 day- 

At 0045 D ^ l t the Commanding General, V Corps, informed the 
Force Commander that hie line was generally along the road from 
VI SEVILLE through ST. LAURENT to about one mile south of CQLLIYILLS. 
and that he intended to attack with the toeachhead line as his objec- 
tive. About 0235, in accordance with a request from the Officer in 
Command of the Combat Demolition Unite , Commander Service Force was 
requested toy dispatch to send additional explosives and demolition 
equipment for the NCDUs from the United Kingdom toy the quickest 
available mean** The response to this request was prompt and effi- 
cient* The material was assembled and loaded on a FT which arrived 
in the Assault Area about 0900 the following day. At 0550 p In 
accordance with the request cf the Commanding General, T Corps, 
Commander Force "B" was directed to land the 175th Infantry on 
Beach DOC CEUttN* This was the last Infantry regiment of the First 
and Twenty-ninth Elvis ons to be landed, and constituted the Corps 
Heserrep There was some deley In the execution of this order and the 
troeps did not actually commence to land until between 1000 and 1100 „ 
Convoy Group 0-4 stood in on the morning watch about twelve hours 
late. Convoy B-3 and the first of the build-up personnel convoys con- 
Bis ting qf the transports E . ANTHONY, GOSTHALE, 3QEIKQJJEN, and 
SIWBBS, likewise arrived* Just to seaward of the Assault Area the 
SUSAN B. JJJTHONY struck a mine and eventually Bank about 0950, All of 
the personnel aboard were taken off before she went down, during the 
forenoon, survey a for the es tabllshment of (the artificial harbor) 
were commenced. A report from the Commanding General First Army as 
of 1000 this date stated that the Landing Force was moving forward 
and now held a line through ST, RGEOWNE BSS PEET1S, GG03 LB HAMEL, 
100BISRB5 and OHUGHY, Unloading of the remaining iSTs and LCT(4)s 
of Force "0 1 and Force "B" and of the transports of the build-up 
convoy continued through the afternoon and evening of D -f 1. By 
2300 B all personnel from the GOETHALS, BQEtlXiCJSN and SlHOlOS had 
been landed. Except for the transports this unloading was done by 
LCT(5) and (6)s and Hhino Ferries. In the early evening Convoy Group 
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0-5 # the last of Force w O H s arrind, It also was some twelve hours 
late* Work processed e lowly because of the obstacles which (till 
Impeded access to the beach deep it* the effort* of the demolition 
parties who were working on then whenever tidal condition* permitted. 
In the light of later experience it is regretted that a practise of 
drying out the LS^s and larger ICTs vms not commenced immediately* 
This would have materially speeded up the unload! n£ and would hare 
freed the LCT(5)s and (G}» and Rhino ferries for unloading r W ihips 
which were beginning to arrive* ANCXF'e directive stated specifically, 
however, that LSTi were not to be dried out except In an emergency, 
amd at this stage of the operation it did not appear to the Force 
Commander that the situation could be so construed. 

Between midnight and morning of B / 2 day, there were two air 
raid alarm*; the first about 0106, and the other about 0610. Ueither 
developed Into a serious attack although It v&e believed at the time 
that some sinee had been dropped in the Assault Area, Hepeated 
sweeps, however t failed to detect them. Clearing of obstacles and 
unloading had continued during the night of D / l p and by 1000 D / 3 t 
all LSI a of Force *0* had finished discharging About 1100 the 5 th 
Hanger Battalion which had landed on DOG GJtBK Beach with the 116th 
Infantry and had been fighting its way steadily westward along the 
■here line established contact with the survivors of the three Hanger 
companies which had landed on the POINTS DtJ BOA to knock out the enemy 
batteries there, The latter had accompli ehed their mission* but had 
been he^ed in within a small area near the tip of the point where 
they hud been under constant enemy attack for more than forty- eight 
hours. Repeated requests had been received from them for boats to 
evacuate wounded r additional ammuni tion, and reinforcement 8* These 
requests had been passed to the Commanding General, T Corps t and 
boats to carry the reinforcements were offered* Gunfire support ships 
were doing their beet to help by delivering supporting firee as 
requested by the Liaison Officer with the Ranger Bp but their situa- 
tion was desperate. (Further account of Hangers may be found in naval 
gunfire chapter). Finally, on the afternoon of D / 1, two boats froa 
the Flagship with medical supplies landed on the POINTS £U EOS and 
deliTered them to the group beaeiged there. 

From Commander Assault Force "U*. (UTAH BEACH) . 

Order of landing Assault Waves: ^rly planning provided for two 
waves of Infantry in LCTFs, Wave 1A of DP tanks. Wave 3 of LGT(A) s t 
with Demolition Units in LCYPs and LCMs landing with Wave 4 at H plus 
1?„ Because of the urgency of earliest attack upon substantial beach 
obstacles known to exist, a late decision was made to move up 4 LC7P& 
with Kavy Demolition unite f on each beach, from W a ve 4 to Have 3, 
thereby starting demolition work 13 minutes earlier. this resulted 
in Wave 2 totalling 15 LCTFs on each beach. It was well under stood 
that this number of craft was more than could be effectively controlled 
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SHAEF Incoming Message from General Eisenhower to General 
Marshall concerning the first reports of the Normandy landing, 
June 6, 1944. 



t 

SHAEF <C^ 

STAFF MESSAGE CONTROL Jm, 

INCOMING MESSAGE <^ 



SHAKF CP SHAU S3./06 — ^ 



Filed Q60flC0B June TOR O6G930B Jwie 

URGENT 



FliCi: : SHAEF CCUfl^KD POST, FEKSffiAL FJtDSi G3.NESAL ElSafflaLTilt 

TO : AGa'AR-SO GfilffiEtAL LAflSHAlX I'D:. :-:i=3 ^iGiS lLH.Y; SHAEF FOP* INTOSfltATIOIf 

EEF HO = 90016 , 6 June 1944 




J.ocslI time ia now & in the morning, 

I have kb yet no information concerning th* actual landi^s nor of 
our prcf re*s through b*Mh obstacles- Comninique will not bs issued until w# 
have 1NQT4, that leading, ground troops are actually ashore* 

All preliminary reports &» satisfactory- Airborne f otications ap- 
parently landed in good order with losses tiUt Of approxiinitcly 12$0 airplanea 

participating about 30* Preliminary bondings by air went off a& sched'-ied, 

Nayy reports sweeping "some mines, but so far as is known channel a are clear 
and operation pi\jc ceding as planned- In *arly morning houra reaction from 
Shore batteriefi was sufficiently light that same- of the naval spotting planes 
have returned awaiting CaXl* 

The weather yesterday which waj original date selected ms impQB~ 

aifcle all along the target ooaat, Today conditions are vastly improved both by 
sea and air and we have the prospect of at least reasonably favorable waath#r 

for the next several days* 

Yesterday, I visited British troops about to wib&rk and last night 
saw a great portion of a United States airborne division just prior to its 

takeoff* The enthusiasm, tuU^hne Li Li ••jl-ji obvious fitness of every single .man 
-re re high find the light of battle waa In their eyes* 

I Vi-lll keep you Informed . 
DISTRIBUTION ; 
1. SUPREME OC-JOUNDER 

2m CHIEF OF STAFF DtCLASSfFlEO 

DOD MR. 5200 TO, Juna 29, i960 

3* SGS 

k, @ett,$fyv>}tj **' copy no 1 ^ 
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Journal entries from the 16th Infantry Regiment journal, June 6-17, 
1944. 



O&30 - first wiy* lands on schsdul* on baagh of Honnandi* France {mm Field Order J^, 
Hiq CT 16} ^ gaets fierce resistance on batches, B&ach is under hea*y McMn* 
gim snd rifl* f Ire- Ho advanM atade inland a* b*aches nera folly corftrad by 
pill bcaMM and Bine fields Just Inland from boachea. 

0^0 - Forward CP land*. Beach still under snail *™ *nd machine grin fire, no 
advance aade Inland, GpetkaltAos vxtmtoaly he:ivy* slight artillery fire on 
bui* Haa^y nLachine £un fir* urerliif all wdta and th* ant Irs beach* 

Cd05 - Rear £P landA, Beach ittlll under heav? fir*» CF established on batch and 

latilw ablon started thru right flank of are* at sull braafc thru. uii» field 
dje&rttd out and &U troeps on beach tanuunr* rarity off to flank* 

0630 - First four prisoner* *11 from fifth Q0 7 ^l&tb sifliHd f 352^ brought In* 

1000 - CF ust&bliahed Just off bsach on *Jd? of hill at Battalions are 

roving forward, but are out of intact with refiicental qP> such and entire 
territory still under fc*ftTy fire and companies are aftrtiaxe heavy iwlrtvui* 
Several landing Craft haw rtceiTad hits acd troops still landing on the 
twa^ are recali-in^ artillery fLre, causing medium casualties, flings aar* 
b*wJBinff organ is *otow*r,, and tb* situation is beginning to clear. 

KJ55 - 1st Mid 2nd A»« gat contact with tha Re^imacital CP and are ooving forward 
a lowly f hitUJif Tflry ttaaTy resistant** 

H15 ^ 30 to M 2nd - 2nd 91* la to hold up at point 38. Do not novo farther for- 
ward until you hear from 113 + 

1120 - 3-3 to 3^ 1st bi - Hold up gt 38. Ri^tit, and ire have contact with 2nd 
The 5*1* Oft* is reported to be located at gorr&in, 

1135 - KegitivB report to Division tff radio* 

II45 - 3-3 to El lot Bi-2nd 91 l8th h»* landed* They will go In on jour right* 
Ihey ulll taia jour objective, 7"oli dij in and prepare for e^ counter *t tack.* 
0K + a la on the ri^ht, C to the la ft, with B C*+ fcllwria*. We are still 
advancing alawlj. 

1145 - S-3 to CO 2nd Battalion - I talked to CapU S*ith and told him about th* iflth- 
How soon tan you fcr* tha rear part of your cP here tfr us up forward? He 
btfrt aonwn* on the way back now to pick tham up and guide than forward* 

J M 1 

1205 - SI 1st »i t* OCrC^n we *at tanks up to Qall«vlll#-#ur-||er? A a So, none 

df them ftra up here jot* They aran^t off the baadu |fow&»r f as »on U 
we can pasaibla .get anjthiag np^ Wa irill ahoot It up to you- kob-j yelling for 
it* 

1210 - 00 j& to 3-^-we wat have aoue tanks or artillery up here aoon„ ffUl yott 
a*e »hat jou wa do about it for us? A-OK* 

1£E0 - Difonaati^ roc*ivad that th« 3rd ffi* ifith inf f , im in, but locAtiwi at the 
pr«a«nt tims iai not j?iv* + probably only a rusor* 



6 44 fi If 

1223 - ue&aag* to 00 3rd T5--2hd Etu ha* had mil* In ColleTillt-3ur^M*r forced 
tiae* lit fti- lauded on the left of ud !■ pushing- in to aaaiat the 
2nd m+ la taking its objective* 

1232 - let BP to S-2- A Oo* i* at t7Sflge + Fsort of B 00+ 1* with them, and th* 
rest ia in reserve* We *r* going avw to Point I9 first j arid then toward* 
38* C is at &B1684* aoving **rjr slowljp* Cap*, iprandlno* Co* B*> h» 
loot atoiit 12 jutl from pill boms firing on lh»» He oeuldn't get contact 
with the B*t tal tort* u*J» Drlscoll a-aid wanted Ma over n the right* 
HAjor DrlacaU to 3-3 - W* are 100 jarda &f 20* "e are a till pushing* 

1255 - I* with 3rd ffi. iff *il*# t 

1245 - ifffg* to OQ 1*1 Diif-prlsfiher* etetri that th* CP loth 09- 1 T^th it St* 

La«r«t- flurlWPi CP 12 th Gq.* 7&6th at Gr^*aflip"lea-BftiTi3* ft at Let in 

th? li&th s*c*or# 916th in »ctor of iwti mr- cf> 5th 00. , Sltth at 

Surra In, fha 9l£th reliaftd the %$%h two we^fca aga* 
13 Gl - oat with Sad 

I3I2 - 1st lflth I&f l&ncis and la paSdlr.g thru the CP htb&, nOving forward* 

■ 

IjlS - Ifajor LauUn to 1st • Lt- Keli is trying to find jour CP and will folic* 
the wire line up* 

1J£& * S-J to £nd pi Fwd- Where m jou? Ai CP is now moving fortPard* We an not 
i in wntatt with them just hop, mitf togk a radio with tttam to k»ep In 

contact with uf - 



1327 - 3-3 t* l flt 91 - *re you with Major Driac&ll now? At W P he is at tho for- 
ward CP tod w » epn*l contact him now* H™«r ? 1 can girt jou the dopa* 
A Co. is pinned dc*n by a strong polntj Juet at the head of the draw then 
at oi-er £0, west of Co LI er ills B Co. 1* going along, sending a 

couple of Motions oT?r to help out c Co* c Co, is 100 jards tW of Point 20* 
The Naval Shore Fir* C^itrol partjf ia ant with Major Qrlstoll no** the 2nd 
91- ia h»ld down* if e are in hurting* 5 and s of 20* fliers ia stuff oil 
around* S~3* Artillery fir* i* ceding in on the beach no*- A? Well, I 
ean*t ae* where it ia cooing from up her** 

1355 - flhit* otit >y 

L422 - Hot* prisoner* brought In* frizpnva hav# cooing In by tno« arid thma 
alnoe the liitdicur. 

^^^^^^^^^ 

1425 - Vtg. Muit* ocrc* 1 up at Ft 6* 0&* I uoabl» to aasamble rcrc«» to 

4dr«a« itfld has er.cmy infiltrating his position, Qo. L Baa* Sittiftti* U C°* 

I* On* I Md L *r* Ju*t beyond pt ^. T*nlt3 and roinforcccrtnti n*aded. 4 

I440 * l*t fib tc 3*2-c Co > tho »ih u b*for* f «ad B Co+ bat moved up to th* right 
of thaa, Thar* ia no oth«r changi. 
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1502 - 3^2 to 2nd Bi * ffiw thej cleaned out the ttmn y*t? At The 3H&*t~r#port 

I had a half-iwur *fo iu that they were juet *n tb* outskirts of th* tewi* 

I will <ft*£k h? the 500 flet *od 1st yoii know, 

1515 - Add w to SHfriJapt Danon started into tfaa town, Hi hid a aaall »unt*r- 
attatk* Hfl had ft couple of wotiotiai a* far *s th* church* »o senate! la 
trying to clean up* DSfftflff i* £oin£ t&m th* tdWn P s~3i Halftracks *r* 
la* I am aendiiig th*m up. tfiat la you CP location? At 111* (JP ia at 
&Sj£85* we have «wt*ct with th* lat &i only awne of passing im* B* 
2nd en** l&th, la pa5*in£ through. B Co. Is wcridiitf up on the ri^ht^ be- 
tween (j *pd Red* We m c*Itk1 information from a civilian that than we 
about 150 J*rri#i In Concilia -Sur-Msr, We haw ccily about 200 w l«ftj 
H5 in 2 officers and 40 m in E? And 2 offioert md l£ mn In p t 
Th*r* er* poiwibly £0 mar* around* 

- End &i« to S*-2 f What 1* th* lateat with Blur? Ai Mot ao goad- Part of I 
<jo. dldftit land. 7#ry 1™ on itrenfth, 

I54O - lat pi to g-2 1, 3 co- la soring very bIgmIj* B ii a our El£htj noting 
alo*3j, became of dachin* fun fir** Ai far a* ** know, A Co* ie In the 

same JpOt, 

1^4* - 3-2 to *vltcht»«rdj Ara w* In with Banger Advance? At H» f air, 
1725 - I" by wire with Oeis-pjr* 



1*100 - <Japt* Sfflittt* l*t sn>f to 9-2 B U*jot Drl»c*ll aiya we wed *tuff up here to 
t*ke out these pillb<™5*. if w* got it t we will be held up, we're 

Ufrriag this Tor jour consideration 

iSjO - 2tth Infantry etirted landing b*ach *t lB^J boura* A **iamy artilleij 
aheOl* landed hit them Hmg th* beech* Shortly after, th* gfuImh and 
artillery pus opened up far a abort period of tl*e+ 



!355 - Cruiser* end ships firing heavy count* r battery on guua f trine « 

1$4D - trmar barrage of Artillery lending tlmg the beach where the troop* an 
landing* qaeuAltl** ll«ht # 

2045 - ^4 to Differ &t yflu tvart an iMuMtlflR agpplyf At *m ff t ban fcj 
*e y*t # £*4j &o you b«e atj transport atlm In yetT At P* ftui 
g*ttl4£ aw in on uLiftt" ^nd: a* aoon ** %t^j sow la t ve will tend jeu oh 
*f the puMKi with ajvunitlon. It will &ym in at I»Lp 

2048 - Delight line la out* 

2100 - ffrpt* BotfciJii to li*Jer Heatt^A e*r^« prl»n*r had tiro map* w bin wtife 3 
apota and*rlinad, 0ell*Te thfy ire etraaf point** ibe** are at 659874, in 
Ticlnity of the roedf 065074* rtmninf alduf wad to the road jua&ti^n and 
road north of it at 066875 j ** 3«JTTaln* th^r had «dor lined 
o?o^$i T *ry little ohemt* 

-3* 
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211** - flol, flek*tt* OiT, 3U'.» to Mr, nlloa-fjhat ii jour equipmovt status? 
7 V * am vJry abort on our <d*nal equiF-ent. All the -en that were 
carrying equi|ie»l* bit and w* had to saUaga what ws could off the 
beach, col. Pickett* OR ' I *iH try to set you another signal crew *vl 
what equipment i can* 

2124 - gapt. Bout, uhlte lj to S _ ls Any imprtreiaeofc on ths evacuation of wound- 
ed! a j If »t *11 poesible, will "ml the* out to th* *Mpe tonight, 
gend them dp to u* M soon as you c*a, »fld will tftk* tare of gsttlnff 

the a cut. 



2140 - « iJ^|i to g3, kiIUium la located Ju*t north of goose egg en your map. 

OM at 702(372 1 onfl at 702^72, on* at &fi$?3t ""^ ortfl 4t 7 d ™?75* 

Thay m adraneing to the high ground and then will jt*5ts tsward the iraat. 
t/fm are holding back our lit w. 30 you ban anyone In c^llaTllU? At 
Sot that wo know. S3 l^tbi is your 2nd bo. at b82ti7 a and your lot Bn. at 
079870? At Tea, that la right. 



£145 - &ans*r 2 to s£' Rhat*e the situation in front of yOuT At Very Tague. 

There la a pdll box la the draw naar collsrille, and its causing as trouble. 
Q2* i» the nan? eleaa to th* edge of oolleville? At flet l5*h 1* ■* the 
top of tba hill south of collerili*, hut our right flank Is still held by ths 
an*my. Th-re is no e*e*y Worth of ths road except at s~3 sxit, *h*r« 
there is a pill box* ihsrs's a hejrty gun at Fomigny and a few small outs 
at Rujsy. A fa* tanks wars seen yesterday in colla^iUe* G2: l*»t about 
your l*f t co^any? A: Th*ff &ra on tha edge of Lali smmarroe . GSs Did 
you run into any tanks? Ax report a of an? today, H* got prisonars froo 
JHh and 14th companies* 91&th is the only company we are in contact with 
ddh* 02 1 There is a lot of shell lug fro* the southeast and th* Malay area* 

- G3 to 00 pe on your two mite naar GoUeriHe? jhm Oeneral 
oeys that placs Bust be cleanid out tonight. The l8th hag two battalions 
In front of you. ai No r no dor* dop* on tham< 

- Daog*f 4 to Sjt Qo you know where the tailor**? irehlclfl ansa is? A: T*a, 
It is atfca-1. 0*pt. Fiah haa been out thare. 04t T'Jn setting * 
temporary aauunitlon diop therS* The ammunition will be rationed, 00 you * 

know anything about the Un? a; Tet, t&ey are «sttin^ along OK- Thaj 
are eouthweat of St, Laurent. 




Oapt Toby, 7th *A to 3^; I bad a report fro* a U*dlo that people in gt. 
Laurent had 29 Jerries hilletsd nith them. The? left tonite anri were to 
meet in ipuv lores. 




2257 



2310 
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3£ to dangsr 2: *>1 « - «J»* 7t* *^ Md 

to annua civilians who said that 29 0" ie*r* 'ho had bwn M-iietea at 
St. Laurent, They w fl r» 0«» tonltfit sod the office* -ere to meet at 

Usjer T*ffts»7^ to ool fied^ We m *>t able to evacuate *>v 6[ ™ 
i'*£l.. Their, are no mevti* facilities at the baech and something 
be dons. At We ti7 a«l that this is teksn csftof at oa< 

d m to 3^: you give » aay dope? A: 1*9* T»* battalias 
9 iSth are on t hit hill tjy ?ou» CO* OK. pooplfl are Infiltrating, 
e dtgglnj ifl *nd need reorgeniiation ♦ Tell the Calanel. 



- Air rftid on ships M beach, and short distance inland. 
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SHAEF Message from General Eisenhower's reporting on the 
D-Day landing area, June 8, 1944. 
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ACCOMPANIED EY ALLl.-iAL RA1E3AI X liADz! r^TSRDAY A COUPLETS TOl^ &T DESTROYER OF 

THE LANDING AREAS BEGINNING ON THE RIGKT PO PARaUTO THE CQKB-NS) CHIEFS OF 

r ■ 



STAFF FROM aiSaWrJBl SITE SHSAG THIS 13 SCjLF NUjlb^i 



GHT FD„ UNPARBW 





THE LANJliiGS Cl, TJiS CC-TENTM PEKIKSULA APPARENTLY ABOUT AS WELL A3 tOL'LU 

B£ EXFHCTEO WITH TUB OK A HUZ.DRED FIRST AIRBORNE DIVISION CARRYING OUT ITS 
MISSIONS IN 00093 STYLE Pi) IN FOJ^TIDK OF IKS EIGHTY SECOtiD ALSBQRHE IS USAGRE 



BUT GENERAL BttADLEY INFORM ED liE IK AT THS SEVENTH CORPS HAD MADE CONTACT WITH IT 
PD OK 5EACK 0 REPEAT OBOE ATTACK/BY THE FIFTH CORPS OPPOSITION WAS UNEXPECTEDLY 
HEAVY DOE TO THE PRESENCE OH THE BEACHES OF A FULL GEflbAK DlVlSlOiJ WHICH V^3 
MANEUVERS PD LOSSES HAVE BEEN CONSIDERABLE lii THIS FORCE AND LANDINGS HAVE 



BEEN HOST DIFFICULT DL'E TO THE COVHRAG-i OF HEACMES BY liOSTiLE ARTILLERY FD 



JOEOVSi A LARGE PORTION OF 




TANKS FOUNDERED ON THEIR 



WAY TO THE BEAtlHEH PD DOS TO THE ROUGH 1,SATH31 DESIGN WAS MADE ON THE GlhEH 

fa ff oS m 



BEACHES MOT REPEAT MOT TO ATT EOT TO 3.1 £.1 Hi THE »-« 
PD THESE WERE I'NlOADED DIRECTLY ON THE BEACHES ¥SQ£ 



TANKS 



HIT'S CARRYING THfli PD 



DISTRIBUTION. 

C/S 



COORDINATED WITH 



1M1S MESSAGE MUST It 
SENT IN CVftHEA If UAILE 
TO INT FACE PTI&N 





_Hft MESSAGE ftA* « ? 

UNT m?ci.hui iv ANT I HAHRV C. EtlTCHER,, [lomdr 



MTIAL4 




AT NOOK ON JUNE S£V3iTK GENERAL BRADLZT FELT THAT CONDITIONS WERE 



DJPNOVLNG (m 0 BEACH AMD STEPS ARE BEING TAKEN -10 REPLACE ASTILLffi^ V.HICH 



WAS LOST IN LANDING DJE TO HOSTILE ARTILLiflY FliiE AND SINKING OF LANDING 
CftAFT Pfl BECAUSE OF THE CONFIGURATION OF THE GROUND IN THIS PARTICULAR 



AREA SPOTTING FOR NAVAL GU^IRl WAS RATHM DIFFICULT AND SINCE TROUBLE 
CAME FRCfcl FlaD WORKS RATHER THAW FR0J1 FIXED BATTERIES CUA BOTH AIR 
DOiLBARLSiSHT AMD NAVAL GUlJFlEE WERE RELATIVELY, INEFFECTIVE LN ASSISTING THE 
LANDING PD PARAGRAPH OK THE WHOLE U $ REPEAT UNCLE SUGAR ARMY fflONT THE; 
IMMEDIATE TACTICAL PLAN HAS BEIN_ALTi££ ED i^TH THE FUBpOSE NOW OF BOTH^OORpS 
UAKIMG AN EARLY B3IVE TOWARD CARENTAN TO JOIM UP CUA AFTER V.HICH THE 03IGE1AL 
CONCRETIONS WILL BE PURSUED PD PARA GRAPH OH THE FRONT OF THE FIFTIETH BRITISH 
DIVISIOH PROGRESS WAS VERY GOOD ALTHOUGH CLiA AS AT EVERYWHERE ELSE CMA 
UNLOADING WAS iNTSiFSlED I-ITK at THE ROUuH WEATHER FD LIKEWISE ON THE FRONTS 



OF THS THIRD BHITISK AMD TJilttD CANADIAN DIVISIONS FROCaSSS WAS G5NBULLY 



SATISFACTORY ALTHOUGH ROUGH WEATHER HAD FINALLY CCiPEUED THE NAVAL FORCE 
COMMANDER TO DIRECT THE DRYING OUT OF LST'S BECAUSE RHINO FERRIES COULD NOT 
1TORK PD ON THIS PARTICULAR FRONT THE bEACtiES WERE FLAT AND HARD AMD IT WAS 
BELIEVED THAT NO DAMAGE WOULD RESULT TO THE LST'S PD PARAGRAPH THROUGHOUT 
THE FRONT WE LOST COKSLjESAHLi NUMBERS OF THE SMALLER LANDING CRAFT Cl£A BOTH 
BECAUSE OF ROUGH WEATHER AND HIDES IN THE lOUCHDO™ AREAS FD THESE WERE 
TELLER MINES WHICH BLEvj" SIZEABLE H0L3S IN THE LANDING CRAFT BUT #f LARGE 
MUMBERS OF WHICH CAN BE REPAIRS A3 SOON AS MAL\ fSiAKCE GROUPS CAN EE PLACED 
ASHORE AND START TO KOriK PD THE LOSS UF 'JHES3 CRAFT CMA ADDED TO THE ROUGH 
WEATHER SLOWED UP THE LADING OF ALL SUPPLIES AND AT NOON ON D PLUS ONE WE 
W5EE APPSOJLLUATELY TWENTY FOUR HOURS BSHffiD OUR SCPECTED SCHBJULE OF 
UNLOADING PC THE WEATHER IkPHDVED liAKKifflLY AT NOON ON D PLUS ONE PD IF THI3 
CCS, SCAF fcS 
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COCO HEATKSt STRETCH CAN BE FR0LOttf3> FOR A F3Y DAYS T ffS WILL PO MUCH 
TOWARD CATCHING UP PD PARAGHJLPM DURING W.E COURSE OF THE HAT I TALKS) 
fflTH fiStBUU* UOllTCOJIHff AND CIttHtAl BRADLElf AND HiirH ADMIRALS ILLtf 0[\A 
VIAN Cl£A DOUGLAS SBSEf AND OLlVSi. PD All. WERE DISAPPOINTS} IN THE 
UNFAVORABLE LANDING CONDITIONS AtfD AIL FELT THAT ElPROVaiStff OF THE 
Y/EfcTH SI liUUXD SEE A CORRESPONDING GRANT lUPKWEUENT IN OUH POSITION PD 
PARAGRAPH UFGM RETURN OF ADMIRAL RAU5AT AND WIS ELF TO ADVANCE HINDQUARTERS 
ABOUT TW P !£ WE LfiAHNfiO THAT WE HAD APFARaiTLI CAPTURE) BAIEUS FD 
PARAGRAPH EASLT THIS 1SDBNING I AM INFOffiilHD THAT A GSRUAN COUNTER ATTACK 
BT PARTS OF TWO PANZER DIVISIONS 15 PUSHING IN ON THE RIGHT OF THE- BRITISH 
jffltfffl SSC-TDH. AND SJAS HADE SOWS PROGRESS FD HOWEVER GUA T35TERDAT AFTffiNOON 
WHILE I WAS PRESENT OK THOSE BEACHES TH3 SJ3/ENTH AMOREO DIVISION WAS BUST 
UNLOADING AND THIS EARLI THI'tEAT SHOULD B3 EFFjiCTlYELr GOUNTfiiiD PD 

PARAGRAPH ON Tii£ JGA3HICAN RENCJiiiJ THE SECOND AND KIKiTlETH DIVISIONS 
WESE BUS TO BEGIN LuflELMG LAST MIGHT AJ© CUA ViHILE I HAVE HAD HO RattRTS 

■ 

EOS MORNING CUA I BELIEVE THAT THE GOOD WEATHER LAST NIGHT SHOULD HAVE 
FHttfUTSJ ikifi LAID DIG OF CONSlPI&ABkE ftKLVTORCEliMTS Qi TH&Sfi DISTRICTS 
PD PARAGRAPH DUE TO THE FLUID RATURfi OP 1HE BATTLE IT HAS BBffl fiETfiSillJ 
DIFFICULT TO GIVE LOGICAL TASfiSfS TO MJCfl OF OUR AIR PORGSS BUT I All 
CQNFIDB3T THAT IF WEATHER PSttilTg 0(JR AIR WILL lKTHlVaj£ EFFffiTlYSiY US ANY 
A.TTB£PTEE CQUKTBS ATTACKS i.BT THE 3wHflT 1 

. nd of man gas* 
COS> SCAF iS - 3 - 




Correspondence from OSS Director William J. Donovan to 
President Roosevelt June 14, 1944 



omce or strategic s vices *'~ lw * JL 

Washington r>, c. ; J f - P 



Jj, a J ItJfc^ & i- o«l ESU] m it| 

to JW---JLti: — i-i' ■ 



LffiMO&AlinTM FOE TRE PPEbTDrjIT: 



tiering just returned fro™ the be nonhead in 
France, I hope thai you night find iL of acuta interest 

■ 

to ^et certain toil uluzj ions c^ed on iqy observations 



T "wetit over in the Tuscaloosa rhinh Tj3e: the 



flagship of Ad nii^al Deyo, ivho is doing a fine job £t9 
coEiiiiyjider of ttia imvul l>o^bu^1ii^ut Curves* I feel cer- 
tain [>f the folloving conulutfionu: 

■ 

1. The success of the l&ndiug ap a v,hole 
shovs certain fuodcinental wetnesses in the 
basic G&r.;-£n position. These Keaioies^es are 

- 

■ 

not <m"Iy psychological; tliey at*: xatiirial and 
physical. It v:ar. cl^ar that the ricrtfJinc had 
neither the resources Jior the capahililits Lu 
jieel the attack tX ever/ pu^siblt landing "be; : X-h. 

■ 

u& titJied to prisoners -it the Utah Ll^ech- One 




mo 
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of thGin, a Captain of the regular service, said 



that he was CMeTvhehned when he saw the ships 

■ 

cowing in and then felt thai be wanted to bo 
identified with u utov acsent Lliat seemed bo pow- 
erful and so efficient. 

2. The presence of so many foreigners in 
the German forceorats indicative of the Gfflfic kind 
of difficulty Lhal Napoleon had in Kussia, aa 

■ 

well as at ¥atsrloo- .Many of the 1'olas in the 
ranV& of enlisted men ivere looTriog for an op- 
portunity to escape* 

3t All the Be various el amenta of disin- 
t egration, spiritual as well as physical, mif]ht 
in a. speedy breakup of the r.'^oie German 
(Jofcnflft if v.'& can sustain ah accelerated mili- 
tary pressure* 

4. After the initial landing, we lost our 
iLOTifcntuiD. If it 13 not regains! tad j'eacceiituaLed, 
there can be 3 recoaleseiiV; of the elements that 
make for fii^in te gra u i un . 
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■ 

5. ^vsrythirv"! that I saw made clear that 
the Germans longer have an Air Force th&t "be- 
longs in the Big League, 3 ]1iey -were able to havn 
buoiberti over us at ni : r [ht and to semd over* nome 
fighter bombers in honitnng ninfiiona during the 
day, but our intelligence showed us that planes 
hurriedly brought in fraa Germany j.ei^ k a very 
poor fltabc of aurvioealiility. 

6* Also, the E-Boats Trhich attacked us 

_ 

ware, liks the planes, not ll\c> operations of & 
£rest power. 

7. One thing that struck ins tcus the very 
slow reaction of the Germans in counts r- attack. 

■ 

To ue that seemed due to the raeasures of tlio Ru- 
sistAnrte H-rciufi^j but, more inpoi-lsuit, to the v.ork 
of oar Air Corps in the de struct ion of bridges and 
oil installations. Our intelligence niiovnxl that 
the present German needs for oil arc 1.2!*in + tono 
a aonth and that present monthly production is 

r 

ItOsrii ton&, Ifith active fighLic^; in liie ^a^t 7 




Ihuir aon thl^ colas umpt i an rcou I rf rice to l.-isin. 
toiio. General nil shortage hac not yet impaired 
mobility of ground forces in If, V. J*; tirade. Cnn~ 
atricMon of mobility has b^en due to improved 

■ 

tactical boating program - bridges, supply dumps, 
motor transport* However, strategic attaclc on 
oil target aye Lea could readily reduce output to 
600 1 000 Luna per month. With activity in East and 
li'esL, available eneray reserves could bridge the 
gap for two or Uu'ee months at the moet. This 
makes oil targets almost a front line target. 

Two thine 3 particularly impressed frosj our 
tie. They were the following: 

A* The tremendous effect that, the radar 
counter -measures liad in giving us initial ad- 
vantage. I sax: for my p elf the effect of j miming 
guided missiles and the detection of attempted 
cnunf.ftr-nifiasiireE "by tile enemy, 

B, The tremendous development in precision 

■ 

firing of our naval £uns. The navy guns perfoi^ed 
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Lhe duties not only of field <+i.m£ kit of rei'lro^ 
fiuas. It is in reality like corps artillery, I 
think it its pliably true tbr<t never "before has 
it, "been attempted to silence rcitk iiavu.1 gun f i^t x 
En elaborate a system of coast defenses as here* 
After the first day the great bloc); of firing was 
on tar^aLs requested by Signal Forcu Control Par- 

■ 

ties both to break up threatened counter- attacks 
and to prepare the advance of our troops. Ths 

■ 

Nevada, operating close inshore and threatened by 
ti great, aunibei' of email and lediuifl batteries, per- 

_ 

formed rrfth the greatest gallantry and efreutive- 
ness* She fluccee'ried, with her fourth sn inch rcaiii 
IjalLcry, in breaking up a serious countsr-aitftck 

which wsmj forjfling the ni^ht of D-day north of 

- 

CarentEin, consisting of armored troopa usid artil- 

lery. 

All of this demonstrated to me the tremendous 

■ 

strides th*t have been nude whiiih jypc no^rtely apprecia^ 
ted those ;.ho have noL observed closely the new equip- 



jasat and tftchnieue uf naval fiur. fire. tfitfr the excellent 
fire control and navigation flquipumnt, not only <-<m the 
n;ivul forces "bo used as artillery in placing troops ashore 
but Tor prolc-cting them iron enemy artillery ivhile ex- 
panding the Ijeoxhliead Lund una idling Lltcjn ill all defences 
until they are beyond rsji^e. 




ffilliun J. Donovan 
Director 



June 6 - July 8, 1944 

Report of the Eighty-Second Airborn Division, "Operation 
Neptune," at Normandy 
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«*♦ 35 p=ya of action without roli«jEV without renaetqcntOi 
* 0r; ' ««oic ? U*e4 v pr^l gained ovor rrtift^iahed. 
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ns rew in r:-; vd raft ran 
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RES TEIOT^D 
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Sy 2f> ]-^ay 1^4 si I platis and prfcp-iratlonB *ffir* tio-rapltttad ^Gr fho Division 
to c**rry out tha uiision assigned: it by First lliliftd Stakos Fifcld smi 

Hr-i^n Btrativn- ordo^o hgd baon publlataod and distributed * In ^ sario-" oi 1 c-ip 
fcJnouvwa on a ape&inT. l/J^CCC *3ap rflg^TOTtal a?jd ^-t*rillM C0TOE5n<li?r5 hcd out- 
lined tli-Elr pi T-a i=i oHar thnt all sfyjx%.i£ar& Toifiht >i<; ^ri^fe-i tl^routfily m 
the pro flptc Uvi> D H - minion operational ntvi filial air.bftrn* crchclorift a L ready 
4eptrted for tfcfc tMFdhallitif yards and war^ ao aozjbl i*d Iti cauup Ejq^L-crQ^ 

th* Heidi southern Qn--Li5h ^asta- Th* Hivicior* msaioii bo "aa *s fol- 
lows* ''^wKF^:^i^ ■ ^ •"- .' k - r ' — ^ ."'^ - -V 

"Land by pflrncliut.gi md glider ^fore *md sfiar ds*fti of 
D-Diy iteat of ST. L* VMOtfEE: &eiao p c\m Md 

accura the r nr. ami irai S^ F J WW HI IS - 
W*E7ILL« [157***; IntVinvti; - 3T, LB 

en>d reorganise; aut^e wiJ destroy the crosui^jru of th* 
PRII PISS ttJ&tft M «o r *-h * f 1 ^ B iSftSO A IB =U? ' ( 15%^) , 

fit 37* SttJYEUF £!\R37G PC'rC (l^pOjf icatroy .t-1* 

erttfolnjza of OLLGifOIC^ SIink in tho vicinity of ST* 
I£ D T OUKVltLE (Opol^ 5 ™ hlo^: cr«aa»nri« ^icfnlty IS 
OTEilH (lQ£pQ£); pr-av^nt on^y forces ravin*: north bo-.yocn 
ST# LO D'Ol'flTlLiB and ^icto of iO'JVB riiv&i with PK.lfRIS 

(2£f92l)j protwt tho south ?laa'c a" 3 VII 
Gorpa worth of the came line* 11 

Th« mL onion j howov-rr, wis Rh«?n^oi hy t^o 7iret inpy C^wnTn^sr on 25 Miy 
dye t& oonfimaJ into) lig^ne* r?t>5rt* ths Mssy bad gtrc^r-thm^d hi 9 ^dtcob on 
th* 00?[Kr!, fCHKRW0R5) ?«:ir.*ula the i^dtUfiA of thft qiet Ir^uitiy l>iTi- 

eion in ths S toer?l Br^e dT. SAL^.l V^OO^.g; r«vi»d ^ia&iD.i 0 ? Vis 

"It rborne Dli'ici^K to r si 

■ 

"Land l*y pgnchutfl glider ^ef^>r* aad irftcr Pnznt of 
D-59ly liOtridc t:;o ^RTtfiiS'.C Siver, tfoiso^ ol^ar f^d aaeure 
tho t -.jL]orjl -itoj: 311 (Sol^Jo) - (^^^ - 0*t (^6S9^) 

- Bf £27^?2) - PJ (56?W?) - ^Ldfeo (3^7) - ^YrLLS 
-W PL ftP" (;i*Cp95) - BB-DIEJTILT.S C 5 50937) within Its m»i 

nr&iaiips of th- K^?JD^i!rr mvc- -?t (?15^7) tjaiSJO), 
end a ' ri-l^^ofri covei-in.? Vtcie, -.^tli KfB.»ler-e tho gmoral 

lines cs (a.^c^} - 3f ! CjMaP533 - ca (2^975) - ^ (C7^a) 

P-7 [ES3?T?)j ari^p a n:d ^eotruy the ^ronair-^fl thn DOITS 
B*vgr st SEUiF7iLLi5 L \ *\: Hi 1 1( (t^II) ar. J ETI^TVILLB 
(ilsp toovr. *i .(?^9S7)| p^t^ct t-?o n^thwst 

flfljit off ^11 Corps *ithLn tVj TSivinion ton 1 :; wd^o prepaid 
to p-tv-n.-r; on (torpa orksr to tfcs Lina of thfl DOO^B 

north «f its Junction vdth th* PRMKIES IIAS^l^L'ShJ * n 



N^w ^rdora and other adkoini^trdtive detail a noo&onaiy ttit ::ev 
Slcn wore VsrL-oJ oyt quickly md dics^ii-t^J "i-Vi, foir d^ya # 3** ch^igs lid 
not of^oetr tlio be ate pl*n for ajovo^^nt th;-Od SObetentt rilitfb h^d boer. ,, 3rVod 
out i?a felluifBi 

Foroo B A a - oocwttdod liy BripAlw 9*Ct$r*l J KISS [-1* ^WW* PMtat^nt 
. Division GpirtmJ'ir,, to T fj c^itt^d by ;n-a^hutc before of J5-D*y 

ani to Inotuio 

: Dot Kq £ Rq Oo^ 82d Uhi Dly ^ 

- -I - 
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Fathfini&rG 9 

Dct &2A JAv llrty 2 

Dot 62d Abn St* (Jo j 
Dot ^56 Prcht PV S*. (atchd 505 Prcht inff) 

Mr ftioport Pjrty (*tchd Kq a 2d Aim Div) 

505 Pr*ht Inf 117 
507 Prcht Inf 117 

506 Prcht Inf lit 
Co B f 5^7 Abn &igr to p 

'Tftvftl Shore Fir a Control Pirt^ (atchdt 

505 Prcht Inf) 

TOTAL 570 

Forco "3 11 - Coffiflondtid by Major General HATTHHf 3- EIDGtflF,. 
Division CcsstoTsndcrr, to bo tottnflittod by glider ncfar* snd 
aftor dawn of D-Dv a-nd to includo*. 

Glidcro 

Eo & Bq <Jo 62 AtA Div (-) £2 

Kq & Ho 3try, S2d \bn Div trty (-) n 

82 d Aim 3tg Co (-) 11 

525 Oil Inf 17 o 

J26 {311 PA fti 54 

Stjye A r B & C, 30 Ibm AA Bn (AT) 37 

Co A, J07 Abn En^r Bn 10 

J07 Abn tfed Co (-) 20 

S2d Abn Pen Plat (~) ls 

Air Support Party ^ 

Co cm and vehicles - Prc^t Sagts ]? r 



FOrtc tr 3 n 



- Commyidod by "rLgadior General GB>j»ff P. HQHELL. Conmundine 

General of 2d Airborne In fan try Brtga^, to bo coL^ittoO by aca, to lard 
feotwoon D plug 2 and D plus 7 and to iotludc, 

90 Mm AA an (-) Ssp ^ 3nf Bt ^ h!p 

'J?* 1 Sh * r - Sn ^ Tr B, ^ Oiv E-pdn, atchd 

iFJ^JP^ 0 ^ « *tohd 

Seaborne alontmte of units in Ppfoob 

"A 1 and "B" *" 

TBrns) Paninsuln f»D tne west m d to d«w' between ™™ — ™, e ™ KJ " iW \ ro- 

.l ph t 




lho 505th Faraohuto Infantry Rogtuftit and *orto ■! '^Z^Ll*^ „1" T i 5 , 

wartt r»^» thai i/rr, rTa -« t . » , ' v RTia rwcB .» il-o Mijuartcr a wore to land 

wo at of tha HEBDEaFT Hiv^r about 1,000 yur da north gf PICAUVILtE (2c^)t 



Fifty-tuo jlldoro of Pbrca "3" voro to ai>rro*ch tha -KprRsnir^ , „ 



r 



n B n wift to approach the pcnin?tili froai the osat si ir ^a to l^nd l^te on r-J>iy 
*nd cirly OA D pluo one on lindinp eotiob ant^ido tho ST^» = LfcRU E-jII33 - BLQ3-* 
VILLE Ftefid (J£9'V!U In i lMt-ainuto ohimgoof plan Gcnaral 3 IDG IT. M . Y pirickutcd 
with F&roo "A*- 

Horial rooupply =J,^b1oi:h wcro aefcodnlod mt^^-vi sally for the morning of 
D pl-ja ono and on call thr-rc-f ttr if n*io£ed* Tho ftytoiflatie m&esion wis th& 
only p^r^chuta mission ultimata! 7 flora but a sai^ll mount of oquipraont =md □up** 
pit 03 WOrO rccoivod J. star iy fislldor* 

Ml &lrhorno olo^ciitc of fhfl Division had cloced and vtrc esilod in apodal 
C3nip3 it the ta'-so^ff ficldo fey houre b-:?orft tho scheduled t^ko-off timo. 
furichuto ol assent a wear q at SSvort fttrfi&ldc in tho {PHIiTlS 1J[ - CO 7T33:4>HB 

- LlEO-til aroa of tho British Kidlmido,. arid jrlidor olceonts wa*-o *t GCYtfT- <Sir- 
ficldn in the fcDBSMASTO^ - HtLSSUHI - --2P.Hy FIELD area- (Sea Anna* Ko*. > A) 

Ml -cn tfOrO brtftfed tho roughly on their BiSDi-alin, - rc^aci wna n*ide of 
5ll oquipeeat tt*d personnel, mi pltr.es and glider a for a with eqtiipsont. 

Iho Uliod 0-DT, r ifns postponed 24 hour* bad^uto of wo nth W conditions, md tho 

firct plan* a of To to* "V 1 took off at 052515 June' 1S44- 

Thfl ttsdn flight win pracodod by the threa rod-aontal pathfinder toaao which 

dropped ono-hllf hour ?rior to tho ftrflt groun* Tho pathfinder^ contained many 
e*9tiiltioa an J had difficulty in udn£ lights, but thay ^ocMLjliehod f^ir mia- 
oion and aat up beacon a to jzulde the in&oatin? pi no? to ths throo doBi^nstod 
drop Mn&s+ ' 

TV.o flight ovor tho Entrliah Efcinnol roe* in jsjood fsraati™ and without in- 
cident* but between tho weat co^at -md tho drop Soil c a a howy fop bmV ton,]<*d 
to broqfc up tho fore-si 5 ?n of the plw=a, and doido orjc^y rrij^it fi^h torn 

Activity csusod acno of tho troop e^irrLor plmca to tako up cvaalvo ^ttion p Mid 
by tho tiiao tho drop zonca Tioro roicfrcd T3^y pianos wro ^c^ttorod, and ^foro fly* 
in g »t BKoooeivo apaoda ?nd at altityd:^ higher than thooo ideal for jumping. 

Ihe J05th Parachuto Infantry JHorinKTit lmfiol gcncrhlly in tho vioinity of 
ita drop zona. ?a* 307th P^r^chuto I^f^ntry nc^o-td t □ncr filaso-it dropp- 
tng in tho vicinity of ^fTSDOUil.:-, author E, c .uth of 0AH3fT-ttT ar.JE tiio ramwdw 
-> stride tho ^REfiBET Fiver ciet of tho drop soiao. Tha 5ffiJth ^n-aohuto In^^ntry 
flcgiacnt wai li!:o^Jio sonttorod md^.ly f the bulk of its p^r^ohutiatis drc ?: >in s 
ciflt of th* Dron Hzn? and oo&e porfl^nr-d Iqndirj:? cls f-r away -a nine fcilOxaotara 
□outh of CHERB01i?T'» 

* 1110 5 £ £ Lldr>rD ttWitisininjt bittorioo tho ?Cth Airbomo jtoti^irar^ft 3vt- 
t^lion wd dotaol^ont* tod fwwrt ?--tico of irtllloiy-- aiaipl -ind Division 
S?n? q r " E««Pe fellc-rf-d th* Ml* ^o^r »f p%r ft troopers wd b* E an l^dirajr at 

* 1" 4 * ftS «ld fl*c. H:cy too wore mtterod, 

*md Many of thed ;rcro dv^d upon cr^hin^ ialo tho fJolrt* ^d hirh hed^o* 

TO wa * ■- j 

Ekna.gr reaction to tlio l^naing of thn S2d Aii-bome Diviaion tfl tho ;©!W'T3v 
aro^i prcKsot and □evero, but fret the tins the firtt soalMtr t^. 1 ^ 
diy* lfttflt, ita tha Divtaion Mu finally rolievcd, every cisaion ^ S0 K"- 
Lidded -ad no ground ff-alned wia over rcHTiou^ahod; 

\ day*by-diy iccovnt of tho m+fisian'n ?ttivitioa foliomt 

Tho firat olcECnt of the ^ body of tl;t 3Lii«fea jtimpod it 0151 hourd. 
h,v lne boon . wooded 50 n.ir.uV-d by thu F,^fin^r tr.^ 0 ; C 5 12 hoGre -U i^n- 

E Udor .ctd^L cr , eh |»d*d. ftp* p^chutieto iS «J Q ^^c™" 

Sfiull groups and oomo utoita 'Htt^teca to so^ro the DiviBion so^o. ^ D ii Pa 



of ecu mi tndivldmlB w!*o h-:d b^cn sc^tt^rorl in tha landing roj^inad their 

wits throughout the day, <a*d fcy nitibtfali ^proKia*tcly SO^oor cmt of the 

Division's forage tferc Wldof OOOtFo! ■ 

U 2100 hours I0O jjliiflra laiKJetf with irtillmy, csiEinflorQ, -,t.1 npeciil 
troops* Be^bsjnso elorsnts s^t null it 0^*5 fro- BRISTOL Gxcispt for t, t^ek force 
oocaUttng of Ccu^ny C p 7^5 th T-^k o alt si ion; tfco l9t Platoon, Troop E p 4th 
Cavalry Squ-dronj -aid elmwito o? C^p^ty F, 3d Satt^lion. (ori. stonily 2d Ba«a*- 
lien, tolut GUdor Infwlry), 325th Flldor Infinity » Thta t^sk forte Tars dad &n 
Utih Hoi Qoach at 1^ hwra utfid proocedati inland irith i^i-c ^legion of contacting 
the DiTieiTO near STi!* HERE TRJL-lSfi* 

\t the elose Ci 1 tlto Jiy, thn Divintsn uio in *K TuidBt of aovero fi£httn£. 
It h*d eaptured S?E* MERE ESLI3E and held n .rcnoril Ir.ne alon; tfco MERDEflET KivGr 
frots LA FIEEE (Jl?9^5) Dcith include tho (;-^uOni and of tha cviB^wiy over the 
JiRHDWBT Rivor at 52105c. 

tioldcuarterfl 1 Kof-dffuirtftrs 3oTp »7n 7 s P£d Airborne Division 

P*raohut& olosonta, p^rt of ftroa droppod at O^A boura nonr the "flit 

bank of the "ERDEFET SI voir K Tr.d eUdor tslcocwito, loading ooholon of ?erco *S n t 
I nn do d at OSpA hours, Tho ?i}rw h A rf Gf^an*! Post has *ot up ins.tiD.Ily at 5059^ 
uoat of tL-:j ::npDiRET Kivorp but it G750 tho preup wadod acpcusa tho Rivar to tho 
aaat bank and fLcsoablcd at LA FI^FE (Jlp^J)* h now Force 11 A* Qoncand Poet v*s 
ttatabliahad at a railroad crossing, at J26pti* 

The Division Compandor, wh-i jumped wLth the 505th Faraohutt Infuitry, cot^b- 
llah-c^ his Oir:-OTd T^st i hedgerow wo5t nf STE- WERE HTLT-SE 1st 5529^ ► Elr;- 
iDcr:tQ Hcnd^flrtcra OJid t^Gl>ofenct> Pi sta<3n covodl a^utb to O^Ctsrc the bridge 
west of 0;E? EU PONT O 3 !^) l*.r:rftit cnc^Lintci^crj ccv^ro Wft!^ fire* This proup 
rotuimtd tc tho Cc^mnd Poet ?fc 1700, but part of th-e Defonno Platoon covod to 
n^w ?o^co ".1" Coiwflnd Pont t nilro^d p^oa at 5^5^(30,. 

Tho Division Ho^it^r^ra initial glidfar 3orl*i f •■■hlc'h laiidod in the d&rSe 
at ^ppr-STd?jQtc 17 0 J H5 lifwu, ff^j ooittorrtd, tho 3^2 asnd G^-5 did not re*ch tho 
taimmd post i^ntil late JiftcnsoalK 17^. Chief Stffff W'iS. injurad in -s, gjid*r 
era oh ir.d Intor ov^ou?ted^ Hj* G-l di^ not i-ooch tho eootud peat frtr tw daya- 

5-iy>th P^r^ob^tc Ir.f?r.try_ 1f£* M jTOt 

The first cWjrrnt,. thr? ^d Ir.t til iwn p d^pp-od at Oijl heurn -rd thx: f.r:tiry 
rftglMQt landed b/ 0302 hogrc* IfQat of th* trsopj ljrdcd on or neir the rfrcp 
a?ne^ but 1 fow wnrc widely die^creoJ ^-vor tl^o wyntr^ti^o* AMcably r3pld f 
^fld the batt-illOTi mvorf ^>Cf t?w-r-i thoir ObjOfltivOB, Sfco Jd iJittnion cntsrod 
3TSp KEflE at C^C houre, -iad tha tow] ma ucc-jircly htld outpoated with- 

in in hour* Bio ^laoricM -es ri:Dc^ over 3T^. j-^R 1 ; Ea^ JE, v-n first Preneh 

tow to be liher^tod by tho Ulioa- After MMabUa^ tho 2d 3»ttalJicTi aturtod to 
ravt out to tftk^- "SUVILLff W PL'.BI, but ordors ^rcro roooivod frtn thfl rogi-nitt to 
Dtmd fcy* At C-5CO Twjr* the 2d Battalion ™ovoct into position north of :iERE 
ESLT3E rjaciotfld fio Jd Sftttfllion tn holding tho tonni. Tho 1b* Battalion 

tovard its objective, **□ bridge ovor tho HBSDBRET ?;ivcr ^t H Fl^Ht »Lt 

0630 houro ™d by 06^0 h*ld tho oaetorn end of t^ia ^rid^o agilnat hoaw ono-j 
firo fsrota tho w^totn appro^choa* 

^ ftrH * ^"s^tf 1st E-TttiitoiB, jx^PQi ^2 houra, ™d by 0512 hoqrs 

tho on.iro rcgiasHt wag on the f round gonor^llj- «hot of the MERDEAlST Si™- 

Wl ?L f 2i" rly fll0porHDd * 3,; " U ^^P 9 ^ M^tl^S to > r •. -j^II taoi forcoo until 
SS S^**™^^"' 1 MUia ,om=tlc flo-cpUtcl^ Ono ouch forca on the mat 
bMk of tho Hivor «tt«ko£ ^JEVIUpS but if^O forcod b.ek by ovorHldni z 

superiority to cnoqy Btr^th to ?L VJ X ( JOJP^) , .1 patrol mB B ont to tho 



RF5TRIC TSD 



HsarfliCTEiJ 

mi of LA ?tERE Bridge *M Dantwo* wao code with olocento of tho 505th 
ehutc Infantry " the ciat^rn end it l-^O hauro* TTho ontcy recaptured FL-VJ* 
m fl dreTO thia patrol f rot: the ifoatOffl nd Gf the LA FEERE Bridge* Anothw 
fore* of tho i- c pi r: rat Joined *ith ?sree "V HosdquartorQ md ot 11 ?D <tt tie feed 
to wcwro the GSEF DU FOWT Bridge (3219*0) , ntotinj oxtrorzfcly severe rOaiot-me*, 
iVia eiatem end of the bridge rr-i:. fin all/ b wired by nightfall* tewing ons 
wnpwy to hold thr: hr id to, "tic reminder of this oeoond forG& E»vcid to w »e- 
stably -.r^o 1715 hours in tha vicinity of tha Mil road ovorpiso -at jSjpeO. 
Still mothor group! led by the racicxatil cTt^iior, 1 ended on or row the 
ocliodula* drop zano but hid no cotiti&t with other el onto of tho Di vision dur- 
ing the dny, 

505th Parachute infantry Rnttiraait 

The Jd Battalion jwawKl it hour a -end the or. tire roglcant um on the 
groiaid by 0220 hours* ?Ottr so pa rata group 0 ware ao&oobled* OlW group w^e in 
th., viji-Uji of L\ FIBRE, fought alonp the rail'-ny and attstfeed the L \ FIEflE 
Brideo* Thic group was later relieved by the 1st Bitt-lion, 505th Firaehuto 
Inf mtry i(nA Wrcd. to m ^soenhly are* in tho vicinity of the r^iilroad ovor- 
paoe to organize n defonni'/o position, Tuo othor gpoupe Joined fbrooe 

wftftt of the ISBWJfiHET Hiver In the vicinity of F1G.KJYIILE nf tor tilting pirt in 
faowy fighting around r ;i ? f TEVILLE tJOO?W) north of FtCWYILLE* An of floor 

of thto group a>ot killed the com w ding s*noral of the 5era«t 91 at IH. vi- 
sion. The combined group then soliod the high graund uoet of the i!EFI)Efl,ET 
River aouth of GUETCEVrLLE at 5105^*0 during tho niglt of Juno 6-7 * * fourth 
group drop pod In the vicinity of STB. HEPB HU&E^ fought fll-fih the 507 ttl P-ir-L- 

chuio Inf nn try to tdte the CHE? DO RjK* Bridge (J2l?50) and 1-vtor or Raised 1 

dofonaive position severing thiB bridge, 
ft 3 5 th elisor Infantry PeizAmmt 

tocpauy Jd B*tt*li3n, supporting Germany C t 745th Tsr.!: B-ttr.licn, l an- 
ded en Utoh Red Boaoh at 1^00 f io-witcrpr-sof od vehicle a end nov*d inland ot 
1600 to auto conta&t with tht Division- Hesvy artillety, T.artir -«nd s^ll ^ma 
fire hold yp thia tifil: for^e *t erooswidfl 5^5955 i Tvo t-^nkfl t.tor* knocked out* 
The rrailndar of tho rcgiMnt prepnrod to tika off frou tir parte in Ehgl -xnd. 

8 2d Ajrb^mo DiviaLon Artillery 

P^rachuta alonftita juflped ftt 021 C hours, joined a group fro- the 506 th 
Pa ! richytB Inf entry *md assisted in the itt^C^ on the LA FIERI! Bridge* \t 1550 

houra thlo eleeont Joinod tho glider elenant *t tho DLvielon CP \t 5529^5* 
Glijjer olceonts Iwidod it 0500 bo^rs and covtc dirootly to tho Division CP* it 
2505 heura Hoadquirt^ra <mi HuidquwtcrB B-\ttory of Division Artillery* tho 
5lpth Glider Field Artillery Battilion mi the JSOth wilder ?lold Hr til lory 
Battalion glided into TOB*iK(DY encountorod sovorc oneqy a^U imfl «nd csor- 

tir flro* teorgwiaation coiracnood inncdiflitcly but WAS h'VLdi capped by i^tcnao 
enera/ firo. The- istotion of the 456 th Parachute Mold k? til lory B^ttnlion ^t- 
tiefeod to 505'th Parachute infantry jmpod ^rith the 3d Battel ion t but w~ n " l-- 
to fto^oinblo only one of the two F-ck ?iowitiorB ^hich had bo«i dropped, 

60th lirbomo Antiaircraft Battalion [ft?) 

Battorioa A «id B lindod by glider ^t 0^05 h9ur«< Six 5?tdn witiiwtnfc auns 

h^sd boon recovered md were in poaj-tion by 17-O hour a « Buttery C glided into 
tho aroa at ^100 feura and begin aoconbiy ir..' n;r r^.DJiintion- Tho roia^indor t>f 
tho Bi tt.7.1 ion aallod fron 

^07 th ^.irboiT-o a-jT-inedr ^attilijn 

Ooop-^jty 3 (loo 3 one pi nto-M. : *tt*» c=be<! to the 5 c 5th Psr-ichutc Infantry) 
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■ . > ■ , 

juvpod with tho 505 th Psriehuto Infantry n t QEiQ tours, 3o_o Eh^Lnefrr p*srwm£l 

toofe up defensive p^eiticna it LA FIBSK in Support of dtiG ncroup of *Jno ^O&th, 
wd other poroonacd joined tho 50&*h £rcup i*eBt.of tho. 'i!£=0ZH3tT Sfyv 3im 
w etiek n P which included the S^ttiliw . Cair;*vnder* w*<s dropioi rnc:* -f. -±!JtKJS LB 
VI00M1B, *snd only a few oeonpcd r Firt of HcidqUTrtors --^4 Cg-pony \ i-uiq l h y 
gli'icr -*t S^OC hourfl rt n' at-rtud tc -lejt^bVo U:;:!cr h<nvy enc^y nxtilldry "r.J 
c?-;nll arr:a fira* The roniindcr af the !vHvt«iiDn procured t& tl!':& off fr.t* ^iicw 
porta in ETGLJKS; 

EUtranta of the edcp-iny l^niod by piidir nbaut 2jOC irtd indcdi-.toly begw 
nssetibiy, rflUovorinp by viso of life rifts lu-:1 % . o^ni^ont rfron jlidosro thit bid 
landed In. ila?llOTf ir*tcr *:&lr tho bulka df £ha KEHDEaET Rlvor* A clOSring 
et^tien u^s eat up %t 1 aroGarond north of BIASVILLBi 

1 

flSd Urborne B&ry ^-I *:^^7 - . . 

.■IB _J 

P^r^ehuto wS j~lidw eleacKtB ?f &c conp&jrr vfriah l n jndcd £rlor to H-tour 
vdro *c^tt*T<?d ir.d 1 b a^-^bl od with difficulty* Much equipnent m.o I oat* Only 
■3no of tho throe" iCR 195 "JT'sSJ^b 1-ndcd ^rL^z D-D-siy wae opA»tivo, ind it ym 
not until the ni^ht of June 6-7 thut eidia content wnfl eat^bliahcd tfith tfcc 4th 
Infantry Di vision and tfith thu Division t^ce in H^SL-ICCD* -'- f 

D Pjil'S, 1, 7 JlCvK Ip H , V ■ 

1 

Tfte Division cDntinnod to ■Bcc«llt l r^orgnmio^, mA- accuro ttJ irc*i igiinat 
ostrcr.cly ocvorQ c^ovy rcai fitineo vhich included ?r^r» "traopc f identi- 

fied 1* the piat .lnf^Jitry KLvfiion, vero hold -l<m^ tho KB5JESST Hirer to the 
>it>*it njid rcro driTonl b-^ek to the mirth md p^rthwegf. Contr.et h^a Girtrtblishcd 
irfitb th& 4th Isfmijti? Divie^n darUc thti d^ t md th* VII a^rpo rfer^^^or vi^i- 

tod tho DiTi 2!, J i ^!Q. OoTOmd Pdet l^to La ^^y , ^ho J^th 3Lid£r I:ii'-ntry ir- 

rivoJ by glider during th* T_-orniiit, B ^dditicttol ^^c^nn&i i-ftieh hird l>oc« «<ai- 
torod In "Mjc &ri; : i-"l e^^Unyod to rcc-irt ".^c^ to their mitfl M 

* - ■ ■ 

I^rinr ths tftoraom .E^rtlfl.3 ririio CQflei^ca ei.-nc: 1 rt T r >C7 u wtro rcoGtvod 
thd Dlvi^i™ (tosanri Poitj wd it w\n finally d*ton-.incd tli^t th(Sy oripi- 
nitod i-ith tfe^i Hflgl-xirtql OCiCG^r.dcr -.rfio wis iwl^tod with c:roup sf 'iboat >0O 

Tien wp*t O .^i?fiE7ILLE* 

The firet plldoj- f:lc-cnti norm l^islirsg -*t OJOO bourO Hboirt 2j5CO y^rdp 
■touthflqjt of STB. £^L:5E, T^Orc iftr-rc n-ny oraoh iTftriir.ra, ^d e^-lticg 

to tilled -ppra^l-ntcly 7.5 per eent* iomAly rapid, ts^wev^r, A nd by 1015 
Dffure ill b»ttnli«i_s ?:ore- rtfertad- The 5d 3att^lig.n ::ovqi3 out toward 
it It! 5 hoajra Tid rolled LE TORT idthsut onn.n.jntcrlr.j op^oiiior* Tha 

rcc-dndoi: sf tho rogiTt^r-t prceee^od to noyo into an a6E«pbly iren Tiorthwwt *f 
of (EV DU HH T ?, At 16CO houjra tbo 2d Bfcttilion mbo. ordered to nove J r r to m ^a- 
e^cbly Ajrtft oaat of LA ?IKRS in tho vicinity- of ^962 and lit«r W^h itt-ch^ to 
the JC5th PnrQchute Infantry -it 2L0G ^ouraa lot ?.nd 3d aattiliona ™?r* ' 

order* J tc rovo into -ind to outpoat the re-i-^rt-t ?gw:'My ana. Coap-inv P. Jd 
S^ttllioc in au??ort or Qasp-jsy C, 7^h^-.;^ >.tt-ticn # tb Q 1st PlltOftfl/ 

Troop 3 t 4th C n .\Rlry Reaonn^iteiLnc4 ?qwitir. # isolated th« Sth ^ftntry in ita ■ 
*tt«lc ta^rdfl SUE* LIERE BfLISE «>ap the ^b* -t 0*g<) hiura wd m-dc coptnet wit* 
fi Lid flr :or,i9 eLOTDOhta of the 525th by QftO, %l J^ttfji -ro^inmtA itr. ? nrfh nt 

the cloae of tho d^y 9 vtppmxi wtely 65 -or so- .^rt» ■ 

tho ad and »d SittsI .ion * Qor>limod to xoid 3TB t ljERE EGLI5E ~gilnet 9*r*pr. 
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June 1944 

After Action Report, 115th Infantry 




AFTER ACTUM FOrt H2.TH CP JW] 1%* 



■ 

■ 

X. Landing Operations 6 Jut* U&L 

The 115th Inf ar.lry landed «t 1025 hout» f with the 1st . 
2nd Brit.tr lions abreast cn FOX Gfo&Zi teach, about 1000 yard* cast of tlv* 



t^J*!^* bcrel1 0n wMfth U *"* J ntf ™«» land, the 2nd Battalion on 
tne right crusH-Bd the beach und started up the cliff, ranking aim progress 

tiu* to lajica. Th* process of th* 1st Battalion on the loft was f eater. It 
pushed inland to the acmth of at, LAUKKRr, r*ecMnj, there about uric* This 
battalion w subjsctod to heavy fi M fro 1 mlpars end sorter fire through- 
out the nirjit. It, Col* llchnrd C, KUifct bec^e fat all- wounded by -»rtar 
flM. The 2nd Battalion attended to captive ST. UNREST, bat nee hiccosb- 

VT* . tlWn t0 th * aouth of th * ta ^¥» into the ^o :<Ja p * L vit on*~half 

Bile to the west* Jtegi or±al Headquarters landed with the leading battel] >>m 
end renalned on the beach under artillery fire unt ji ifiOO hours, it 1'30 
hours, the heedqaartera noved th« CP Inland to a troll east of ST* UtT53fT # 

2. Advance inland f»a Beach to Inun^ted Ar*a. 

. , . . „ _ y*^y_ th * a*** t fi-7 June this 3rd Battalion *oved to the 
outskirts of ST. UTJHE*. At daybreak they atendced the ^o* and by nld- 
■Dtrunii tie: recunsd it. They than pusheu inward fcOOTXffi&t The and Battalfcn 

J5^ W ° Cd ! \ U **»«** the day. The lat Battalia to the 

woods about 1200 yards to the wort of ST, Ut!P. If: . Dtir'nc the w'mr the CP 
55! ^ **• **r« anij*r fire, ft the oftern^ it * * a 

io rurt.ier ion.; ru p to the rear of the 2nd latt.aion. The 3r- ! Battalion 
held up in irait of L0UYJBRS3. In the later afternoon, althoush th* 

SrSn^^' W3#e2j ^ «as continued, in the direction 

of VWavmux. The 2nd Battalion wks the only battalion that succeeded in 



noviag foprard. The attack continued until 030J joueb. The 2nd Battalion i 
In the B . ™ ^ ley northrtflBt of BWTIWI and th* attacks imbed there 
cJayugSit, The attack i^e then rested, with tue let end aid Batt Allans 
fitrj rally abreast, L0:«??EV 1 !• re? captured at 0900 hours by tltw 2nd Battalion 
Jhlon aasuaed a defensive position mot of the torn. The lat Battalion owed 
forward mrf, assuned the defensive to - he taut of th* tonn beeauaa TfiBriE&tiS 



had not been captured. Bar]y in the morninfl, the 3« Battalion had begun 
neronr to a dnf rnstre poel Ion mst of FOBCGlft to rvotect the left flpnJ? of 
Bta Dlv±3i<3n - t*'w f they were roved to a defensive position *«t of DtAUl- 
™* "T^B «wf * at 1SO0 hnirs. The »e^*nttl CP, Which hed follor Tn l 
the *xri Bri.tnlion, was eotablished in U)S> CtJLV HJJS . 

1* Phase #2 

1* Croasing Inundated Area. 

th. o™i » #• |i • arll « tho ^ the 3rd Bettallon. followad by 

tne 4*1 BiiLtEili- na aored to th* Vicinity of CA5ICHT, Sod started eeross ths 

^idated ar^. fee sronsdinr oo^let^d with th. asalat^ce of too 
mineevs. The 2nd Battalion bJT«i to tho rieinity K>±:' v de OAli^Tli, the 



ScInJty^^S;^!^^ 1 ^ * «* ^ sTtUlion to th 





tiJXllJJUliJi 

1* % i- (WfltliAMl) 

At no&n 1 «ad 3rd imt ta liuns wars ordered to owrtinui tralr 

Hnut to tua aeuti^ xl» 3rd jtatt^JU^R povna a^ainat littla en^r r^ln«£C| 
owa t far flnipcf^* J* tho *rJLj tftwi^ tii* ind Mattaliuji aonuujittia<ud 
etubboxn reaitfUuua tt fMl±L£+ i*te la tbo aft^raauijj tfdfi r^riUU/ue w ot r 



ck_r% nftan Ut battalia ajL*itj*d a ttL±qnfljL*tj ^iti^o About a ilif »«HMvOt 
i*i fvi^La- i^ura-^ tii« nl^jdt June* tm tta* fcttolluft a«a attc^riuu ty tw ^onjano 
aad apuf rtti cr&bJLe j^j, tiif , aad iu dau^ij^ai^wi* Hww^^ut ta* i*wr±>u. 

dun*, t* lit jtttuum. retained in a d^wilvi poaiti n at ddJi^fi^Vii^* vharti 
it au£..4ixvd: aiusiit o^y+umm atu.c, ijpati tbe ftymflrie ffra^ the Ttolait^ of 
Tit^ll^bh?* As ttw ttt&etr tw battciltBiLj Mad *kjw**l allw ocriUl of ti.a tiemjaa at 
BL,ifii* JJh t iat b^ttiJLiOQ fcmt, tu.- Hifi^i n of protaotin^ %u# luit r^.r of tte 

End «pttAl±uii 

j .jaayr and jjifjairt^ wMob hm,. tw^ri csy-jja^od i»M out 4lX to .-ui- naf ud 



&t t^kptiag to retreat to it* qui liuo:* 3-tj*b3ad on tt* t^+r ou End itot^JLior! 



tu tte our rij^o of but; ^ifcit©* upfflsLng, iLre with tiialr UjT*j uiitw: 



_ 



HI Oil 



^ g 3 a hmw avftJMd aotl.ii oM:jft-cd in tiw dork mtb sortji Jam 
botl- alcH« ^0 or^v ttm*a ngn fcaaoked outj pliut a i^jazi ri<*id piooo. flu 
2*1 fcttailvii wae i*ft In a dLn:4U *tt [tf.gur^i jilted atate and o utrol aba mt 
|fe«alQ4d until aftaflr A^Ji t. jaatUliwi Q*<** M Lt. hd-Lu^ ^ MTilold 

Amid rttartj b*i±ftv«i to bam hmm. ^ ^ ut ^[a^ocs^lix.i^ Qjju . ^um 



plWBwta ana* rr_.-iD..Vtxi a^il tdu rcikL^r of battnli^i: i.arv rgt-r . ni^sl U2kld L 
of Lt. OpJu Arttar Hm abap 0* 



1* £LLo lawr gro^in^ 



tha Sli* Mirr. ixiriut tti dn^ t 12 ju ^ 44^ t t o ^t™_LU ooiOd vt * 
tfa« jItliT boaauaa «f ^ firt £ra,i |ka b:^ In tha afttfnK^ tuj 
ru^inQ;-* «u mivjyed tokt it aiJiUd tou ru. 5 ^iruci to nt-L^^ ^itrpy^ tt*a riv.x tr« 



At 0£ii5 Junmt vr^sjra anr» puoaivod fas- an afctaflk at 

b-tfv 12 June U|« Xiic -st -aid 3rd tiatt«-J4aiifl attaokad th« rivm* Uik. obruut 
and thi let is&t .iiiic.-j y.t,:* rigiit* Durirv .<? prL,pfij;iAi^r T . iir^i> artii^r.. 
iii-cii Into t o tnx>^H fdnU^ tha Una oi' da grtur^ oauai^^ aavwal &aa^a,lti44 # 
SUA d&lojad tka attd^ At UtiUj ^ur^jtlM attaok jinf^od uiiV Hm lat tett^Lion 
(sucooa^f^l In oroa^ii^ awl wamd aoutb to tu« vicjUatiy of ll^ *li <-m^., 
it wan amaiiibdoci Iqt the Ueruauo* ft^y fbu^lft In poaitl- 11 unt J- vero 
olyaat «j.t af sm«iti.iij at *hioL fcLne aXai^at^ Jfoi^it Viair o*±t fcfl rttwRwfci 
to a paaitl 1 n north af tea riTur t airing uitvww the railai of tiia 3rd 
iiiti^y. a «aa at ^ ^tad V »ni « detaolociant of tunica aar^^ t;:a Htu it 
■i-o ia^UJIiW l*aV fc .^U-"i# VkdUa a j^ tcHco froo 00^ *tqr 0 nd a dcjtc£JuL«ut «f j^iu rfl 
fl» £taa r .»i^r a* Ju iirt jafx^ii^. re wa^ iwmi tik» ninoltoj-dB fraa tto 

brl4^j *«• ^tt^K was »o J 4Liiicd tv yar^vn of- tune ao toi aoutii oi 1 tid rlv^v 
iatu in tbo aftoiwi-n, a: tor a artLLJL.iy pripiirati.jn^ trsc j-Mt juttem^. 



ite attaok t wiiioh v-m ot^ij; rupuiaed* fta lltith jnfeiiiuy, at ctirk. 
Arced a wujIl^* 

2» Adrt-tioe l^tn «1 0 nlror t- defeiiuiw pwitloj'w 



* L£tx y a Mie lat JetUilicA m^tined la a dafmaivD i^aitiL.n uad t<w ina 
tuliim -sjVvA. to tiia ^tai'^iLiiv Uno iiurti^ u;' tt,¥tr prusTi:;.^^. i^id by 3rd 

***** SNJrt^^AlAtiBi^n'B* ^^ilt 




HDHET end iMt of at* CULIR* It elwtnd out thla raalat&nce mxl rmlnvd 
then In a p&ilt lori(d«fmetv«) orei-nlght. The 3*d littallon rtfrtid to 
AegLnentel eon *t>l wnd rmlncd In tneltln* Dujirv nipt* the l*t fettplion 
jewed north through pT* CLAIH toward Les JUUld s arcalnat elicit vtaiatance 
und o#cuF±<jd e P»i Ion 300 yerde wt Of l£9 FWUSS* It ^ninad httre In 
peaitl n im 11 next oolite* The Ketl <mtal CP follofrcd behind the Imt 
■ifetaUiu t# * posliim ?C0 ror headt of LES «hf-r« It cl£*<"d 

in et IflOWn* fba M*t BMikiag the 2nd HsttaUon «u ml Kuthwt to 
Ou.Va. and attjbdiad to the U6th Lift nxiy» Tha wet iftarmon the I* 
and 2nd Bettelione jktto4 vutlnuit tar&rdi CQWAi;..& aid, |h*i ws#t t* 
■013 d* Tfa« RegLaeotal CP fallowed t* K» Je ESTiEL # The 1st 

l*t Uliofi USD admitted ewth of m^d* during the afternoon, And «oaint«d 
bwvy resistance* lb* 3«i Bettelian wea ileo tanltted to left of Let 
Battel lem and U <ti not pdvzuiec aged, rat heavy i^eietanc*!* Tb* let end 3id 
SdU&llon* r«iln«d here ortntl/t-t In defers It* p«£ i p4. The ?Trf Battalion 
llj*th IftT^iTT iu detached frm tha IXLtb Xrtfsntjy, and under RariKrntal 
control, nil at ad th* 2nd tattiUm, 116th Infantry m tha mrnln ■ of If Juna 
44, taking over position* forth of JL* ICtSUBIBtlv* Early thA jwtiIi^ the 
5*4 fiattaHcr., : oved to defensive melLlon Id vtolnltr of SB IHTP , vh# 
l*t Battalion pet up defer* i v * it lone at 1QI5 da JREm,. The R«^nntal 
CP, arlpLnally at BOM it BQX, o iw of 2»t fctt alien, aM then 

to 057 

1* Active Mm« ivrth of ftf, L0> # 

fm the 20th to 30th of June the 115th Inf j-ntjy ir«t in 
active define** there ^ac effes^trd ■ coneaUd&tion of &ur forcoa durlt« 
wi Jj^r: tine roi litem eits e^c* to the 115 th Infsntrj* Ttave wa§ act: m 
ivi^tit jvdtrollij , ^ f and crneidcrflkle IsfOnetl n of v&lue vme obtcdro 1 ttn- 
c^miw etrength and dtepoolticm of mms& forc« north of ST* L0^ 

2* 3rd Aiured attack Uipqu^i mt ptml lone* 

Inf^itrj ud taife tlAcnte of Strd Amnd Dirlalon 
attacked throt^i our poeltlaif &t 09 c # 39 June U ta adLie high ground 
nawinE wst wd met ifroufc 400 yards sou h <tf LA F0K3i # littollarie «- 
be »n™ In po^i ion end trere eia^jeotad to t*P nf* artillery and rwt«r flye* 
'Hi* foil wing day th* let and 3id latta01o« of tl» 115th Jnfrntiy 
Into jpoelt isma of the 36th Ihfentry of tl* 3rd Ainoptd DlTlalon f **** with- 
urt* thrtsm^i our lines* 



■ ■■ 



- 




II Ftiroee t .ruieae* 
A f Phase A 

r 

ibf Rwinftit etarted to eng&fp the on^y Ijmtf-Atd^ **iai 
the iHKh Um **fe and ±d mlfloi mite of the ?2&fcfc Infinity Recent 
of the 716th Infantry Dtidaisn and fccra of the HT Wone* BatteHon 
fifjit -n.| u inf**ar* lleo. H*«m *T the #7 Owpeflff 915 th Infrtitry R*£i- 
jwi jf thi- 3i2iri Infantrr DiTielcn nM the 3i*cr tatt.alX* (Iwslan end It&lim) 



jf ih«i 3 Wirt Xnftostjy 
at Ui^ied to the 352nd Infantry were identified* 

nom tavh defenses to the IrauGd^tnd Area the erratf eelim 
«i«Led i»lniy of aaxLl 'jeOAjriifl £p«f* ant entpere the lTlfcth tetilT^ify 



ltottr.UL*L t #17 Pioneer fieki elicit » 12 Battevy /?TF Rat fce lion, 3r2ni IWfcrtiiy 



inundated are* wna etrm^Ly oppose fcy G*m.u. de- 
f rae at i^liii Bd, Rt tXJlAjHRLtfi ^ end at wots *» CJfcFT *t aonUi of cp-u*«- 
way fcy wLte of 914th, 915th and 916th GrtAedler Reginmcn* 3n^pcre and aoall 
delio'lm urtfta were identified! *e Schoell* Irlgede 130* 

2rwl Battalion iu attacked at Le CAKRETlHJR by unite of the 

Divifli^n Art ill ^17* 

Ifae en**** to, erd the ensealr.^ of he Die River woa opposed 
wi te of thnw (5) fcattelione of the SchneUe Bri&ede *33> vdte of the 
3*52ftd £*«™dier Mvisinn end an vm'm^m g? run unit* DoeiLKnts incHceted 
that pert a of tha 5th Fmntnop Regkmit vere In the a* defender poelticrte* 

Pb&ae A 

Tha f ollowlnf unite ww« Identified f m he die Stacr to 
JUly let 1 44* 

914 Or. Regta* <?15 Or* fcfta end 916 Gr, Ho^te of tto 3: 2nd 
Inf cutty WLvieion* 

II to %3 Gr Rest J53 Inf Mt fc 
tog 5 53 353 Inf Cttr 
9th fact of 3rd FhratitnAe Di* 
513, 517, 5L0 *» of SohMllc feigucle #30 
J53 Pu Eft 

of Casualties 



icizh t of ■rtBcn^rEi of Wrt evacuated to July let 
VOietei Hm. ~ 191 

Office - a 

Tot-il imfc* of efiat^ dead burled to July let 
Ap roxLoetelf- 



It la eeauned that at least en «qual flu-.'MP«n emcwtet 
bgr the encny due to felcti^dy elo^neaa of acvancc un il the a ddle of <!uly 
the e¥¥ouBtloD of anv^ voundod aid dtrad *y tha enny w esffldllqEA* 



Inpor ,-^t Cacturce - Hone 

fba hij^eat renktiitf captive t&ken ¥y thle wit w»» the rui^: 

of Cftpt&iH* 



T 1'b far Jung l&iA 



KU DOV 



Offtoew 2S> 



Xnfiflfci 



Mil IU 111 LU lOl TOTAL DTI TiffAL 



at 0 



3 



A ffi 3 ^ lm 3JK2 si 



Z5Q 3 L52 3a 103 1310 ja mft 



KIA DU, 



Gffi^W 1 



Itei 

totals 



0 



0 



Utt 514 UU LlA JOft i OTA L tOt TOTAL 



O 0 



11 



0 



0 



■ 7 



0 



29 



HA DQ 
Officer* 33 3 



Mm 



as as 



Total* 296 £0 



DOI 

o 



2t 



2bl 



i« - All 




0 



UA LIA «A TOTAL &TT TOTAL 



7? 




367 5 463 ja 107 1233 39 1177 



Pl*lri Gjfl* Off ijera 
U*tt, ILLdi ^ C-j Lt. Col,, Cm*. 1 an*ing 1ft **, 019277, SHA, 6 Are 



r'u-ilcU, HUitH B», Lfc, Oel. ( CfMptUng 2nd In, 0255133 „ KIA 10 Amo 19*4 



C C N F 2 D lTt lit 




Silver star itodtlB - 3 
Purple hurt UdUla - 61 
2* 3p«tti*l KMrntiou of out stand i rv inoidcnte in each tjrp«, 

flwt Uffitunt HoftCT E* latam, Qb£6065 P Medioal 
Co its, Unit** 6! Qt M Artqr, for eallan ry in action In Xmn^t t-mnc*. 
Uurir* tin «ntlra period, £ Am* 1%^ to 15 *»a First Lle^™rt 

fatsos ttrttlrirjj efforts viUi hi* imlt JLn bradirf,* cmtaot with tha 
erwnr «*1c -tfo c:.:tE m^i'rc Jud;- tr- ua u aclJUr eiig a Itffr^-, ™ "s- r - 
largoly Vscamie of hie exmllarrt. *tu«*Yloi m sad inar rue -lent to attars 
in tsetteaL sltb.ati^iui whlls nder sw^r ttw that ha couLd lsan Our o^n 
f«rM thr*e tie q to Kndw mdkl aid t* ammted Franota civilians* Oil 
on* oKaslan alfht Ctfrruuia surroundai the houos in wTdett Fir&t li exi, mant 



Wsfcaon Tra* Attending, a w&UHdai fmih «bUd« hcrfuaa of hSjs eooinc » and 
dlffu-y of bearing* tha mmy withdraw stii p»mlUed him to aoaplate hla 
noi+: and it? urn to oqr Un«. Mb mura?*-, , :«i ability rsflcct 

grant crrx-it \T4»ei hiaaalf and the fclll ajy S<rvl£a* Uvtl llil uy Amvijc 

Swwd Ueutamrt. irthw C. Ctaa#fifik, #r M 01300274, 
Infantry, Mai- od S^Ui Antf, ffflLlantiy In action in Ka^j-aiy, France* 
On 12 *frma l%t f Saooid lActitciiiirrti GhsdwieJi: >a platoon was cAtaelting t 
atrcoi^r fortififtd «du^ fwai ion. The retlatww* *m such that it feaoGna 
ucM^a^ to iflthdjwr* During this aotion, RaCmd U*TJtenarit Rlwtwitrt* iras 
wid refusing to ba «act^tfd ha partlslfatad In u»t hsr attack on 
tha pu atr^jTOintp Although Mi held up \p zvehlna gmt flra* 



After r*£ *lTi4£ orders to wl hir^w p ha riMlnad wit il all tha wwirted 
c^nrLad to a^fatf* tlmmn^ upon raaj^n i llation ha It^nrnad that ona qaJiialtjr 
was mt ac&Aifttad for, an4 without haaltution i ha ratumad to tba «ccpoaai 
arw and ft vaaaat wt tha riilnliiji miu 3aa«ml LivJt^iv o .iiwick'B ttie ^IflA 
DJtlnr.a ahw a 4«ap regard f°r Ills ;^n # ami nflact grrat orfwii'* Ti'tm Mna^.f 
an! tha slllt^y wrioii *nt«r d Military Sawic* fism law HwpaMrc, 



Private First Claw ftawrt M K4ort t JSQM0^^ i InfRritir^ 
(hlt«d St&taa, for plldilry in (Miti-^n in Nom&ndTj Frfince* On 10 June l?4fr| 



Ptinata first GLaaa IteorG aaa a tian,4n tack everting awval Awricoi priaoi 
to tha vwmy linna. Boldly eurLfSpoot ins tta*tarik f wiLh comtiAff dlsra.Tii^ 
far hla on aafat^i, ha dlnated tha jriaonera to jlsrw« # and find in aatltnk 
at tha taifti Hi* rctumad tha firs, as ccr.psllad to ultfa- 
;*Lan frlmcly airport iwlwi. the cj«jr#irs ^tapl^ad Vr Pri-Tota Fir at 
Moor a, in tbe (fees at uvcrwhilrLiAe 0*19, reflacto grert credit u r m 
hlaaalf ani tha Military Sandoa, Bntorad Hlltttiy Sanlos I rem May land* 



I 




Colonel imm* M, Slaproy, 05136 rdln«l m T^lmiinl CO*, 
1540 hpiire, 13 June 194A and r eplacad ey Colonel Cochin 
(fcssJs** Jfe»j QL&2O0 

Cajfcain George InlWj 0**06384, r*li«r- d ea ftaplr.Btjtel 3-3, 
1600 hmroj 1A June 1944 end rvfilaoad % Captain Albert G, 
aarfield, 0409905 

Lt, Col* Richard C. Blattj, 019277 - MA oa 6 Jvre 19W. *a*or 
Jmase 3* Morri« , 0309173 took over coajmnd until 0CO0 hours , 
14 Juu« 19U+ at vHiah tine ha wee relieved and r*j:lB.eert ay 
Major Clover 3* Johns Jr* p QJOTIS?, a* CJO, 1st Battalion 
115tn Infantry. 

U, Col* WUliaaK, Warflolt:, QeSOL^, C.0 # 2nd Batteliert, 115th 
frfantrr* H4 , 0300 hours, 10 Jur-c* 1944 and wan retread by 
td. Col. .Arthur T« Shoppo, 0? 56HO who ma rdLiavod by lif.Jar 
Hairier 0, Cllft, 0354335 fit 1400 hours, 23 June 194J-.. 

Mejar Tictor J>. Gills apie, 0243&H?, C.0 # 3rd Battalion, 115th 
Infantry relieved 1630 hours , 9 ilvw 1944 l*;-' Captain Qrst 1* 
Nwldas, 0407499 who ma relieved (uxo tils -uest) at. 

0090 hours, 17 June 1<&A. ay Major Char la a A» Custer, 0?77290 
who ralievai at 150C Sioura, 23 June 1944 ay Lt« Col* Arthur 
f. «h«pl«j 0256110. 



dlRU ¥. aDKXB 
Colonel, Infantry 
Coinandiiff 

ftWUiarreiE, jkfantht divisi m, a.f.o, 29, 0. a, aim, # July 

K ? The Adjuts* Geiwral, »«■ Do :nrtl en* p iashln^M , 2 5 , D*C, 
t Cenaandlnft Osnersl, HI Cons, A. P.O. 270, U. 3, Are? 

fcati^ir**-.S STJ 1 " 00 ;^ Reed.wUra, first H^ad 

states Ar T- r * file 31 „1, sufcjsetr "Aetl n Aflsindb Imav R»rv*r+* «*+_y 

ifU» Act ion l^orta, *ted 13 July tffi.i£ZXiSS£Z" t U« 

Corps, av=e suojsdt end file, dated If July 1%* J *** 

For the Cen ending Oentfol; 

WBtJiT Hi AHCHfc?., JR., 
It Col«, A.G,D 
Adjutant Gwural 
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July 21, 1944 

After Action Report, Headquarters, 22nd Infantry 



4Kj 4j V. £« JJUT 




£1 JUly 1S44 



SWKtTi i*tian AtAlui- rnmy, NP*rti irtar/^rttr fcotloa Popart 



Tfl • Tha id jut ant ^ml ( aahin(ton f 0. C. 

mm i channai* 

CM f Jus* 1944 ttat Allt*d tftp^itlanory landed *n tba coa»t of 

ha 2tod Ir-fan ry. 4tb Infontry Bltiiion* landoi an tftah Maah atoning a* J P^» 
7* ■inut«t- ^ha "Mra battalion, find nfonLry, initially nttaoftad W tha 



Inftctr*. landad in an* 11 «mft with *h* nlaalon o* «ro*Biat 'ha banoh »****il. 
tuniAl to th* a* r th*->at, and radveln C tta fortlfiad politico ■ *lOf£ -.h* 
*h, Kond Battalion land** la LCl** t troa**4 tha beach and lnidMlatod 

irB( wlw the kIiiIqo of t-tKklN' *o the northwcat, r*ducU£ th* itran* point* 
*t Criabanq and **a*iUa, tna laaurlftx ^W 1 «f*»Pd wa*t add awthwaat 



of ^juln*Till*« V* landinr **» o*d# appro*} atalj UOO yord* **»» tl « *f tll « r^o- 

po«4i baaah* By Birttr*il, th* ■**i»** t o*s abort *f th* initial object It*, but 

£*J r«*«K*d th* ganaral lid* 5:tah Boaflh-^ouoarailla*. 



On the *«nir E * Juno, rtfev Sc fi l»attt floating th* mttaok. 7h# ffcird -<att*L- 
iOB wn tlfl«« th* attack o lb* ha**}! itron& polttai ►,>-.• iocond i*tt«)l«i rorod 
fefnard end lotaoad no attack on *h» atr*n& point nartha**t af A««viU*i thi firot 
Mttalion s**ad through PnnerUli, St i ir««J:f f and attneiflod tn* ctrofl£ pa*** 
C«a.r brlt^* In *&* afternoon rha r*ir*t H>J 5«eond f Taltailor.a r*0*iT*d 

«oont*r*ttackt in bob* foro* and **r« drlTon lawk o>e«t 600 jaj-di* Burin* tbn 
night the fir at a*tti Hon reo*lw*d asp tear ee*i t ernt teak at about 0040 and r** 
pulaad thii notion witkmj* anlvllU«i 



m » Juno th* Firlt and Sflflond tJO^-aliona atUofcad 'ha ltm| poinl ■ at 
Manilla and ^rlataoq but wa d!iueoa**r>jl# Tn* Tblrd Battalion eootla&ad it* 
aia»lon of T-o, tclug tha hanah itrmr valuta ia»tii Uto In th* tftaraH at 

which tin* tbay rarartad in plotW to th* K«| Ipantal r*«*nr* with ?Ji* ->i*ti«i if 

blmak hiz an «ap*et*d eno^ attampt t* hroak through tha Firot Jattatlon to th* 
k caak far** oaanndad by frU« c*n« fionty A* i--Tbor wa* L^r^ad k J*». 

-ha d*0lal«n *** aad* to 00 A talc tha Odany *t ;ri*«a«q artth *C" Company* 22nd 

Infantry and ono ivw of tn* CPrth fal* a*tt*lien| tti* raaaiodtr of th* 
fawinan? ana t* *tt**k in oolunn of 9attali«»a ia ord*r ?hlrd f S*cmd, ?^r*tj 
aftar tba iiird hnttalion had a*i«*d th* tean *f A**rlll* *:;d th* I'-roeg, ^oiat 
to tin nortbaact of Atorilla* Tb* attack Jun »1 off at appruiavataly l»o0 and 
Ml rot with Otro&C *oar,y dafottolv* firaa* 

Oa 10 Jun*,, th* Third . at t alloc vovad io*ard tha itroAC point at OiatIU* 
with tha Saoand c?*t tall on a#ntaiaJm( tha *n*V at Chan da fan^«»>* ?h* Fir at 
-•ttalln att**k*d th* tow* of 7*utaa*y ur ; *r o r*li*r* th* ?r**au» on tha 



■ hiid hatt.llonj *hioh m raoalYlne flank inft fir* fro* that point* 



DiriDBS 




(iotion *fc*ln*t Boporto Aft*r/M t r .ctiaa Tf.port. *Q. Mnd Inf, *1 July 4* 

*4) 



fte litH of Juno found tbo rhird d*tt»Uon pr*^»rln« to a waul t tho Oao- 
rillo »tron fi poias. with tmsiewl Jjottollom otlll ooctalnint tho onony at Ohnu 
d* Fontonoy- Tk* firot Battalion oontinuod til* ntuok on ront^oj S"r Vor+ 



<fe tho foliowiuc day th* Third 9* -tnlion ndutt* tho Qtorlllo otron 6 point 
and by nijj/Afill had alnort ooinpiotod A* ^epplci op opomtiou 

On IS Juno, '-ho Third dattnlio* oolcod tho bom of Ooowillo mi tnord 
ho MRh *T»oanJ «oot of ftilarrUlo- lb* Booond Lottolion nod* * wido flmklive 
nOTonont rhi-oufcii th* litti infantry to i** d H> *w*t nltoe *«■ rids* tflonrd 

4;uAb**111o, tod Hi »tlM roolotonto ibo aotiro d*y» h«? ir§t Battalion ftovtd 
fron iti portion n*»r iwntnnny sur tfor -a » po*Ul<» to th* loft of thn ni^d 
Battalion td proportion for a eoordinaiod loginontal at tank w rollonlnf 

las* ' 1 - ' U -W f ' . 



■ 04 



bo po&lnont attaokod with All chro* battaliomo on tbo wominr, of 14 Juno* 
ooiiod th* hi h ,:rouad woo* of ftuinoTlllo, and orfaniiod ^ ( position for dofon 
During .ho porlod 16- IT Juno tho ESfid infantry roore*nit*d loid r *- muitfpni^* ta- 
out ft-Jur »o»y in tor for too* *hao iparndio art 11 lory fir*. :tm fir it asd^ocaan 
BavtalionE ronalr-od in tho front llnoa ud tbo Third BOtUlion fovo* to tbo roar 
with Ctxpuy "t" h*id in DlTi*i« nobll* rooorvo* Uoto IT Jtno ( tho Third **t- 

talicn i'ovad to OB iwmblyim oonthooot cf *untabOur§ or. a bo«uj propojOtlor » 
for *n at taGk Oil t hot tcnm * 

Ob tbo folloirtnc sorincf "Jhird *ttolifln «■ ort*bli*it*d in lto ooaonb- 
ly nr*aj tho "in* En t to 11 on wi ottoahod to tho l!th Inftotryt ood no aeond 

Bottalion in nobil« ro**rr»- 

On I* Ji*>», tbo Third Bkttmllon ottookod ud oolxod mmtobourt ood iOO 
Rogiatot otoot"blod northooot of thot to*l propomtory to on mttoob to ooi»# 
tho higb fj O ini d in tbo i lainity Of L* Tx.oiJ* 

Vhrottt'hout 20 Juno tho R«glt ont novod mpidly with littlo or no rooUtonoo 
oororinc *o«» oight Pdloo and iOOuriu* tho bltfi ground noor Lo Th*il* Tho onony 
had withdraw to tbo rmporwd dafonaoa in ond around Chorbourc* 
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MOOt|i ftlthtm-jja rodl*tiwc« w** nmh hHrltn The mmy becmn infUtntiB- U#- 
hipQ tr.o ft-aiat' litifli, mfcing It n«*ttirjr t« lupply tfa« umlt b*tt^i«i* If 
twH con tot ♦ 

l the ftttagk Voni f#j 

th« r»»r »f tht Thirt D»tt*i.liea 4> «lm out poakrtft of rHlittne.t n» Fir*t 
mi Third R»t Clival wi« psor* ftrtp-mii tcwpd th» itrani polait « thi 
eround north of L# tb' 1* 

On S* Ami thm Fir it *n4 Third B*tt*li«i popped up tb« Itogltajntia obj#ot-p 
Lt*« h* dtottad MHbliWt *tiitt*d by Cwpay *C* f 4tto BLflflHri! Mpp*d up 

ui mtandftttvd Tillaj-fl north of Cau^hotl* 



(Afltlcn A£*ln*t *n*py, Pepwrti iftor/JLft*r JLotloia P«p»rtj Kq 2rxid Inf, El July 

"h* fo lining day th* uoaond BttttUan vu fcttojthod to th* UtH Inf antral 
th* Pirit »%tt»lloii held th* Mfh ground, pp.". rolling Tltor^Ljly j u4 tfa* Third 
ctattiliaG «ttflOfc«d oauth on MiOUior rwppin(, up vli tioCL In in effort to drlTO 
th* innitrfLtiog sneiay ^oopi iw; frn th* nlc tupply mutt. 



On £fi Juno, th* socotid : *iUiifln rojatnod th* Rojiwt, atttofcod to th* 
north # ia: r^ehwfe th* Tfco Hiird 3* t to Hop uiftd E*r*ttovlllo utd th* 

Fir it tett&llon oanMnuwi to h?ld tho hlj^ £i-0wid B»trld* th» gt j Iwro Hflia^ 

Qa P6 J\in* th* Zfogiaant mn^td i i dirjctloc- of *dT«ooo from volt to ***t 
with w.» tlfsiwa of dvotroylnt, fch* *n«y E»rrU« holding th* north ***t*m p*r% 
Of th* Cotmttn pminuul*. C*l thii And th* following d*y { IT Juno) th* tag* 
1**1 1 not id ill ■ an* n«4m tlthou^ th* ir,wy wo ft d* to mined d»f«nd*r# Ut* 
on th* Z7thj th* airport nCn-th of Gonnorlll* foil mid no£Qti*t4ai; ■ ror th* lanwd- 

or of turn g*TTUm mjulUj th* ooutil doftnt*! itn b*tm* T&* c*ro U'lcn i 
WOT* O^plotod *u»ly th* *orn.lBfi of tit* ffitJa ud th* «brrvdor of 9 SO Gor- 
au off loor* i^wni *f£-Mt#d fey l»o f ge Jum* t ocding th* f l C htiB G in th* 
Bftrt].an*tom p*rt of th* Cot<mtls pulzipijA* 

FurtJ-- 



Tho Boetatat EBPffroA to m nipbly *r#* for a ohcrt r*it p«-lod prior to 

Af ilPA M * . 




Ool«ol p 22ni Infantry 



CONFIDENTIAL 



■ 3« 



Debriefing Conference on D-Day, 82d Airborne Division Report, 
Aug 1944 



i 

UNCLASSIFIED 



DEBRIEFING- CONFERENCE - OPERATION FEFTUNE 



On the evening of Thursday, 1* August I9hh, a debriefing 
conference was held at the Glebe Hount House, LEICESTER. During 
the course of the conference each commander present who had 
commanded a unit the size of a battalion or larger of the 82d 
Airborne Division in Operation NSFTUI-JE, was permitted to talk 
for not to exceed ten minutes. Instructions were that each 
officer was to speak freely, without restraint, regarding any 
aspect of the operation during its airborne phase and to offer 
any criticism he saw fit in the interests of improving our 
operational technique in future combat. Commanders spoke in 
the order in which it was planned that they would land. Their 
statements were taken down verbatim as far as possible. At the 
conclusion of the. conference , considerable free-for-all dis- 
cussion took place of which no record was kept. However, it 
did have a bearing on the conclusions attached to this report. 
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Lt Ce>l VAOTW OORT-; 2d Bnj_, fo$th .Pf cht tri f r " 



-I feel that" I have very little for posterity at the moment. The flight , 
until- we hit the French coast was ouite uneventful for my Battalion, T Ve reached 
FRANCE intact and in formation** As' we' came in across the coast we saw a little 
ack-ack' from the ground a!nd T thought ' that there ,were some planes from the 101st 
Division shot down* As we approached. our DZ the pilot informed me that he 
could see our T. The pathfinder group had been dropped essentially wjhere {they 
should have "been, a little further inland,, and they only displayed, two- T ! s. ,. One 
was lighted wh£n we drppped.' The pilot X had was extremely reluctant to. come 
down to the correct jumping altitude, " T e -.ame in at 1400 feat, and pur speed 
was excessive 0 "I talked to the Crew chief and asked h:j.n to slow down* .-%>.: * 
went through a bit of scud as we came j..a and it caused trie formation to break 
slightly. At the time I thought the Germans had smoked the area* I lost -two 
platoons froin Company ,!T ^' , The gr een light was turned on about ,45 seconds;, 
before v?e reached, the E'CU^ Paver o I told them to turn it off*. T, fe dropped 
pretty well on our DZ r . I ; ^ myself P was a Quarter of a mile from the .DZ,* and I 
had a little' hard liick on the landing and banged up my foot, I .watched; the 
battalion come in ?nd they were -'ell spread out; the ships being too high ; and < 
too fast; Within fifteen minutes after I got on the ground I started putting 
up some green flares that forked out well, '"e encountered no resistance fr©m 
the enemy at night, only some fire from ack-ack around our DZ. Some members 
of the battalion were dropped in STF, V; R T "; WLISE and were engaged in a fire 
fight at once. - There was movement of vehicles on the road, one of the first 
things I heard being vehicles moving on a road to the South. I went North to 
the nearest hedgerow. I think it was a.bout 0410 in the morning when I felt L 
completed the assembly sufficiently so that I could move out on our mission 
and take the town of NEVILLE auFL^IN. In the meantime, the regiment had.. told 
me to stand by. The news, from STF WiSE ^HrLTSF was so vague to the Regimental 
commander that he had me stand jpy.. General RIDG r AY happened to be in my CP 
during that period and he also directed me not to move without consulting him* 
It was not until daylight that I received orders to move. We actually started 
moving at 06p0. . Later my mission was. changed to STE ' ? GII?.F,, and from 

there on it was essentially a ground operation. The 2d Battalion, met no re- 
sistance as we went Into the town. A small group of Germans, attacked our . . 
left flank, but one pl^tbon^ f rem ?r D M Company, was enough to drive them off, r 
and as I' said, it was a .ground operation thereafter/ It, was 0141 when I 
landed. 



« < 



0. Apparently It was 0730 when you' were ready to move out? 

A* ' rj e started > moving at 0600.. Reorganization was only partially completed, 
but when T reached the town I had' a br-ttalion less two platoons.' In the 
meantime,. I^picked up ouite a few people from the 101st Division, and 
some men from other t regiments which I carried alon£ for several days and 
then returned them/bo their organization. 

0, Do you .think that your lighted T was a great factor in your getting to 
your destination 9 /; " ; 

A. It meant a great deal to us. I saw planes coming in from various directions, 
fronT'40' degrees to 90 degress off course. They came in close to the T, and 
dropped ' the^r personnel, I think some planes from the 101st circled and 

dropped 'their people there. . , 

, ,j. .............. » 



-^id ^o'u; attempt to use your preen assembly lights at all? 

A. None* of my "lights worked; anticipating that, I had a flashlight I had fixed 
up with green facing and. I flashed that 0 

j .......... 

0 # None 1 of : your : .lights worked. - T ^y? , .. .- : _ . ., u . 

< 

A, I don't know, .1 had no opportunity to inspect them. I hid them, but later 

couldn't find .them. ..... , 



■-■ * 
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C OHriDTOITIAI, 

0, You say you had orders at 0410 to tell vth iere you werei How did you get 
•'>!') j thpse.prdejrss?.'' 

A; We had radio contact with thb Regiment very early. Regimental S-3, after 
. , daylight, tpame .by* my • CP , and. as I remember, the Regimental Commander was 
also there at one time. 

\ r , . . « » \ * »■ • f i •** i' : * . . 

» ,L * . . A« ' , 1* ^ i,' 7 , M 1 ■ " , ' ■ " f 

p*.- T ^t -rdid-.you*think- of the ^challenging system? " «' . 

Ai Right. at the^ment^sir, I would make no essential changes. I would like 
to impress upon the Air Corps the necessity for coming down to the proper 
■;. altitude^ and- flying at the proper speed., We have stories at the bat- 
. ta.Jdpp-> : froitf men who "spoke to pilots later on, quoting pilots -as follows: 
, ;/ '"-r*-rand . the last, t.inie I looked at the air speed indicatcrr w£ were going 
• • -.at 1^90 miles per hour ■ It was the hardest opening I ever had. I have 
jumped, at 130 and 140 miles per hour, but this was the roughest I ever 
•iha.d It .tore off some of my eouipment. 

» r 

I made a positive identification of where I was by sending an S-2 patrol 
t^thq,. sparest house. The Frenchman -tho^e gave us much valuable information 
6fV the -enemy. . ' 

I -u I believe that the greatest single contribution to the assembly of the 
505 /was .the superior job done by our : pathfinder teams. Air "Corps- anci parachute 

It. .Qpl. Krause, 3rd Bn., 505th Inf ; * : ' - 

I, too, experienced the same as Col. Vandervoort. The trip was very un- 
eventful, on the way over. \ As we crossed -the^coafet of FRANCE,' I talked to. my 
pilot on the interphone; and said, . "It looks''-' like a good deal". I looked 
back and saw my ships behind me. Just about : that time we hit the soup, (fog 
or cloud), and we started to ; .see fires- on the ground, a little ack-ack and 
,we had s.o/ne- fifh^ers- come in. on us and" fire; at us. An element of three 
ships was- -directly under us and not .'more thaft thirty feet below. One came up 
,frqm under and passed miracously ;betwe'en ; my shin and the left wing ship. I 
would say that in the next three minutes I came as' close to being crashed in 
tbe-:?.te..fts-. I ever hope to. " r e. tried to keen our formation, but ships con- 
.stantl^.over ran each other. The pilot called for evasive action and We' split 
.jjXj* w Some went high, some went lower, others right and left; This : split our 
rf^rm^tlpn. and we. were well spread. Just about two or three minutes before 
<irqp i time*, we. saw this green T . , : It was a Godsend and I felt that I had found 
: the .Holy Prail*- jl would say that J dropped from over 2,000 feet. It was the 
^gest/rirf^J. have had in over fifty jumps, and while descending, four ships 
passed urjd^r; me and I really sweated that out. Just after I landed, a mine 
bun(Jle ;J h.it; about .SO yards away from me without- a parachute and exploded. T '7e 
,trie.^»to oriejnt ;purselves very ruickly, and ran upon- a conical shaped field, 
^hlGhrl remembered as the conical sha ed field that we had studied during 
.pur ^reinvasion briefing. Northeast of this should be the Battalion DZ 
to]mand fos.t which, was to be in a wooded area on the Southeast end of the 
t>2.. Further .investigation proved this to be true and then I knew Exactly 
;W%r^ I knew where -'-e were, and I told the' people all 

^rp : und*me..^ because we rere so split up, we did not have too' much organization 
of jthe :t .u^tJ5 ... , i%. ?? ven • had some men from the other Divisions contacting us. I 
compps.<ed_t:w© groups, one under Captain DeLong and the other under Lt. Isaacs 
and ^ we,begani,tPcform, ..but not too rapidly. I sent out patrols to guide in 1 
asscm^i.ng groups and; about that time we saw the green flares. I could not 
find my :s original signal which- I ^as supposed to use and likewise alternate sig- 
nals jvpre/gone. T.fe had: absolutely no visual- signals -to assemble on. Our* 
method of assembly was to roll, up on our sticks. Our sticks formed up in^gQ.gd 
s^ape . ( Jhe :: i\ext :problem .was, that ' of • people running through our area wanting^ 
to. khow; ; wh©r^ ;/ t,hey wer-e* .:Maj or\ Mcr^ini-ty- asked where we were and T told him 
whereuoon .he put v hi^..;ma.pva^ay.and r headed ; 'for the bridge with Captain Dolan and 
most of . Conmany ;Ai. . . "fe .w:;r f e ^t§i;ting «to get close to 200 men in about an hour 
and a half of assembling. One of my officers landed in the town of STE MERE 
^tl^r Cn* hift 6W-h6' ''saw' aT^rbup" :of Germans and witnessed several chutist 
taken prisoner and others killed, so he headed Northeast to join us. 
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On his way he picked ud a slightly inebriated Frenchman, who stated that this 
was ST^MERE E^LISE, and we knew then exactly where we were. It was just 
before,. fmir when I made the ' decision to move ojat .to. 3TE *JSRE TIGLISE. moved 
in from, the Northwest on. the roaci that the, ma.-n had skid /the troops ' had d-e~ 
parted from;. It was mostly transportation, and. .^e-rvi'ce-tL&XtsJ-'that had remained 
in the town when the bulk of - the forces. cioved' ; intO- field ,bivouac : ''-several; days* 
prior to D-^ay. because of the bombing. Captain' DeLong^. ahd:- 1 went 'in 'toward'- * 
the Northwest, section of. town* The civilian in a white coat : 'was carrying an 
American mine while f guiding the ray. T ' T e made him go out first so that he would 
not lead, us into* any gun position* . •" r e met no : opposition, but we- did m&etTabtofi 
members of- the other units , . and they were all heading f or theirj missions'. ■ v : r :i 
wruld say that re arrived in town just before light and had" ho J bppdsitibn at :r * 
all, mainly due' to, the covered route the civilian took us by, • but in the center 
of , the town there were spasmodic shots -that became ever increasing. My' in-?- ,: - ; * 
structions to my men were not to fight with any other unit but : to -fight with 
me in' the town. This proved worthy because all my men concentrated-' on; getting 
to the town and the bulk of my Battalion was with me by mid-morning. The re- 
maining enemy troops in the town v/ere apparently scared out of the town. The 
force which *-wq had /was .iust a .jumbled group and in order to secure "t : he- to^h 
as quicly as possible we endeavored to establish road blocks around- t 5 fie-'towh rs,; " 
as hastily -as possible, which we .did. One important thing • we -were : goihg"'td 
do was .to 1 cut the communication lin s. ■ : - T e thought we found it; and : severetl 
the main cable from the town. As' more troops came in we put up road blocks 
around vthe whole town. T -fc had about one fourth of the force we expected' at- i '- r -'' 
about .five O'clock.. A message was sent to the Regimental CP» 'This- -message 
was dispatched at about five O'clock. .■' ' I ' : 

» . . . 

0. * /bout how .many men did you have in the town? 

A. ,T e had l f -^0 men and groups of 40 and 60 came in rapidly throughout the morn- 
ing. H about '10 0 1 clock 350 men of the .Second Battalion .came in.' 

«■ •• ■ * 

C't • T,7 hat happened .to your two artillery pieces? • * 
. ■ - 

A. One we never found; sir, and one was in action before noon» 

... , ... . 

Q. Did you have color 'assembly lights to use? • * " ' j 

* ■.■«.*. 

A. Yes sir.- P think in the next operation for assembly we should try to' get' 
weather balloons, and stick the light up on that.. 

Colonel ^kman, -Commanding Officer , 505th Frr^chute Infantry : 

I have nothing much to add about the ride over, except the 1st Battalion 
Co mand^r, Fa.jor Kellum, not being here, being ; KIA, I can give his story. 
Regimental Veadouarters and the 1st' En. got in the planes, and .iust about five 
or six minutes prior* to taking off a huge explosion occurred. Someone had- set 
off- a r^mmon Grenade which in turn set off all the ammunition. I was init- 
iated into combat that way. I spw a lot of dead bodies lying around after the 
explosion. Our ride over was uneventful except for the ack-ack which came ^ 
pretty close to our planes. 'Jumping out after going through the 'cloud's;., ^'i, ' 
baled outsat about 0204 hrs.. according to my watch. I had a very .hard"'ppqn-. 
ing, because we v ere. going at least 150 miles per hour. I do not rem0iri>e ; r 
the landing because I was pretty dazed. I v *'as in the midst of a field 'of cat- 
tle when I landed. No j other personnel was around me. It took me about' ten 
minutes to get otit of my chute. * I found out later that I had landed just.'a 
few hundred' ykrds^puth of FR^SVILLJC, which is veil Northwest of STE iEREfeCLISE. 
I started out' and the first man I met was ?>..jor Thomas of the 508th, and he 
was treating a few men who were injured. I wapdered around still dazed for 
about two hours. Just before four o'clock I ran across Fajor Norton, and we 
debated about where we were, ^.bout that time we found a Frenchman and from 
him wc got the direction to the town and found that that there, were a number 
of C/ermans there* Tf e started out to our area and on the way we .ran into the 
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1st Bn. under Major Kellum, heading toward th : e bridge and his area. "A" 
Company had very speedily organized and was already engaging the enemy just 
East of the bridge near ,STE. MERE EGLISE. Rest q£ the 1st Bn. continued, on... 
tHeir Tftfetfidi^ assembly area^ they "being the RegtX. Reserve. 

We went ' ^ the CP and ran into.. the 2nd. Bn, At that time, the./' 

situation being 1 a 'little obscure ^ we told Lt. Col Vahdervoort to stand 1 fast 
until further orders* At the locati6n',Qf' : the CP. was" Gen. Ridgway, and we 
speedily established the CP. It was a little after seven o'clock when., I. 
Heattj. that 'the 3rd 'Bn* was in STE MERE HGELISSf, * that the 2nd Bn, was moving' 
toward ;t%ir objective, and that the 1st Bn. was well down toward the bridge. 
The situation was well in hand. Later on the 2nd Bn. fell back' into STE . k 
MOJRE 'EGLIS|5 arid 4 With the 3rd Bn. organised for the defense of the town * ' „ 
against ^uperior eherrly . forces which were attacking from the North, Northwest' 
and Sout'h. "TThen action in STE MERE EGLISE' erideci," these two units were all* 
mixed;. up/due to the speed wp.th which tbpy had "to move to meet enemy threats. 



I. j 



% . T, fculd you recommend rny* changes if you were* 'to do it over again?' '■ '* 
A. V I see no reason- to : change the assembly plan except to get the assembly'" 
lights.' where they .'can be seen. I also came in from a higher- altitude 
• Bind a. greater speed than I should have, and believe the Air Corps should 
receive mor'e ! training in dropping our units. 



i- 
» 



°JL~ i Y.? ur * r . e * « y< ? u . had two lighted T ' s , is that correct? 

AV TSs;sir; /ffie -.only comment I have on the operation is about the speed, the 
altitude of the planes and the assembly lights. One plane load returned 
to the base because of some trouble. The men joined us about a week later 
in a C-A7t T,, hen I was on the- field I: was sure our plane had not come in 

* from the'proper direction. I- noticed plnnes coming in from all directions 
and all altitudes. The assembly lights did not work in this case. I 

* saw some flares which I believed Col. ^andervoort put up. 

O m ; How long were you in the fog? "• - 

A". Right after crossing the coast and, I would sayy maybe three miles from 

* STj S.ftVUER we hit a heavy cloud bank and it was then that we lost control of 
the formation. Just a little ways this side of the MERDERET my plane came 
down. -under -the clouds, but I could see few of the planes. ' * 

• . * ' * » 

P. T Vhat 'do you think of the use of flares? 

A.* I. like the use" of flares only in the event the assembly lights won't work. 
The flares, if not shot straight up, that is, if shot at an angle, will 

: -^give.th&. impression that they are'two or three hundred yards from the 
actual assembly 'point. The "T» lights are not feasible* to use for assembly 

. except in. case of extreme emergency as they cast off so much 'light. 
(Col. Vandervoort) - In regard to the flares try-to pick a r place where 
the enemy is not,- then the flares will work. In regard to radios, you 
need 12 radios to do it right. Tie in everybody with 536 radios, rte' drop- 
ped our 300 r s in bundles, but through 536 T s 'we -tied in very quickly and - : 
were able to locate men right away. 

r ' 

Colonel Ekman continues — I think it is better to use BAR 1 s -in leg packs in 
place of machine guns during the actual -drop. You can move out with BAR f 5 
in place of machine guns 'and come back l^ter for the gun's which vtfould be drop- 
ped in bundles, "A" Company was delayed in moving out as they couldn't find 
their bundles immediately. The weapons ^section we had contained machine guns ; 
in the sruad, .we jumped with someB/R f S, but would like to replace the machirio 
guns with P'R f % because "looking for -the machine guns holds lis back at first., 

Q. ■ T)o you want two BAR'S in every squ'ad end one machine gun?.'' 
A. In the machine gun section we would like to have for' the- drop two BAR'S-. 
A searching p^rty to find the machine gun bundle and bring up guns later. 
Each .rifle .scuad to hr^vc two PAR'S, »K" Company could h^v^' been -able to 
secure , the bridge if they had had their bundles. 'We lost quite a bit' of 
eouipment. . Someone can always use the B'R'S after the machine guns are 



found. 
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<\ How did you identify your bundles? ' f ,. A 

A» (Col, : ^95<}f rvport) - T/ "e didn't use any bundle lig^s*>J?fe ?i ^a4^j;rS>h^4jwd 
all §ix r bundles tied together* I lost one 60mm Kortarj I 'h&dnt.he bullf of 
my machine guns. .1 had more radios than the rest of the Regiment put* to- 
ge£^£. your bundles together - it helps. We used a system of lum- 

inous paint" to separate the bundles. I believe that bundles should be 
r^paintodr.Jiffht^.colors to be 'seen easier. T:T e used no vitrolite on our 
bundles/ but we later used it for marking roads, etc. The system of 
challenges and responses wss OK. One thing in combat people have no 
scruples, a^out K whose^ecuipment -they hcve as long as they get it. Another 
. thingamy -men. jwefe reluctant to get -everything.. It is important tlj&t'^; 
the. m^n^are, trained' to get everything .they have. Jumping with- . an $&iX*j * 
mine on L th§. ; and i vidua! proved beneficial. ; ■. .- • . ... / . jV. 

'.,•>.♦. vi i; . J i.. ■ . ' - ... . • " «• * -J- • 

. • ' • . • . f V... • . . • . • ■ ./ wj-' ^i- r.. 

Lt. Col. : Me ndz f ? 3rd Bn.sv 508th Prcht. Inf : . : .>v 

* * * • - ■ i • ' * ' ? 

I was in command of the 3rd Bn. a.t the outset I ? cj.idn f t .;St©e><my Bn.vfop 
five days,. "We ran into .a lot of trouble as soon z\s we,.hit iand^..- -The-.fl^/;^ 
was terrific.. ' T, fo. jumped from about 2100 feet, the entire serial^ ^and . wer^.-.--. 
going rather fast. t - 2100 .feet is too .much .of ? ride, . I checked my^fi^ld bag 
and' found. *3 v bullet holes in it.- : - it'. Daly wa^s ; sub$eauently 'killodU-: -J l^^nded 
about 0230 in .tH§, ; wornang and didn't see' anybody ,f or Jive days,. -with the ; pos- 
sible exception of my messenger. I batted 1000" With my' pistol, I got three 
Heines with threes shots:; two Heines with a carbine and one Heine with a hand 
grenade. The Germans had a very good means of communication. 7e seemed to 
run into antipar&troop groups of about 60 men and we shot back and forth, ^e 
drew the conclusion that these groups called other groups who we.re waiting 
for us. 'Itoget'her I had three men, one off icor and my messenger v ..,The, most 
outstanding thing I learned was the accurate intelligence of the Oermar^;. .... --t- 
They used full .name, even nicknames to confuse : my .company commanders .... liy.^ *- roTi 
company commanders stated that they received messages .in my full : name aqd .even 
my nickname, . : jit is .essential that. the.. challenging- system must be known to 
the .Air Corps, as wall an ca$e they end up on the ground. The reply to the 
challenge.. mu^t be. given very euickly or it will be too bad. Selection, of 
words is .very imDortant. , T e landed about 3/4 or a mile from the DZ, South- 
east. . I was on the North side of the D0UVE River. In the five days that I 
was separated from the Bn. I walked '90 miles. I was. looking for the Second 
Battalion and all I found was ack-ack, T ' T e never saw a,T, we jumped on the 
green light. The pilot did not see- the ,T light either. It would' be helpful 
to have earphones from the jump master and the crew chief and the. pilot." f-s 
a matter of fact "G" Company was dropped in the. ocean and several men were 
drowned. % Recommend the. short method of challenging, bundles be-> daisy-chained, 
one light per plane load of bundles . . . 

Lt. Coll ; ' T arren, Bn. Executive, 1st Bn.,' 508th Prcht. Inf : 

I r came in as Executive Officer, 1st Bn.,..Cpl # Batcheller, commanding* ; 
Shqrtly after the drop he was KI* . The mission of the 508th was to go into 
Force "A" reserve in the vicinity of Hill. 30, T ' T est of the MEKDEIfflT. Myer.' . . 
Our flight across the channel was very uneventful, it was routeih.. -As we. hit 
the coast we g<pt some flak. I checked and noted that all the planes'. were back 
there. Put then we hit the clouds and it spread us a little. I cp;uld : >still 
see the leading V even in the fog. ' e passed over ST. SAUVEUR le VfCOMTE, 
and got a lot of flak which spread the formation. Then we went -over -ETIENVILLS 
and got a hell of a lot of flak there. Then I looked around ajid there were 
no ships ground my plane. I jumped on the green light, and just .after coming 
out of the. plane I turned around and looked over my shoulder ?nd sav£ the/DOUVE 
River .behind me very close. I landed about half way between PI CAUVjEtJ jS?-, and , ( 
the DOinrFS. I landed in an orchard *. T e got a great deal of flak practically 
all along the entire route between S/ M S/^WJR le VIC0MTE and ETIENVILLE. 
After coming down I only saw one plane which v/as towing a glider .and kept on 
going, and another C-47 which was shot down in flames. I did h^ve a light 

- . 
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but I didn't put it up, because it was obvious it would, not be seen, I 
toured the area in ever widening circles trying to cpllect as many men as I 
could. Daylight came approximately 0/+30 or 0445 in|.^e ;i: htol»nij:ig and I col- 
lected some 20 odd men and ran .into Captain McRoberts ' whbThad the entire . -5Q8 
radar outfit. They put up no lights because thqir lights. were lost.' ' the .:: 
hedges were high, and the orchards were practically all over the plaice near. 
PICAUVILLE. I collected between 40 and 50 men and headed* for GOUTEVILLE j 
just north of Hill 30. I got up to GOUTEVILLE .and found part of D a;nd-B 
Company and a platoon of the 505 under Lt. Medaugh. We were on the " verge . 
of attacking GOUTEVILLE with 100 men, but we had no supporting weapons - just 
rifles and carbines 9 Since there was' an estimated German Battalion in 
GOUTEVILLE we just stayed on the hill and shot at them. About 15 truck 
loads of Germans .went by, "going in the direction, of L>* FIBRE.-- After shoots ' • 
ing at them all $fternoj&n I got in contact with Col. .Shanley and. joined 
forces and moved west abaut 500- yards 'of' my, position near Hill. 30 and stayed*, 
there for five days. No -lights were used in the' area south of PICAUVILLE ; . \ 
because the area! ^as^QQ.j3ense. Hedgfcs were high and orchards were all qyeiv 
the place. ' L " ' ; '" - ' " : ;v 



Colonel LINGUIST,' 508th Parachute Infantry 



I went out about 1200 feet near AMFREVILLE. I t was a good opening 
and a soft landing in* about 2| feet of water. The light went up within ten 
minutes after hitting^the ground. The area was open and marshy, and the as- 
sembly light could be seen for about 600 yards. The assembly light worked 
well for about twenty minutes and then went out because of . water, sbakihg.. , 
into the batteries, " "When the light went I stayed there .30 JTdnutes- before, 
we moved out. There was no light on the embankment, the light was -4h the 
center of the. drop of Regimental Feadouarters. The challenging worked. fine. 
There was : very -little -challenging around the lighted area. at first as the 
men came in. The challenging -system was o.k., the verbal system 'should be 
used so long as it is consistent* I would make no changes in regards .to 
what was planned before the. operation „ All of our equipment went, into the^.. 
water and went . ; out of sight. We stumbled upon two bundles, but it was noth- 
ing that we cs>uld usk. I think we should continue using radio communication 
and one light per battalion for assembling. I think flares- would work /well. 
Anything in regard 'to light should be used- to get the unit together. As 
time goes on I would take a greater chance in regard to lights to get my . , 
units together.. . t " 

Lt, Col, QSTBERd, "l^t Bn., 507th Prcht Inf , 

We' were scheduled to drop north of AMFREVLLDjl. We ran into a fog. 
I saw my flight sgi'd it' was all there for about the first three minutes. 
We ran into. a -lot of flak. Pebbles kept- hitting, which I didn't haVe qnough 
sense to realize what 'was going on. We had no T to guide on, and ."only one ' 
radar set of the six we dropped was set up. Don't sell the home-made lights 
short.' They &re not. .so bright for a great distance but do allow for good 
identification. We had no automatic weapons until two 4 oVclock the'hext 
morning. Phone communication should be In. the plane. Second-hand inf orma.^ > ; 
tion is rio good, but you can't tell the pilot what his job is. We dropped 
from a low altitude. I landed in a very flat field , but it was inundated. 
I would endorse the home-made light on the bundle. The method of assembly 
lights should be kept as simple as" possible. 'A lot depends on the terrain. 
We had no flares. If we were to do it again I would have flarfes,/ because 
I consider them well worth while. It. would .be a gooti idea to- have' ;a .flare, 
to spare.' . . \. T \ /-\- 



Lt. Col. KUHN, 3^d Bn., 507th Prcht Inf .. . . 



i - : : — ■ 



^ Our" mission was to establish a defensive posit ion^'just' "westvof /' TT 
^SEVILLE. The Air Corps solcl us a. 'snow' job for 'they changedHhef^S^,/ 
I was in the lead ship of my^En.:*' Telephonic communication .shotild be /estate 
lished between crew chief and jiimpmaster, We had a ye.^y h unev«ntful;trip 
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until we hit the mainland, and then things popped* The re /was no coipmunica- 
tion with the pilot whatsoever* I never had such a hard opening in my life. 
I think, that the flash and thunder system is best for challenging. drop- 
ped about 0240 in the morning. We landed about one mile southeast qj^FHSS- 
VILLE. r? H {1 Company recovered a good deal of their ecuipment, but y ^fey used 
their home-made' lights which was ope flashlight bulb and two batteries. We 
used no luminous tape. "0" and "I" Companies landed \xo about the railroad 
tracks, closer to the DZ than where we landed. The issue Air Corps light was 
nbVworth.a damn. Short challenging is the better way of identification. 

Q. VJhat's Wrong with the Air Corns issue lighting? 

A. The/Air Corps light breaks, A good solid jar will knock it out. The 
^ir Corps light did not burn long enough, and you can T t tell one* light from 
another. 

' * • • ^* - / 

Lt. Col. TP'KKS, '2nd Bn.. , 507th Prcht Inf % 

I was iri the group flown by Col. Mitchell* We got below a lot of haze 
and we flew at"' about 550 feet above the ground. We did not go too fast, 
and our- -^Landing was very good*. ..We jumped at 0230, and we did not see any 
lights bn the' ground c I had a lot of difficulty in assembling. Tr e had the 
mission of taking AMFREVILLE. I never did get with the Battalion until about 
thp fifth day. As to lights, it would be a mistake, to sell them short* The 
Executive Officer had a light, and the Regimental Commander had a light, and 
the Radar Section also had a light. Our flares were wet and did not work. 
I assembled small groups not far from the LA FIERE bridge. Host of thfc bundles 
went into the swamp 0 We used the knot system and lights on our bundles, but 
we only retrieved a few. The mistake we made was that we used wooden con- 
tainer lights and most of them wouldn' t work., The radios were jumped right 
on the "radio men* The radio would come in handy but we had no radio., It 
was tragic not to have a radio for the first five days* The challenging 
system. of using two words is excellent * The mm were getting out of the planes 
too slowly and this caused dispersion, Also teach the" men to get out of 
thpir eouippient and chutes , Men should be taught more about that. After 
Captain Siva rtzvv alder came in we were going to make a night attack on the 
bridge at AMFREVILLE, but we didn't because the artillery fire was falling 
on us. 

* *. . . 

T ' T e tied our bundles together and I think it is a good practice in using 

the knot system. We used no luminous lights, but if we were to do it again 
we, would use bundle lights. We would use anything to help identify the' bund- 
le^. We had to send out real strong patrols to recover the bundles. I 
would have liked to have talked to tne pilot if there was an inter-frhone. 
(Cpl. Mendez: One light per daizy chain for the bundles is recommended.) 

Lt. Col. Shanley, 2d' Bn. , 505th Prcht Inf 

My original mission was to capture the town of ETIENVILLE and blow the 
bridge there and also the bridge at B'OUZVILLE LA BA STILE. On the flight to 
the drop my, Bn. did not experience a great deal of flak. However, we exper- 
ienced heavier flak than has just been described. A lot of jumpmaste'rs- 'said 
the planes' took evasive action, and thatmay, be the reason for the dispersion 
on the jump* ^he planes started taking evasive; action due to the flak. I 
threw .an A' -A radio bundle out, the chute on it "failed, its contents were 
smashed; my battalion assembly light in it was also smashed. S-3 was sup- 
posed to have a light,' but I did not see it. I used flashlights up in the 
trees when I landed. On the ground there was considerable f ire-'whidh was ' 
all around us. A lot of the men who came into the assembly area' had already 
killed; a German or "two. We landed just north of PICAUVILLE, and there were 
quite' a few Germans kround there. I sent several patrols' out in different 
directions to get more men. I had only about 35 ^en with me at dawn. At 
that time 1 sent more patrols out" and started encountering fairly heavy re- 
sistance. At approximately noon we were very heavily engaged on three sides, 
ancl 1 pulled out after T found 'that another group, larger than mine, was 
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east of us, .1 left behind in that place about ten men, most, of whom were 
jump casualties. Shortly after leaving the location north of PICAUVILLE 
I collected approximately 200 men and officers , lost members of the 508th 
and from all Battalions who had gotten /together there, and I set up -in 
that location, which was 1000 ^ards . east of. PICAUVILLE. With 200 men, I 
had two machine guns, no mortars'' arid* no other' automatic weapons. Vfe 
didn't have much success in* 'getting the bundles .on the ground. I did have 
SCR 300 radios however* By' radio ! got in touch with another group which 
was commanded by Lt. Col Warden 8 Several different groups, of Frenchmen in- 
formed me that there were : about 500 Germans in PICAUyiLLB and more than that 
in ETIENVIU..E. Having almost no heavy weapons and with so many Germans 
between my group and the 'objective I selected the one. mission that the Reg- 
iment had that I f elt* I ' could accomplish— seizing ,a crossing of the UERDERET 
River. Lt. Col. barren's- group joined mine and . we* set up a defensive . position 
on Hill 30, T?T est of the MF.RDKRET.. Eventually the remainder of the regiment 
joined 'us on the T? est of the ^DERET River. I wish I had had. flares'- to 
use for assembly • after the jump; lights were useless in that terrain.. A 
Frenchman told us that riCAUVILTE was a German bivouac area* 



- * 



Qi, Tould you want to use flares there? ") 

•A, , .If J: didn T t use them there, I could have moved elsewhere and use'd them.. 

* ' ■ * 

. P # Didn't you have flares? 
At No sir*. I thought the Germans would have them and our men would be 

walking into the Germans. Flares, however, are the only feasible system 
of assembly in that hedgerow country* We used vitrolite tubing on our 
bundles,. All the bundles I found contained ammunition* I did not find 
• any heavy weapons.. :V ! * 

\ 

r • 

Q.- - Did you succeed in 'rounding up your own stick? ;. - • "" . 

A. No sir. . I found many bundles, but found no . one around thre 'bundle. 
Eventually I ran into some men,, but found none. from my own stick for' 
quite awhile. The men worked the challenging system very well. . I 
recommend that we have one system of challenging to use throughout; ,. 
training and combat, and not change it later on, because th&t causes 
difficulty. . Changing over confuses the men. In regard to assembly ^ 
lights, we couldn't get them up high enough to be seen any distance, 1- 

t 

Q, ' T ' T ould you have used a light ^that would flash up for one-thirtieth of 

a second every five or six seconds, and that would light up approximately 
a distance, of six (6) miles (krypton light). 

A. Yes-, I -would use a light like that if I had -to, to assemble my battalion, 

r 

* 

. V - 

Lt. Col. Boyd, 1st Bn. , 325th Glider Inf ; 

Yfe. came. in at D plus 1 at about 0730 in the morning,. The men' who flew 
the planes on 0 minus 1 scared, the hell out of us by painting a bad picture. 
The 437* at Ramsbiiry was in quite a state of excitement. The landing zone 
was changed on us. The trip was uneventful. We were supposed to land in the 
Southwest part of 'STE MERE EOIISE, but the order was changed, . w e landed 
in the Southeast corner of STE' MARIE du MONT. n fe came in too closfe to- 
gether. . The. speed was 170 miles per hour and we were eight feet above the 
ground when we hit the trees. . The first aid man saw us hit and they got to 
us immediately, . The gliders should be strung out a little more to pvoi # d 
collision. T ' T e had our 300 radio ?md all the. companies checked in except •"- ' ! 
"A" Company and we proceeded to the assembly area* T/! 'e landed at seven 
o 1 clock in the .morning. Our medical detachment came in about two PM knd 
they took care of some casualties. Out of " seven, hundred men we had 600- 
ready to operate at 2 PM, 7 % should. have the glider pilots earlier for ..." 
instruction, The Air Corps 'started dropping tow ropes all over us, whleh-'" 
.was wrong. . ^ome even went over our troops. 'These ropes are an item of - 
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critical issue and should be taken home instead of being dropped in the area 
in FRANCE. *' r e_ had no flak and plenty of air protection* We f lew in column 
of fours, but v/ould like to fly in a column of 'twos.. A single column -double 
tow," should be satisfactory, but would like to have some practice bef6re 
taking it up. r ' r e were cut out at about 200 feet which .was entirely too low. 

» 

Lt. Col, T.'H. ,-Sanford, Fbcec. 1st Bn. t 325th Glider Inf ; • . 

' '■ 

The gliders., as. a ; ..whole, come in too low. Cuttinf- the gliders loose - 
at 200 feet, traveling 120 miles per hour, in an area with such small /fields 
and tall t^e0.a 'doesn f t give.tho glider -pilot any opportunity at all-to — 
select thtj 'field . or 'to ma.ke -the proper approach for a landing. Tug :pilfcts 
had bpen instructed to go up to 700 feet after crossing the beach : and Very 
few, Xf. . any , of them 'increased their altitude. Many of the crashes, d£ the 
glidc.rs. we^e a' direct^ result of the failure of the tug .pilots to give; the 
glider. pilot .altitude, enough to make a proper landing. In training Lfy had 
been .demqhstra ted that gliders can be- landed safely in very small fields - 
if th'e 'gl^d^r pilot has altitude enough to. make $ ■■ Toper approach and 'cbme 
in slo.vy. " TT n d er. . th e .conditions under which our pilots landed in N0PJ1ANDY. 
they had. ho. opportunity fpr : selection of the -field, or to turn, to make-any 
abroach to ; ^t.* It was j\ist cut loose and land,, which put a great many of 
our gliders into the trees and resulted in rather high casualties. Most 
all of this' Was due to the failure of the tugnilots to follow instructions 
*ncT to giye'.the glider nilots an altitude of 700 feet. 

Colonel March, Hj vision Artillery : * . ■ 

/ 

V7e use the system of tying our ecuipment together and we had no trouble. 
™c got o^c gun going *t STE IVW, EGlj.SK. It would be a good idea to. have A 
Battalion of parachute field artillery go with every regiinent. " :7c can got 
the individual guns in .but to .get ..them to work and assembled has- notcbeen 
very successful. This was . some times due to landing. The landing zones of 
the gliders was SNA FIT LZ's wore changed and the Air Corns was not informed 
of it. Some fire was delivered on ^VDay, and much more on D plus 1, /and 
it was built up as it went . along-.', .('t this point Ool. /.iarch was interrupted 
and the following incident .of artillery support related): , m 

"Col. " Shnnlcy who was on the w cst bank of the K EDER^T , Fill 30,-. had 
an XR 300' which was in contact with the Regimental CP on the. East .jv 
b^nk of the? river at CH r ,F du PONT, 't the Regimental CP an. artillery 
liaison party had set up the- radio and wire not and was in a position 
to fire in direct support but did not he ve contact with Col.. . /Shanley 
direct.* Col. Shanley was b*ing r-ressed by German infantry and re- 
• pucstrpd- -through the SCR 300 artillery support, and an infantry officer 
adjusted fire through this medium with superior results". 

Colonel March continued: If you are in a .jam -talk to somebody and try to ■ 
get some artillery. 

. m *'* » ■ . ' - • • 

' T he ( .gliders were coming in two and four at a time. I don't- know whether 
I agree with that or not. Personally, I don't know how much they are brief- 
ed, but t hoy usually go for the first field they see, particularly, if : some- 
one is shooting at them. The best thing is to have a zone marked for?-. a 
group. 

* * * 

In." regard to .parachute artillery, it is practical from the point' of . 
vie--' of 'artillery. It rill land and will br r blt; to shoot. To get four 
f^xns .together' is, quite difficult. In ~ICIL V they. got three together and did 
a nice ..job. ("tatemrnt .made by an Infantry- battalion commander present— n 
".\rtiliery coming in by parachute is good even if .you can get one gun .out 
of four".).. 

. i « * • 
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Lt, Col. Singleton, 80th AT Bn: 



w e landed at 0U2D in the morning at STE J'ARI^ DuPONT. Everything 
went well until we got just between the islands of JERSEY and GUERNSEY, ,■ 
and then there was heavy flak.. T,T e came in a columa of fours, and it was 
a nice .formation, and we ran' into a cloud bank, milky in texture, we could 
sep;- very, little,. There was a. lot of flak, small arms fire, machine gun 
f ire . and snipers,, The glider pilots did a fine job., v Je came in l| hours 
after the last paratrooper landed.. Anti-tank guns were scattered all 
, over the area. It seems that we landed when all the Germans were awake. 
We landed at -about four o'clock and we cut loose and glided about', ten 
miles before landing,. We landed very smoothly, To took in 16 gu,ns in 
the dark and the next day we had about five out of those' 16 within the 
Division area,- Ten men are needed by a squad. The CG4s had one gun, a 
little ammunition and two men, or, two men and a jeep which .shquM have a 
^machine gun <5n it to protect the men, T 7ith CG-13 we could probably get 
. guns .and more ''personnel. The guns were OK but we did no;t have enough per- 
sonnel,. ... 

Brig* Gen,- James M. Gavi n (CG task f o rce "A" ): .V, ... 

" (This statement was dictated on \ugust 16 th at Has., S2d A/B Division) 

» » 

To begin v»ith,. the' s'fcrial after leaving ENGLAND was in good shape — 
tight formation — all ships apparently present. The flight, as well as it 
couldrbe observed from the lead plane, was excellent, Somo flak came up 
from the channel islands — tracers were seen falling short, Shortly after 
crossing the " r est coast, the, first check point was seen which I had figured 
woulcf be BRIC r UABFC T ' T e then entered dense clouds. Ships which had been 
flyinr. .within a matter of feet of each other could not be seen anywhere*. 
The rqd light went on,- 'indicating four minutes before the drop* 'Haen it 
was a lsmqt: time for the green light we emerged from the clouds. There - 
were po ships in sight. river appeared in the distance turning to\the : 
>- r est,. which I estimated to* be either* the DOUVE or the upper reaches:. of: -thfe 
f^ERDFRET. .'The-, green light, went on at -bout the instance several of the 
ships anpo?\red' l GUt of the fog, closing in on us. After about a 3 second 

dealy we went out.. Small- a^rms- fire was coming up from the ground when 

•-the -chQt.e r 6pcned--4just general shooting all over the area. Off to the 
right of the line of flight there was considerable apparent gunfire and flak, 
I figured that it nrobably was in the. vicinity of ETIENVILLE, where there 
was supposed to be located the, only known heavy AA installations in the 
.area. A .lot of firing was seen straight in the line of flight— tracers 
going into the air — Several miles away, I landed in an orchard, joined my 
aide who landed nearby (LT OLSON) and proceeded to "roll up the stick" as 
per plan, arriving -oti the edge of a **lde swamp where I found the remain- . 
ing. men of " my stick- y/hb were endeavoring to retrieve equipment bundles from 
the deep, mud and marsh. At this time parachutists were seen descending,., 
landing in" th£ swamp* and. on" the banks. After collecting my stick, i found 
that several men Had been injured during -the landing, and two hit during 
descent. About 20 minutes after reaching the marsh, a red assembly .light 
showed on the far bank, / few minutes thereafter a blue assembly light * 
showed to the South : of the red light several hundred yards, I. sent Lt, 
OLSON at once to direct all the men that he could contact to. report to me • 
in my loc-tion*- As ; it happened, the blue light was the 508 light-r^the red 
one of the. 507 lights. Close-in security was posted. The Germans took 
no aggressive action, despite the fact that they .were-, obviously in the area 
since there had^ been considerable 'firing during thd descent, / The river 
bank'was weiX'tlug with slit trenches and prepared gun positions. Men from 
the 507 began arriving. Within two hours, about 150 men were assembled—'. ■ 
all 507 excent my own stick, and about. one nlane : lti'ad of 508, Lt. OLSON' 
reported that: there was a railroad embankment on thenar side of .the ^ swampy " 
and that it was passable for foot troops. " T e decided thc-\t we were r pn frhe r ~ '* 
JC^RDFRKT River since it was the only, river with marshes '.and r-'ith a railroad- 
running North and ^outh alongside of it. Prior to this point, I hpd estimat- 

.. > . * ... 
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ed that we must be on the DOUVE because of the "depth and width of the water. 
Our pre-operational photo interpretation had rather clearly established the 
fact that the HTvRDERFT was a narrow stream, about 20 yards wide and several 
feet deep. The value of the ^fERDERET River as an. anti-tank obstacle had 
been carefully studied. The river bank was surrounded by t marsh land, cov- 
ered with grass which on the fringes was used for grazing. Actually, ' it: it . 
developed that the grass was swamp grass several feet long, which showed 
above the water and concealed the wide, expanse of flooded area from the 
photo interpreter. Heavy firing was '.seen in the direction of what was 
thought to be STE MEKE'EGLISE. 't about 0430, Colonel MOLONEY, and Colonel I 
OSTBERG, of the 507th/ 'with' about 150 men, had reported to me, and I "decided, 
to move a s soon as possible to seize the T 7est end of the LA FIERI! bridge. • 
• I considered it necessary t'o* accomplish this before daylight because of 
the impracticability of fighting through the swamps, of which there were 
several, in the face" of 'any German automatic weapons* Steps were taken. to 
get the force organized for movement, but in a few minutes two gliders* 
landed about 400 yards T, 7e'st of -our position. By this 'time I had* definitely 
decided that we were on the v est bank of the Jf^RD^SRET River several -miles . .. 
North of L A FIFES, *t had been reported to mo that Colonel LIHDQUIST had 
moved down the railroad with about 100 men towards 'LA FIT»RE, Some indiy^ . 
iduals were still coming in. "Everyone who was not on security was working;- 
at retrieving. bundles .Jfrom; the s^amr* I -managed- to get one bazooka and. 
a few rounds of ammunition. All other heavy ecuioment and radios were . 
then in the swamp water or impossible to get to. The glider landings * > j. , 
appeared most fortuitous,' and sttps were taken to get the equipment out 
of them, 7 T ith luck it would be a 57mm AT gun,^ which would come: in very • 
handy. At this time gliders ? -ere going overhead- moving in the direction 
of STE im^-TOLISR. All indications tended to more, cl&arly establish 
our estimated location as being correct. In order to retrieve the contents.- 
of the gliders, the move South was temporarily delayed while patrols were 
sent to the- gliders. Lt; GRAHAM was placed in charge of these patrols. 
Lt. GWH'K returned in about a half hour stating, that he needed at least 
30 men-. One, glider contained a M 57 lf , and one a jeotu Tb.ey had landed in 
a marsh and it v/as .very 'difficult to extricate the gun and vehicle. Some 
German small., .arms fire was being received in the vicinity of the- gliders • 
at this time. .'Lt. Col. KA'LONEY was -instructed to make the men available 
to Lt. GRAHAM. About a half hour later Lt. GRAHAM returned and stated that 
he couldn't get the men, couldn't got out the eruipment with the men he had, 
and that the German-fire was increasing, I accompanied hifa to the hedge 
along the field containing- the gliders where. the fire was building up with 
considerable .intensity. * T ith some difficulty additional men were obtained : 
and finally either the gun or jeep. I forget which now^ was removed only 
to become impossibly bogged in the swnmrty bottom. At my direction Lt. 
GRAHAM destroyed the jeep and removed part of the breach mechanism of the , • . 
"57»nua. was just barely possible tc do this, since the German Force.; } 
was becoming increasingly aggressive. It was now broad daylight. It was 
about 6 or 6:30 AM. The degree of enemy build-up and his attitude .made the 
possibility of moving down the Tfest bank at this time appear impracticable, 
and ' I decided to move to the railroad embankment and move in the direction 
of LA PI ERE, and the.ro pick up all who could be found from the 508, contact 
the 505, and attack the bridge from the East side, Orders were issued,- and 
the movement started across the marsh. The movement started and contact, 
was established with the 1st B^ttrlion, 505th, under the command of Major .... 
KELL/M.;. at L\FIERE. His battalion hnd landed as per plan, and vvas carrying 
out, its. prescribed mission. His point was then. engaged at the L' FIERE 
bridges - : . : '". 

• ■ * 
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' • ' • CONCLUSIONS 

"" 1 1 1 

* 

1, Challenging . —Without exception, all agreed that 'tho system of 
challenging employed was the best; that is, one word for a challenge, and 
one word for a.res-oonse — no further conversation being necessary. This 
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further substantiates the findings as ? result of the SICILIAN operation* 
It is important that the same challenging system be employed in training 
as in combat, 

2* Assembly . — The assembly plan employed appeared sound and took the 
following steps. Each stick rolls up on the bundle.s. After securingtequip- 
ment, sticks join each other by sight "or patrol : contact, or rendezvous at 
a previously agreed upon terrain feature, or by radio contact* : The assembly 
lights, one per battalion, were used and proved to bo very valuable when 
placed in operation. Except for not being high enough, were most satisfactory 
for their purpose. Prior to this operation orders were issued as follows: 
"Each battalion commander, or one of his designated battalion staff officers, 
would take with him a flare which he should, employ if all other assembly 
aids failed 11 . It is unfortunate that this order was not carried out by all 
participants. It is noteworthy, however, that the flare when, used, served 
its purpose well. It is 'believed that the present practice, of. limiting 
the use of flares to a "battalion commander or one of his designated staff 
officers is sound. Too many flares create an impossible situation, Ohe 
light per battalion is all th?t is permissible. However, the lights must " - 
be raised 40 to 50 feet above the ground. (Experiments are now being conducts 
ed in this Division with a view to the employment of large balloons capable: f - 
of raising an assembly light to the proper- altitude.. ) It, is believed that 
the assembly could be facilitated by having more radios jumped on the in- 
dividuals, and it is believed that for this purpose- more radios, in addition 
to the present authorized number, must be obtained, 

3, Equipment , — All unit commanders are in agreement that bundles must 
be tied together. There appears to be some disagreement as to the extent 
of bundle identification. As has happened, in the past, if. a unit', uses a 
bundle light and they manage to recover their equipment without being 
shot up, it is felt that this is unquestionably the proper method, whereas 
a unit using lights and getting bodly shot. up finds it impossible to recover : 
its equipment and feels that the use- of a light is a serious mistake. All 
things . considered, the soundest*- plan appears to be: ^ First, to tie all bund- 
les together, so .arranging the jumpmaster's trip switch so. they will- be 
released simultaneously; next, identify separate bundles with vitrolyte or • ; 
similar luminous markings and,' in addition, use the rope knot system; further 1 , 
it must be emphasized in training that every weapon and round of ammunition * 
and piece of equipment must be recovered from the DZ without delay, and 
that units must recover their own equipment. If a unit is .unable to carry 
off all of its loads, then a recover detail must be put to work arid a dump 
established. Bundles, must be jettisoned in the-; stick and not before, 

A.. Individual. Equipment . — The parachute must be eouipped with a quick" 
release device.. Individuals whose load permits ^ust jump : . with an M-l-idhe. 
A caliber .45 pistol should be worn by each jumper during descent so as to 
be available irjimedi^tely upon landing. The use of the M-l Rifle Container" 
is not imperative. Individuals must be trained to carry their full and = ' 
complete, combat load, wearing all of their equipment in some training ex- 
ercises and, in addition, each individual load must be checked with a "view 
to his prompt. and expeditious clearance through the door. Several serious 
delays occurred because individuals could not get cut promptly. This was 
caused by faulty wearing of equipment, improper carrying. of arms, etc, and 
must be eliminated by proper inspection and training, * : ' : - ■. 

5. Arms ,— Because of the nature of the fighting in' NORMANDY, the BAR- 
was most desirable, being of a high rate of fire, long range, high penetra- * 
tiye power, light, 'and highly mobile . *s a result of this operation, all 
unit commanders feel that they would like to have two BAR ! s jumped in. every 
squad. This will permit a unit to engage promptly in a heavy, fire fight im- 
mediately upon landing. However, list's must alsg> be dropped by bundle.- 
There is no ' substitute for them on many missions. Obviously, more weapons 
will be on the ground than parachute units can properly employ.. Thisvwill., 
necessitate the use' of a salvage crew, ' *' . - 

» . * ■ 
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Steps are being taken to jump the bazooka ' M ith a round of ammunition on an 
individual in future operations. The Gammon n -renade with two fragmentation 
grenades per man was very satisfactory, 

6* Artillery , — All commanders were highly enthusiastic in their 
praise of the artillery support received. They also, without exception, 
would like to see more work done with a view to developing and perfecting 
the use of parachute field artillery* Even with the present small percentage 
of recovery of weapons, they feel that the support available to them from 
the weapons recovered more than justifies the loss incurred in the drop. 

7. En emy Rea cti.on . — The enemy appeared to engage with all moans at 
his disposal *11 airborne troops during their descent. It was most signif- 
icant, however, that the Germans remained holed up after the parachutists 
landed, and attempted little aggressive action for some long time. The gliders 
seemed to attract particular attention, and were very vulnerable immediately 
upon landing. 

8. Our Own Tro ops, — The conclusions drawn from the past operations 
appear after study of NEPTIINE to be sound. Every stick must assemble on its 
own eouipment promptly upon landing, regardless of the situation at hand 
and the amount of fire. From there the assembly must proceed as fast as 
circumstances permit. All enemy communications must be destroyed immediately. 
All roads must be mined. . Troops must stay off the roads. Use the roads to 
ambush the enemy. Hove across country. Move promptly with all eouipment, 
arms, and ammunition that it is possible to get without too great a delay * 

A unit will never assemble all of its men, so that every commander will be 
faced with a decision as to when to move with the strength at hand. Only 
he can make this decision on the spot. It is most important, however, that 
the hours of darkness be used for the seisure of key points and objectives. 
The enemy reaction becomes increasingly violent with daylight 0 

It is most important that, every officer participating in the exercise, 
regardless of grade, be briefed on the mission of the, Division as a whole, 
and understand in a general way the priority of importance of the Division^ 
objectives, and how the subordinate units of the Division are going to seize 
these objectives. It is clear from both the Sicilian Campaign and 'the NOKIA DY 
Campaign that this common understanding on the part of all participating 
officers is of the utmost importance, 

9* Pathfinder Aids, — In country as heavily held as NORMANDY, setting 
up and operating three lighted T ! s per regimental DZ is impossible. Qne coded 
light, or a. different type light, appears to be more satisfactory. 'The' size 
of the pathfinder defensive- group does not have" to be as large as ' that of -.. 
NJiPTUNE. A few automatic weapons and a bazooka can hold off most. ! any.. Ger^n 
force, that will ..operate at night.,- ' ' 

~~ s . •* 

W». .Airborne - SOP ^-The SHAEF Airborne SOP in general appeals, to* be \ 
satisfactory x It. must be closely adhered to, particularly in' regard to Che r . 
20-minute .warning., the 4~rc.nu.te warning, and the green light* It is of the 
utmost importance in a combat operation that the spead of the troop. .carry?* 
ing aircraft not bxs. excessive, * T ith the extremely heavy load ca.rrie'd;.^ 
most junipers, serious physical injury results, eouipment is lost,! and ; £req-», 
uently the parachute: rrialf unctions in jumping from a high-speed plane© . r . 

: . 11. feat her Conditions t; — It is interesting to note in Operation NEPTUNE 
that weather conditions wore almost ideal until shortly after crossing; the ... -- : 
West coast of the peninsula. There *> dense fog was encountered that. lasted " 
almost up* to the IfiSRDERET River, This caused considerable dispersion and 
error in the drop of the 50?th and 50£th Parachute' Infantry Regiments, with 
the error generally being that of dropping well beyond the DZ where the fog 
first cleared c Unfortunately, this put most of the equipment in the. MERDERET 
River or the swamps. or tributaries of that river. The 505th Parachute Infantry, 
jumping Erst of the ffERDERET River, landed with most of its msn jh the DZ area, 

.;<••■■ 
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and promptly undertook to accomplish its mission. The 507;th and 508th. 
Parachute Infantries, with eoual promptness, moved to accomplish what "was * 
considered the next most important mission, and that was the seizure of , . 
crossings over the IffiRDKRET River. Due to the wide dispersion of the^e-.' 
units, this took a bit more time than was anticipated. 

12» Training , — Our present training policies are sound. Night re- 
organization and assembly exercises must be held at least twice weekly. Full 
combat loads carried whenever possible. Prompt aggressive action by each 
individual is imperative immediately upon landing, regardless of enemy in- 
terference' and must be insisted upon in training. An individual or small unit 
that "holes up" and does noth'ihg is ultimately isolated and destroyed* An 
airborne unit has the initiative upon landing, it must retain it. This is 
the essence of successful reorganization and accomplishment of a mission. 

. • A number. of airborne commanders present recommended that, it be- suggested 
to Troop* Garrier unit commanders that they conduct unit proficiency tests 
similar to ; those conducted in this -Division.' Each unit to be given a mis- 
sion and be reouired to execute it under simulated combat conditions. Ex- 
act numerical ratings to be given based upon marshalling, briefing, order, 
flight, timing and accuracy of drop and these ratings then be made known to 
the entire command. The troops and unit commanders of this Division are. 
willing and 'anxious to assist in any way possible in. the conduct - of this 
type training V. . 

■ » 1 i 
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to p-tv-n.-r; on (torpa orksr to tfcs Lina of thfl DOO^B 

north «f its Junction vdth th* PRMKIES IIAS^l^L'ShJ * n 



N^w ^rdora and other adkoini^trdtive detail a noo&onaiy ttit ::ev 
Slcn wore VsrL-oJ oyt quickly md dics^ii-t^J "i-Vi, foir d^ya # 3** ch^igs lid 
not of^oetr tlio be ate pl*n for ajovo^^nt th;-Od SObetentt rilitfb h^d boer. ,, 3rVod 
out i?a felluifBi 

Foroo B A a - oocwttdod liy BripAlw 9*Ct$r*l J KISS [-1* ^WW* PMtat^nt 
. Division GpirtmJ'ir,, to T fj c^itt^d by ;n-a^hutc before of J5-D*y 

ani to Inotuio 

: Dot Kq £ Rq Oo^ 82d Uhi Dly ^ 

- -I - 

RES T R I C H D 




Fathfini&rG 9 

Dct &2A JAv llrty 2 

Dot 62d Abn St* (Jo j 
Dot ^56 Prcht PV S*. (atchd 505 Prcht inff) 

Mr ftioport Pjrty (*tchd Kq a 2d Aim Div) 

505 Pr*ht Inf 117 
507 Prcht Inf 117 

506 Prcht Inf lit 
Co B f 5^7 Abn &igr to p 

'Tftvftl Shore Fir a Control Pirt^ (atchdt 

505 Prcht Inf) 

TOTAL 570 

Forco "3 11 - Coffiflondtid by Major General HATTHHf 3- EIDGtflF,. 
Division CcsstoTsndcrr, to bo tottnflittod by glider ncfar* snd 
aftor dawn of D-Dv a-nd to includo*. 

Glidcro 

Eo & Bq <Jo 62 AtA Div (-) £2 

Kq & Ho 3try, S2d \bn Div trty (-) n 

82 d Aim 3tg Co (-) 11 

525 Oil Inf 17 o 

J26 {311 PA fti 54 

Stjye A r B & C, 30 Ibm AA Bn (AT) 37 

Co A, J07 Abn En^r Bn 10 

J07 Abn tfed Co (-) 20 

S2d Abn Pen Plat (~) ls 

Air Support Party ^ 

Co cm and vehicles - Prc^t Sagts ]? r 



FOrtc tr 3 n 



- Commyidod by "rLgadior General GB>j»ff P. HQHELL. Conmundine 

General of 2d Airborne In fan try Brtga^, to bo coL^ittoO by aca, to lard 
feotwoon D plug 2 and D plus 7 and to iotludc, 

90 Mm AA an (-) Ssp ^ 3nf Bt ^ h!p 

'J?* 1 Sh * r - Sn ^ Tr B, ^ Oiv E-pdn, atchd 

iFJ^JP^ 0 ^ « *tohd 

Seaborne alontmte of units in Ppfoob 

"A 1 and "B" *" 

TBrns) Paninsuln f»D tne west m d to d«w' between ™™ — ™, e ™ KJ " iW \ ro- 

.l ph t 




lho 505th Faraohuto Infantry Rogtuftit and *orto ■! '^Z^Ll*^ „1" T i 5 , 

wartt r»^» thai i/rr, rTa -« t . » , ' v RTia rwcB .» il-o Mijuartcr a wore to land 

wo at of tha HEBDEaFT Hiv^r about 1,000 yur da north gf PICAUVILtE (2c^)t 



Fifty-tuo jlldoro of Pbrca "3" voro to ai>rro*ch tha -KprRsnir^ , „ 



r 



n B n wift to approach the pcnin?tili froai the osat si ir ^a to l^nd l^te on r-J>iy 
*nd cirly OA D pluo one on lindinp eotiob ant^ido tho ST^» = LfcRU E-jII33 - BLQ3-* 
VILLE Ftefid (J£9'V!U In i lMt-ainuto ohimgoof plan Gcnaral 3 IDG IT. M . Y pirickutcd 
with F&roo "A*- 

Horial rooupply =J,^b1oi:h wcro aefcodnlod mt^^-vi sally for the morning of 
D pl-ja ono and on call thr-rc-f ttr if n*io£ed* Tho ftytoiflatie m&esion wis th& 
only p^r^chuta mission ultimata! 7 flora but a sai^ll mount of oquipraont =md □up** 
pit 03 WOrO rccoivod J. star iy fislldor* 

Ml &lrhorno olo^ciitc of fhfl Division had cloced and vtrc esilod in apodal 
C3nip3 it the ta'-so^ff ficldo fey houre b-:?orft tho scheduled t^ko-off timo. 
furichuto ol assent a wear q at SSvort fttrfi&ldc in tho {PHIiTlS 1J[ - CO 7T33:4>HB 

- LlEO-til aroa of tho British Kidlmido,. arid jrlidor olceonts wa*-o *t GCYtfT- <Sir- 
ficldn in the fcDBSMASTO^ - HtLSSUHI - --2P.Hy FIELD area- (Sea Anna* Ko*. > A) 

Ml -cn tfOrO brtftfed tho roughly on their BiSDi-alin, - rc^aci wna n*ide of 
5ll oquipeeat tt*d personnel, mi pltr.es and glider a for a with eqtiipsont. 

Iho Uliod 0-DT, r ifns postponed 24 hour* bad^uto of wo nth W conditions, md tho 

firct plan* a of To to* "V 1 took off at 052515 June' 1S44- 

Thfl ttsdn flight win pracodod by the threa rod-aontal pathfinder toaao which 

dropped ono-hllf hour ?rior to tho ftrflt groun* Tho pathfinder^ contained many 
e*9tiiltioa an J had difficulty in udn£ lights, but thay ^ocMLjliehod f^ir mia- 
oion and aat up beacon a to jzulde the in&oatin? pi no? to ths throo doBi^nstod 
drop Mn&s+ ' 

TV.o flight ovor tho Entrliah Efcinnol roe* in jsjood fsraati™ and without in- 
cident* but between tho weat co^at -md tho drop Soil c a a howy fop bmV ton,]<*d 
to broqfc up tho fore-si 5 ?n of the plw=a, and doido orjc^y rrij^it fi^h torn 

Activity csusod acno of tho troop e^irrLor plmca to tako up cvaalvo ^ttion p Mid 
by tho tiiao tho drop zonca Tioro roicfrcd T3^y pianos wro ^c^ttorod, and ^foro fly* 
in g »t BKoooeivo apaoda ?nd at altityd:^ higher than thooo ideal for jumping. 

Ihe J05th Parachuto Infantry JHorinKTit lmfiol gcncrhlly in tho vioinity of 
ita drop zona. ?a* 307th P^r^chuto I^f^ntry nc^o-td t □ncr filaso-it dropp- 
tng in tho vicinity of ^fTSDOUil.:-, author E, c .uth of 0AH3fT-ttT ar.JE tiio ramwdw 
-> stride tho ^REfiBET Fiver ciet of tho drop soiao. Tha 5ffiJth ^n-aohuto In^^ntry 
flcgiacnt wai li!:o^Jio sonttorod md^.ly f the bulk of its p^r^ohutiatis drc ?: >in s 
ciflt of th* Dron Hzn? and oo&e porfl^nr-d Iqndirj:? cls f-r away -a nine fcilOxaotara 
□outh of CHERB01i?T'» 

* 1110 5 £ £ Lldr>rD ttWitisininjt bittorioo tho ?Cth Airbomo jtoti^irar^ft 3vt- 
t^lion wd dotaol^ont* tod fwwrt ?--tico of irtllloiy-- aiaipl -ind Division 
S?n? q r " E««Pe fellc-rf-d th* Ml* ^o^r »f p%r ft troopers wd b* E an l^dirajr at 

* 1" 4 * ftS «ld fl*c. H:cy too wore mtterod, 

*md Many of thed ;rcro dv^d upon cr^hin^ ialo tho fJolrt* ^d hirh hed^o* 

TO wa * ■- j 

Ekna.gr reaction to tlio l^naing of thn S2d Aii-bome Diviaion tfl tho ;©!W'T3v 
aro^i prcKsot and □evero, but fret the tins the firtt soalMtr t^. 1 ^ 
diy* lfttflt, ita tha Divtaion Mu finally rolievcd, every cisaion ^ S0 K"- 
Lidded -ad no ground ff-alned wia over rcHTiou^ahod; 

\ day*by-diy iccovnt of tho m+fisian'n ?ttivitioa foliomt 

Tho firat olcECnt of the ^ body of tl;t 3Lii«fea jtimpod it 0151 hourd. 
h,v lne boon . wooded 50 n.ir.uV-d by thu F,^fin^r tr.^ 0 ; C 5 12 hoGre -U i^n- 

E Udor .ctd^L cr , eh |»d*d. ftp* p^chutieto iS «J Q ^^c™" 

Sfiull groups and oomo utoita 'Htt^teca to so^ro the DiviBion so^o. ^ D ii Pa 



of ecu mi tndivldmlB w!*o h-:d b^cn sc^tt^rorl in tha landing roj^inad their 

wits throughout the day, <a*d fcy nitibtfali ^proKia*tcly SO^oor cmt of the 

Division's forage tferc Wldof OOOtFo! ■ 

U 2100 hours I0O jjliiflra laiKJetf with irtillmy, csiEinflorQ, -,t.1 npeciil 
troops* Be^bsjnso elorsnts s^t null it 0^*5 fro- BRISTOL Gxcispt for t, t^ek force 
oocaUttng of Ccu^ny C p 7^5 th T-^k o alt si ion; tfco l9t Platoon, Troop E p 4th 
Cavalry Squ-dronj -aid elmwito o? C^p^ty F, 3d Satt^lion. (ori. stonily 2d Ba«a*- 
lien, tolut GUdor Infwlry), 325th Flldor Infinity » Thta t^sk forte Tars dad &n 
Utih Hoi Qoach at 1^ hwra utfid proocedati inland irith i^i-c ^legion of contacting 
the DiTieiTO near STi!* HERE TRJL-lSfi* 

\t the elose Ci 1 tlto Jiy, thn Divintsn uio in *K TuidBt of aovero fi£httn£. 
It h*d eaptured S?E* MERE ESLI3E and held n .rcnoril Ir.ne alon; tfco MERDEflET KivGr 
frots LA FIEEE (Jl?9^5) Dcith include tho (;-^uOni and of tha cviB^wiy over the 
JiRHDWBT Rivor at 52105c. 

tioldcuarterfl 1 Kof-dffuirtftrs 3oTp »7n 7 s P£d Airborne Division 

P*raohut& olosonta, p^rt of ftroa droppod at O^A boura nonr the "flit 

bank of the "ERDEFET SI voir K Tr.d eUdor tslcocwito, loading ooholon of ?erco *S n t 
I nn do d at OSpA hours, Tho ?i}rw h A rf Gf^an*! Post has *ot up ins.tiD.Ily at 5059^ 
uoat of tL-:j ::npDiRET Kivorp but it G750 tho preup wadod acpcusa tho Rivar to tho 
aaat bank and fLcsoablcd at LA FI^FE (Jlp^J)* h now Force 11 A* Qoncand Poet v*s 
ttatabliahad at a railroad crossing, at J26pti* 

The Division Compandor, wh-i jumped wLth the 505th Faraohutt Infuitry, cot^b- 
llah-c^ his Oir:-OTd T^st i hedgerow wo5t nf STE- WERE HTLT-SE 1st 5529^ ► Elr;- 
iDcr:tQ Hcnd^flrtcra OJid t^Gl>ofenct> Pi sta<3n covodl a^utb to O^Ctsrc the bridge 
west of 0;E? EU PONT O 3 !^) l*.r:rftit cnc^Lintci^crj ccv^ro Wft!^ fire* This proup 
rotuimtd tc tho Cc^mnd Poet ?fc 1700, but part of th-e Defonno Platoon covod to 
n^w ?o^co ".1" Coiwflnd Pont t nilro^d p^oa at 5^5^(30,. 

Tho Division Ho^it^r^ra initial glidfar 3orl*i f •■■hlc'h laiidod in the d&rSe 
at ^ppr-STd?jQtc 17 0 J H5 lifwu, ff^j ooittorrtd, tho 3^2 asnd G^-5 did not re*ch tho 
taimmd post i^ntil late JiftcnsoalK 17^. Chief Stffff W'iS. injurad in -s, gjid*r 
era oh ir.d Intor ov^ou?ted^ Hj* G-l di^ not i-ooch tho eootud peat frtr tw daya- 

5-iy>th P^r^ob^tc Ir.f?r.try_ 1f£* M jTOt 

The first cWjrrnt,. thr? ^d Ir.t til iwn p d^pp-od at Oijl heurn -rd thx: f.r:tiry 
rftglMQt landed b/ 0302 hogrc* IfQat of th* trsopj ljrdcd on or neir the rfrcp 
a?ne^ but 1 fow wnrc widely die^creoJ ^-vor tl^o wyntr^ti^o* AMcably r3pld f 
^fld the batt-illOTi mvorf ^>Cf t?w-r-i thoir ObjOfltivOB, Sfco Jd iJittnion cntsrod 
3TSp KEflE at C^C houre, -iad tha tow] ma ucc-jircly htld outpoated with- 

in in hour* Bio ^laoricM -es ri:Dc^ over 3T^. j-^R 1 ; Ea^ JE, v-n first Preneh 

tow to be liher^tod by tho Ulioa- After MMabUa^ tho 2d 3»ttalJicTi aturtod to 
ravt out to tftk^- "SUVILLff W PL'.BI, but ordors ^rcro roooivod frtn thfl rogi-nitt to 
Dtmd fcy* At C-5CO Twjr* the 2d Battalion ™ovoct into position north of :iERE 
ESLT3E rjaciotfld fio Jd Sftttfllion tn holding tho tonni. Tho 1b* Battalion 

tovard its objective, **□ bridge ovor tho HBSDBRET ?;ivcr ^t H Fl^Ht »Lt 

0630 houro ™d by 06^0 h*ld tho oaetorn end of t^ia ^rid^o agilnat hoaw ono-j 
firo fsrota tho w^totn appro^choa* 

^ ftrH * ^"s^tf 1st E-TttiitoiB, jx^PQi ^2 houra, ™d by 0512 hoqrs 

tho on.iro rcgiasHt wag on the f round gonor^llj- «hot of the MERDEAlST Si™- 

Wl ?L f 2i" rly fll0porHDd * 3,; " U ^^P 9 ^ M^tl^S to > r •. -j^II taoi forcoo until 
SS S^**™^^"' 1 MUia ,om=tlc flo-cpUtcl^ Ono ouch forca on the mat 
bMk of tho Hivor «tt«ko£ ^JEVIUpS but if^O forcod b.ek by ovorHldni z 

superiority to cnoqy Btr^th to ?L VJ X ( JOJP^) , .1 patrol mB B ont to tho 



RF5TRIC TSD 



HsarfliCTEiJ 

mi of LA ?tERE Bridge *M Dantwo* wao code with olocento of tho 505th 
ehutc Infantry " the ciat^rn end it l-^O hauro* TTho ontcy recaptured FL-VJ* 
m fl dreTO thia patrol f rot: the ifoatOffl nd Gf the LA FEERE Bridge* Anothw 
fore* of tho i- c pi r: rat Joined *ith ?sree "V HosdquartorQ md ot 11 ?D <tt tie feed 
to wcwro the GSEF DU FOWT Bridge (3219*0) , ntotinj oxtrorzfcly severe rOaiot-me*, 
iVia eiatem end of the bridge rr-i:. fin all/ b wired by nightfall* tewing ons 
wnpwy to hold thr: hr id to, "tic reminder of this oeoond forG& E»vcid to w »e- 
stably -.r^o 1715 hours in tha vicinity of tha Mil road ovorpiso -at jSjpeO. 
Still mothor group! led by the racicxatil cTt^iior, 1 ended on or row the 
ocliodula* drop zano but hid no cotiti&t with other el onto of tho Di vision dur- 
ing the dny, 

505th Parachute infantry Rnttiraait 

The Jd Battalion jwawKl it hour a -end the or. tire roglcant um on the 
groiaid by 0220 hours* ?Ottr so pa rata group 0 ware ao&oobled* OlW group w^e in 
th., viji-Uji of L\ FIBRE, fought alonp the rail'-ny and attstfeed the L \ FIEflE 
Brideo* Thic group was later relieved by the 1st Bitt-lion, 505th Firaehuto 
Inf mtry i(nA Wrcd. to m ^soenhly are* in tho vicinity of the r^iilroad ovor- 
paoe to organize n defonni'/o position, Tuo othor gpoupe Joined fbrooe 

wftftt of the ISBWJfiHET Hiver In the vicinity of F1G.KJYIILE nf tor tilting pirt in 
faowy fighting around r ;i ? f TEVILLE tJOO?W) north of FtCWYILLE* An of floor 

of thto group a>ot killed the com w ding s*noral of the 5era«t 91 at IH. vi- 
sion. The combined group then soliod the high graund uoet of the i!EFI)Efl,ET 
River aouth of GUETCEVrLLE at 5105^*0 during tho niglt of Juno 6-7 * * fourth 
group drop pod In the vicinity of STB. HEPB HU&E^ fought fll-fih the 507 ttl P-ir-L- 

chuio Inf nn try to tdte the CHE? DO RjK* Bridge (J2l?50) and 1-vtor or Raised 1 

dofonaive position severing thiB bridge, 
ft 3 5 th elisor Infantry PeizAmmt 

tocpauy Jd B*tt*li3n, supporting Germany C t 745th Tsr.!: B-ttr.licn, l an- 
ded en Utoh Red Boaoh at 1^00 f io-witcrpr-sof od vehicle a end nov*d inland ot 
1600 to auto conta&t with tht Division- Hesvy artillety, T.artir -«nd s^ll ^ma 
fire hold yp thia tifil: for^e *t erooswidfl 5^5955 i Tvo t-^nkfl t.tor* knocked out* 
The rrailndar of tho rcgiMnt prepnrod to tika off frou tir parte in Ehgl -xnd. 

8 2d Ajrb^mo DiviaLon Artillery 

P^rachuta alonftita juflped ftt 021 C hours, joined a group fro- the 506 th 
Pa ! richytB Inf entry *md assisted in the itt^C^ on the LA FIERI! Bridge* \t 1550 

houra thlo eleeont Joinod tho glider elenant *t tho DLvielon CP \t 5529^5* 
Glijjer olceonts Iwidod it 0500 bo^rs and covtc dirootly to tho Division CP* it 
2505 heura Hoadquirt^ra <mi HuidquwtcrB B-\ttory of Division Artillery* tho 
5lpth Glider Field Artillery Battilion mi the JSOth wilder ?lold Hr til lory 
Battalion glided into TOB*iK(DY encountorod sovorc oneqy a^U imfl «nd csor- 

tir flro* teorgwiaation coiracnood inncdiflitcly but WAS h'VLdi capped by i^tcnao 
enera/ firo. The- istotion of the 456 th Parachute Mold k? til lory B^ttnlion ^t- 
tiefeod to 505'th Parachute infantry jmpod ^rith the 3d Battel ion t but w~ n " l-- 
to fto^oinblo only one of the two F-ck ?iowitiorB ^hich had bo«i dropped, 

60th lirbomo Antiaircraft Battalion [ft?) 

Battorioa A «id B lindod by glider ^t 0^05 h9ur«< Six 5?tdn witiiwtnfc auns 

h^sd boon recovered md were in poaj-tion by 17-O hour a « Buttery C glided into 
tho aroa at ^100 feura and begin aoconbiy ir..' n;r r^.DJiintion- Tho roia^indor t>f 
tho Bi tt.7.1 ion aallod fron 

^07 th ^.irboiT-o a-jT-inedr ^attilijn 

Ooop-^jty 3 (loo 3 one pi nto-M. : *tt*» c=be<! to the 5 c 5th Psr-ichutc Infantry) 
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■ . > ■ , 

juvpod with tho 505 th Psriehuto Infantry n t QEiQ tours, 3o_o Eh^Lnefrr p*srwm£l 

toofe up defensive p^eiticna it LA FIBSK in Support of dtiG ncroup of *Jno ^O&th, 
wd other poroonacd joined tho 50&*h £rcup i*eBt.of tho. 'i!£=0ZH3tT Sfyv 3im 
w etiek n P which included the S^ttiliw . Cair;*vnder* w*<s dropioi rnc:* -f. -±!JtKJS LB 
VI00M1B, *snd only a few oeonpcd r Firt of HcidqUTrtors --^4 Cg-pony \ i-uiq l h y 
gli'icr -*t S^OC hourfl rt n' at-rtud tc -lejt^bVo U:;:!cr h<nvy enc^y nxtilldry "r.J 
c?-;nll arr:a fira* The roniindcr af the !vHvt«iiDn procured t& tl!':& off fr.t* ^iicw 
porta in ETGLJKS; 

EUtranta of the edcp-iny l^niod by piidir nbaut 2jOC irtd indcdi-.toly begw 
nssetibiy, rflUovorinp by viso of life rifts lu-:1 % . o^ni^ont rfron jlidosro thit bid 
landed In. ila?llOTf ir*tcr *:&lr tho bulka df £ha KEHDEaET Rlvor* A clOSring 
et^tien u^s eat up %t 1 aroGarond north of BIASVILLBi 

1 

flSd Urborne B&ry ^-I *:^^7 - . . 

.■IB _J 

P^r^ehuto wS j~lidw eleacKtB ?f &c conp&jrr vfriah l n jndcd £rlor to H-tour 
vdro *c^tt*T<?d ir.d 1 b a^-^bl od with difficulty* Much equipnent m.o I oat* Only 
■3no of tho throe" iCR 195 "JT'sSJ^b 1-ndcd ^rL^z D-D-siy wae opA»tivo, ind it ym 
not until the ni^ht of June 6-7 thut eidia content wnfl eat^bliahcd tfith tfcc 4th 
Infantry Di vision and tfith thu Division t^ce in H^SL-ICCD* -'- f 

D Pjil'S, 1, 7 JlCvK Ip H , V ■ 

1 

Tfte Division cDntinnod to ■Bcc«llt l r^orgnmio^, mA- accuro ttJ irc*i igiinat 
ostrcr.cly ocvorQ c^ovy rcai fitineo vhich included ?r^r» "traopc f identi- 

fied 1* the piat .lnf^Jitry KLvfiion, vero hold -l<m^ tho KB5JESST Hirer to the 
>it>*it njid rcro driTonl b-^ek to the mirth md p^rthwegf. Contr.et h^a Girtrtblishcd 
irfitb th& 4th Isfmijti? Divie^n darUc thti d^ t md th* VII a^rpo rfer^^^or vi^i- 

tod tho DiTi 2!, J i ^!Q. OoTOmd Pdet l^to La ^^y , ^ho J^th 3Lid£r I:ii'-ntry ir- 

rivoJ by glider during th* T_-orniiit, B ^dditicttol ^^c^nn&i i-ftieh hird l>oc« «<ai- 
torod In "Mjc &ri; : i-"l e^^Unyod to rcc-irt ".^c^ to their mitfl M 

* - ■ ■ 

I^rinr ths tftoraom .E^rtlfl.3 ririio CQflei^ca ei.-nc: 1 rt T r >C7 u wtro rcoGtvod 
thd Dlvi^i™ (tosanri Poitj wd it w\n finally d*ton-.incd tli^t th(Sy oripi- 
nitod i-ith tfe^i Hflgl-xirtql OCiCG^r.dcr -.rfio wis iwl^tod with c:roup sf 'iboat >0O 

Tien wp*t O .^i?fiE7ILLE* 

The firet plldoj- f:lc-cnti norm l^islirsg -*t OJOO bourO Hboirt 2j5CO y^rdp 
■touthflqjt of STB. £^L:5E, T^Orc iftr-rc n-ny oraoh iTftriir.ra, ^d e^-lticg 

to tilled -ppra^l-ntcly 7.5 per eent* iomAly rapid, ts^wev^r, A nd by 1015 
Dffure ill b»ttnli«i_s ?:ore- rtfertad- The 5d 3att^lig.n ::ovqi3 out toward 
it It! 5 hoajra Tid rolled LE TORT idthsut onn.n.jntcrlr.j op^oiiior* Tha 

rcc-dndoi: sf tho rogiTt^r-t prceee^od to noyo into an a6E«pbly iren Tiorthwwt *f 
of (EV DU HH T ?, At 16CO houjra tbo 2d Bfcttilion mbo. ordered to nove J r r to m ^a- 
e^cbly Ajrtft oaat of LA ?IKRS in tho vicinity- of ^962 and lit«r W^h itt-ch^ to 
the JC5th PnrQchute Infantry -it 2L0G ^ouraa lot ?.nd 3d aattiliona ™?r* ' 

order* J tc rovo into -ind to outpoat the re-i-^rt-t ?gw:'My ana. Coap-inv P. Jd 
S^ttllioc in au??ort or Qasp-jsy C, 7^h^-.;^ >.tt-ticn # tb Q 1st PlltOftfl/ 

Troop 3 t 4th C n .\Rlry Reaonn^iteiLnc4 ?qwitir. # isolated th« Sth ^ftntry in ita ■ 
*tt«lc ta^rdfl SUE* LIERE BfLISE «>ap the ^b* -t 0*g<) hiura wd m-dc coptnet wit* 
fi Lid flr :or,i9 eLOTDOhta of the 525th by QftO, %l J^ttfji -ro^inmtA itr. ? nrfh nt 

the cloae of tho d^y 9 vtppmxi wtely 65 -or so- .^rt» ■ 

tho ad and »d SittsI .ion * Qor>limod to xoid 3TB t ljERE EGLI5E ~gilnet 9*r*pr. 
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June 1944 

After Action Report, 115th Infantry 




AFTER ACTUM FOrt H2.TH CP JW] 1%* 



■ 

■ 

X. Landing Operations 6 Jut* U&L 

The 115th Inf ar.lry landed «t 1025 hout» f with the 1st . 
2nd Brit.tr lions abreast cn FOX Gfo&Zi teach, about 1000 yard* cast of tlv* 



t^J*!^* bcrel1 0n wMfth U *"* J ntf ™«» land, the 2nd Battalion on 
tne right crusH-Bd the beach und started up the cliff, ranking aim progress 

tiu* to lajica. Th* process of th* 1st Battalion on the loft was f eater. It 
pushed inland to the acmth of at, LAUKKRr, r*ecMnj, there about uric* This 
battalion w subjsctod to heavy fi M fro 1 mlpars end sorter fire through- 
out the nirjit. It, Col* llchnrd C, KUifct bec^e fat all- wounded by -»rtar 
flM. The 2nd Battalion attended to captive ST. UNREST, bat nee hiccosb- 

VT* . tlWn t0 th * aouth of th * ta ^¥» into the ^o :<Ja p * L vit on*~half 

Bile to the west* Jtegi or±al Headquarters landed with the leading battel] >>m 
end renalned on the beach under artillery fire unt ji ifiOO hours, it 1'30 
hours, the heedqaartera noved th« CP Inland to a troll east of ST* UtT53fT # 

2. Advance inland f»a Beach to Inun^ted Ar*a. 

. , . . „ _ y*^y_ th * a*** t fi-7 June this 3rd Battalion *oved to the 
outskirts of ST. UTJHE*. At daybreak they atendced the ^o* and by nld- 
■Dtrunii tie: recunsd it. They than pusheu inward fcOOTXffi&t The and Battalfcn 

J5^ W ° Cd ! \ U **»«** the day. The lat Battalia to the 

woods about 1200 yards to the wort of ST, Ut!P. If: . Dtir'nc the w'mr the CP 
55! ^ **• **r« anij*r fire, ft the oftern^ it * * a 

io rurt.ier ion.; ru p to the rear of the 2nd latt.aion. The 3r- ! Battalion 
held up in irait of L0UYJBRS3. In the later afternoon, althoush th* 

SrSn^^' W3#e2j ^ «as continued, in the direction 

of VWavmux. The 2nd Battalion wks the only battalion that succeeded in 



noviag foprard. The attack continued until 030J joueb. The 2nd Battalion i 
In the B . ™ ^ ley northrtflBt of BWTIWI and th* attacks imbed there 
cJayugSit, The attack i^e then rested, with tue let end aid Batt Allans 
fitrj rally abreast, L0:«??EV 1 !• re? captured at 0900 hours by tltw 2nd Battalion 
Jhlon aasuaed a defensive position mot of the torn. The lat Battalion owed 
forward mrf, assuned the defensive to - he taut of th* tonn beeauaa TfiBriE&tiS 



had not been captured. Bar]y in the morninfl, the 3« Battalion had begun 
neronr to a dnf rnstre poel Ion mst of FOBCGlft to rvotect the left flpnJ? of 
Bta Dlv±3i<3n - t*'w f they were roved to a defensive position *«t of DtAUl- 
™* "T^B «wf * at 1SO0 hnirs. The »e^*nttl CP, Which hed follor Tn l 
the *xri Bri.tnlion, was eotablished in U)S> CtJLV HJJS . 

1* Phase #2 

1* Croasing Inundated Area. 

th. o™i » #• |i • arll « tho ^ the 3rd Bettallon. followad by 

tne 4*1 BiiLtEili- na aored to th* Vicinity of CA5ICHT, Sod started eeross ths 

^idated ar^. fee sronsdinr oo^let^d with th. asalat^ce of too 
mineevs. The 2nd Battalion bJT«i to tho rieinity K>±:' v de OAli^Tli, the 



ScInJty^^S;^!^^ 1 ^ * «* ^ sTtUlion to th 





tiJXllJJUliJi 

1* % i- (WfltliAMl) 

At no&n 1 «ad 3rd imt ta liuns wars ordered to owrtinui tralr 

Hnut to tua aeuti^ xl» 3rd jtatt^JU^R povna a^ainat littla en^r r^ln«£C| 
owa t far flnipcf^* J* tho *rJLj tftwi^ tii* ind Mattaliuji aonuujittia<ud 
etubboxn reaitfUuua tt fMl±L£+ i*te la tbo aft^raauijj tfdfi r^riUU/ue w ot r 



ck_r% nftan Ut battalia ajL*itj*d a ttL±qnfljL*tj ^iti^o About a ilif »«HMvOt 
i*i fvi^La- i^ura-^ tii« nl^jdt June* tm tta* fcttolluft a«a attc^riuu ty tw ^onjano 
aad apuf rtti cr&bJLe j^j, tiif , aad iu dau^ij^ai^wi* Hww^^ut ta* i*wr±>u. 

dun*, t* lit jtttuum. retained in a d^wilvi poaiti n at ddJi^fi^Vii^* vharti 
it au£..4ixvd: aiusiit o^y+umm atu.c, ijpati tbe ftymflrie ffra^ the Ttolait^ of 
Tit^ll^bh?* As ttw ttt&etr tw battciltBiLj Mad *kjw**l allw ocriUl of ti.a tiemjaa at 
BL,ifii* JJh t iat b^ttiJLiOQ fcmt, tu.- Hifi^i n of protaotin^ %u# luit r^.r of tte 

End «pttAl±uii 

j .jaayr and jjifjairt^ wMob hm,. tw^ri csy-jja^od i»M out 4lX to .-ui- naf ud 



&t t^kptiag to retreat to it* qui liuo:* 3-tj*b3ad on tt* t^+r ou End itot^JLior! 



tu tte our rij^o of but; ^ifcit©* upfflsLng, iLre with tiialr UjT*j uiitw: 



_ 



HI Oil 



^ g 3 a hmw avftJMd aotl.ii oM:jft-cd in tiw dork mtb sortji Jam 
botl- alcH« ^0 or^v ttm*a ngn fcaaoked outj pliut a i^jazi ri<*id piooo. flu 
2*1 fcttailvii wae i*ft In a dLn:4U *tt [tf.gur^i jilted atate and o utrol aba mt 
|fe«alQ4d until aftaflr A^Ji t. jaatUliwi Q*<** M Lt. hd-Lu^ ^ MTilold 

Amid rttartj b*i±ftv«i to bam hmm. ^ ^ ut ^[a^ocs^lix.i^ Qjju . ^um 



plWBwta ana* rr_.-iD..Vtxi a^il tdu rcikL^r of battnli^i: i.arv rgt-r . ni^sl U2kld L 
of Lt. OpJu Arttar Hm abap 0* 



1* £LLo lawr gro^in^ 



tha Sli* Mirr. ixiriut tti dn^ t 12 ju ^ 44^ t t o ^t™_LU ooiOd vt * 
tfa« jItliT boaauaa «f ^ firt £ra,i |ka b:^ In tha afttfnK^ tuj 
ru^inQ;-* «u mivjyed tokt it aiJiUd tou ru. 5 ^iruci to nt-L^^ ^itrpy^ tt*a riv.x tr« 



At 0£ii5 Junmt vr^sjra anr» puoaivod fas- an afctaflk at 

b-tfv 12 June U|« Xiic -st -aid 3rd tiatt«-J4aiifl attaokad th« rivm* Uik. obruut 
and thi let is&t .iiiic.-j y.t,:* rigiit* Durirv .<? prL,pfij;iAi^r T . iir^i> artii^r.. 
iii-cii Into t o tnx>^H fdnU^ tha Una oi' da grtur^ oauai^^ aavwal &aa^a,lti44 # 
SUA d&lojad tka attd^ At UtiUj ^ur^jtlM attaok jinf^od uiiV Hm lat tett^Lion 
(sucooa^f^l In oroa^ii^ awl wamd aoutb to tu« vicjUatiy of ll^ *li <-m^., 
it wan amaiiibdoci Iqt the Ueruauo* ft^y fbu^lft In poaitl- 11 unt J- vero 
olyaat «j.t af sm«iti.iij at *hioL fcLne aXai^at^ Jfoi^it Viair o*±t fcfl rttwRwfci 
to a paaitl 1 n north af tea riTur t airing uitvww the railai of tiia 3rd 
iiiti^y. a «aa at ^ ^tad V »ni « detaolociant of tunica aar^^ t;:a Htu it 
■i-o ia^UJIiW l*aV fc .^U-"i# VkdUa a j^ tcHco froo 00^ *tqr 0 nd a dcjtc£JuL«ut «f j^iu rfl 
fl» £taa r .»i^r a* Ju iirt jafx^ii^. re wa^ iwmi tik» ninoltoj-dB fraa tto 

brl4^j *«• ^tt^K was »o J 4Liiicd tv yar^vn of- tune ao toi aoutii oi 1 tid rlv^v 
iatu in tbo aftoiwi-n, a: tor a artLLJL.iy pripiirati.jn^ trsc j-Mt juttem^. 



ite attaok t wiiioh v-m ot^ij; rupuiaed* fta lltith jnfeiiiuy, at ctirk. 
Arced a wujIl^* 

2» Adrt-tioe l^tn «1 0 nlror t- defeiiuiw pwitloj'w 



* L£tx y a Mie lat JetUilicA m^tined la a dafmaivD i^aitiL.n uad t<w ina 
tuliim -sjVvA. to tiia ^tai'^iLiiv Uno iiurti^ u;' tt,¥tr prusTi:;.^^. i^id by 3rd 

***** SNJrt^^AlAtiBi^n'B* ^^ilt 




HDHET end iMt of at* CULIR* It elwtnd out thla raalat&nce mxl rmlnvd 
then In a p&ilt lori(d«fmetv«) orei-nlght. The 3*d littallon rtfrtid to 
AegLnentel eon *t>l wnd rmlncd In tneltln* Dujirv nipt* the l*t fettplion 
jewed north through pT* CLAIH toward Les JUUld s arcalnat elicit vtaiatance 
und o#cuF±<jd e P»i Ion 300 yerde wt Of l£9 FWUSS* It ^ninad httre In 
peaitl n im 11 next oolite* The Ketl <mtal CP follofrcd behind the Imt 
■ifetaUiu t# * posliim ?C0 ror headt of LES «hf-r« It cl£*<"d 

in et IflOWn* fba M*t BMikiag the 2nd HsttaUon «u ml Kuthwt to 
Ou.Va. and attjbdiad to the U6th Lift nxiy» Tha wet iftarmon the I* 
and 2nd Bettelione jktto4 vutlnuit tar&rdi CQWAi;..& aid, |h*i ws#t t* 
■013 d* Tfa« RegLaeotal CP fallowed t* K» Je ESTiEL # The 1st 

l*t Uliofi USD admitted ewth of m^d* during the afternoon, And «oaint«d 
bwvy resistance* lb* 3«i Bettelian wea ileo tanltted to left of Let 
Battel lem and U <ti not pdvzuiec aged, rat heavy i^eietanc*!* Tb* let end 3id 
SdU&llon* r«iln«d here ortntl/t-t In defers It* p«£ i p4. The ?Trf Battalion 
llj*th IftT^iTT iu detached frm tha IXLtb Xrtfsntjy, and under RariKrntal 
control, nil at ad th* 2nd tattiUm, 116th Infantry m tha mrnln ■ of If Juna 
44, taking over position* forth of JL* ICtSUBIBtlv* Early thA jwtiIi^ the 
5*4 fiattaHcr., : oved to defensive melLlon Id vtolnltr of SB IHTP , vh# 
l*t Battalion pet up defer* i v * it lone at 1QI5 da JREm,. The R«^nntal 
CP, arlpLnally at BOM it BQX, o iw of 2»t fctt alien, aM then 

to 057 

1* Active Mm« ivrth of ftf, L0> # 

fm the 20th to 30th of June the 115th Inf j-ntjy ir«t in 
active define** there ^ac effes^trd ■ coneaUd&tion of &ur forcoa durlt« 
wi Jj^r: tine roi litem eits e^c* to the 115 th Infsntrj* Ttave wa§ act: m 
ivi^tit jvdtrollij , ^ f and crneidcrflkle IsfOnetl n of v&lue vme obtcdro 1 ttn- 
c^miw etrength and dtepoolticm of mms& forc« north of ST* L0^ 

2* 3rd Aiured attack Uipqu^i mt ptml lone* 

Inf^itrj ud taife tlAcnte of Strd Amnd Dirlalon 
attacked throt^i our poeltlaif &t 09 c # 39 June U ta adLie high ground 
nawinE wst wd met ifroufc 400 yards sou h <tf LA F0K3i # littollarie «- 
be »n™ In po^i ion end trere eia^jeotad to t*P nf* artillery and rwt«r flye* 
'Hi* foil wing day th* let and 3id latta01o« of tl» 115th Jnfrntiy 
Into jpoelt isma of the 36th Ihfentry of tl* 3rd Ainoptd DlTlalon f **** with- 
urt* thrtsm^i our lines* 



■ ■■ 



- 




II Ftiroee t .ruieae* 
A f Phase A 

r 

ibf Rwinftit etarted to eng&fp the on^y Ijmtf-Atd^ **iai 
the iHKh Um **fe and ±d mlfloi mite of the ?2&fcfc Infinity Recent 
of the 716th Infantry Dtidaisn and fccra of the HT Wone* BatteHon 
fifjit -n.| u inf**ar* lleo. H*«m *T the #7 Owpeflff 915 th Infrtitry R*£i- 
jwi jf thi- 3i2iri Infantrr DiTielcn nM the 3i*cr tatt.alX* (Iwslan end It&lim) 



jf ih«i 3 Wirt Xnftostjy 
at Ui^ied to the 352nd Infantry were identified* 

nom tavh defenses to the IrauGd^tnd Area the erratf eelim 
«i«Led i»lniy of aaxLl 'jeOAjriifl £p«f* ant entpere the lTlfcth tetilT^ify 



ltottr.UL*L t #17 Pioneer fieki elicit » 12 Battevy /?TF Rat fce lion, 3r2ni IWfcrtiiy 



inundated are* wna etrm^Ly oppose fcy G*m.u. de- 
f rae at i^liii Bd, Rt tXJlAjHRLtfi ^ end at wots *» CJfcFT *t aonUi of cp-u*«- 
way fcy wLte of 914th, 915th and 916th GrtAedler Reginmcn* 3n^pcre and aoall 
delio'lm urtfta were identified! *e Schoell* Irlgede 130* 

2rwl Battalion iu attacked at Le CAKRETlHJR by unite of the 

Divifli^n Art ill ^17* 

Ifae en**** to, erd the ensealr.^ of he Die River woa opposed 
wi te of thnw (5) fcattelione of the SchneUe Bri&ede *33> vdte of the 
3*52ftd £*«™dier Mvisinn end an vm'm^m g? run unit* DoeiLKnts incHceted 
that pert a of tha 5th Fmntnop Regkmit vere In the a* defender poelticrte* 

Pb&ae A 

Tha f ollowlnf unite ww« Identified f m he die Stacr to 
JUly let 1 44* 

914 Or. Regta* <?15 Or* fcfta end 916 Gr, Ho^te of tto 3: 2nd 
Inf cutty WLvieion* 

II to %3 Gr Rest J53 Inf Mt fc 
tog 5 53 353 Inf Cttr 
9th fact of 3rd FhratitnAe Di* 
513, 517, 5L0 *» of SohMllc feigucle #30 
J53 Pu Eft 

of Casualties 



icizh t of ■rtBcn^rEi of Wrt evacuated to July let 
VOietei Hm. ~ 191 

Office - a 

Tot-il imfc* of efiat^ dead burled to July let 
Ap roxLoetelf- 



It la eeauned that at least en «qual flu-.'MP«n emcwtet 
bgr the encny due to felcti^dy elo^neaa of acvancc un il the a ddle of <!uly 
the e¥¥ouBtloD of anv^ voundod aid dtrad *y tha enny w esffldllqEA* 



Inpor ,-^t Cacturce - Hone 

fba hij^eat renktiitf captive t&ken ¥y thle wit w»» the rui^: 

of Cftpt&iH* 



T 1'b far Jung l&iA 



KU DOV 



Offtoew 2S> 



Xnfiflfci 



Mil IU 111 LU lOl TOTAL DTI TiffAL 



at 0 



3 



A ffi 3 ^ lm 3JK2 si 



Z5Q 3 L52 3a 103 1310 ja mft 



KIA DU, 



Gffi^W 1 



Itei 

totals 



0 



0 



Utt 514 UU LlA JOft i OTA L tOt TOTAL 



O 0 



11 



0 



0 



■ 7 



0 



29 



HA DQ 
Officer* 33 3 



Mm 



as as 



Total* 296 £0 



DOI 

o 



2t 



2bl 



i« - All 




0 



UA LIA «A TOTAL &TT TOTAL 



7? 




367 5 463 ja 107 1233 39 1177 



Pl*lri Gjfl* Off ijera 
U*tt, ILLdi ^ C-j Lt. Col,, Cm*. 1 an*ing 1ft **, 019277, SHA, 6 Are 



r'u-ilcU, HUitH B», Lfc, Oel. ( CfMptUng 2nd In, 0255133 „ KIA 10 Amo 19*4 



C C N F 2 D lTt lit 




Silver star itodtlB - 3 
Purple hurt UdUla - 61 
2* 3p«tti*l KMrntiou of out stand i rv inoidcnte in each tjrp«, 

flwt Uffitunt HoftCT E* latam, Qb£6065 P Medioal 
Co its, Unit** 6! Qt M Artqr, for eallan ry in action In Xmn^t t-mnc*. 
Uurir* tin «ntlra period, £ Am* 1%^ to 15 *»a First Lle^™rt 

fatsos ttrttlrirjj efforts viUi hi* imlt JLn bradirf,* cmtaot with tha 
erwnr «*1c -tfo c:.:tE m^i'rc Jud;- tr- ua u aclJUr eiig a Itffr^-, ™ "s- r - 
largoly Vscamie of hie exmllarrt. *tu«*Yloi m sad inar rue -lent to attars 
in tsetteaL sltb.ati^iui whlls nder sw^r ttw that ha couLd lsan Our o^n 
f«rM thr*e tie q to Kndw mdkl aid t* ammted Franota civilians* Oil 
on* oKaslan alfht Ctfrruuia surroundai the houos in wTdett Fir&t li exi, mant 



Wsfcaon Tra* Attending, a w&UHdai fmih «bUd« hcrfuaa of hSjs eooinc » and 
dlffu-y of bearing* tha mmy withdraw stii p»mlUed him to aoaplate hla 
noi+: and it? urn to oqr Un«. Mb mura?*-, , :«i ability rsflcct 

grant crrx-it \T4»ei hiaaalf and the fclll ajy S<rvl£a* Uvtl llil uy Amvijc 

Swwd Ueutamrt. irthw C. Ctaa#fifik, #r M 01300274, 
Infantry, Mai- od S^Ui Antf, ffflLlantiy In action in Ka^j-aiy, France* 
On 12 *frma l%t f Saooid lActitciiiirrti GhsdwieJi: >a platoon was cAtaelting t 
atrcoi^r fortififtd «du^ fwai ion. The retlatww* *m such that it feaoGna 
ucM^a^ to iflthdjwr* During this aotion, RaCmd U*TJtenarit Rlwtwitrt* iras 
wid refusing to ba «act^tfd ha partlslfatad In u»t hsr attack on 
tha pu atr^jTOintp Although Mi held up \p zvehlna gmt flra* 



After r*£ *lTi4£ orders to wl hir^w p ha riMlnad wit il all tha wwirted 
c^nrLad to a^fatf* tlmmn^ upon raaj^n i llation ha It^nrnad that ona qaJiialtjr 
was mt ac&Aifttad for, an4 without haaltution i ha ratumad to tba «ccpoaai 
arw and ft vaaaat wt tha riilnliiji miu 3aa«ml LivJt^iv o .iiwick'B ttie ^IflA 
DJtlnr.a ahw a 4«ap regard f°r Ills ;^n # ami nflact grrat orfwii'* Ti'tm Mna^.f 
an! tha slllt^y wrioii *nt«r d Military Sawic* fism law HwpaMrc, 



Private First Claw ftawrt M K4ort t JSQM0^^ i InfRritir^ 
(hlt«d St&taa, for plldilry in (Miti-^n in Nom&ndTj Frfince* On 10 June l?4fr| 



Ptinata first GLaaa IteorG aaa a tian,4n tack everting awval Awricoi priaoi 
to tha vwmy linna. Boldly eurLfSpoot ins tta*tarik f wiLh comtiAff dlsra.Tii^ 
far hla on aafat^i, ha dlnated tha jriaonera to jlsrw« # and find in aatltnk 
at tha taifti Hi* rctumad tha firs, as ccr.psllad to ultfa- 
;*Lan frlmcly airport iwlwi. the cj«jr#irs ^tapl^ad Vr Pri-Tota Fir at 
Moor a, in tbe (fees at uvcrwhilrLiAe 0*19, reflacto grert credit u r m 
hlaaalf ani tha Military Sandoa, Bntorad Hlltttiy Sanlos I rem May land* 



I 




Colonel imm* M, Slaproy, 05136 rdln«l m T^lmiinl CO*, 
1540 hpiire, 13 June 194A and r eplacad ey Colonel Cochin 
(fcssJs** Jfe»j QL&2O0 

Cajfcain George InlWj 0**06384, r*li«r- d ea ftaplr.Btjtel 3-3, 
1600 hmroj 1A June 1944 end rvfilaoad % Captain Albert G, 
aarfield, 0409905 

Lt, Col* Richard C. Blattj, 019277 - MA oa 6 Jvre 19W. *a*or 
Jmase 3* Morri« , 0309173 took over coajmnd until 0CO0 hours , 
14 Juu« 19U+ at vHiah tine ha wee relieved and r*j:lB.eert ay 
Major Clover 3* Johns Jr* p QJOTIS?, a* CJO, 1st Battalion 
115tn Infantry. 

U, Col* WUliaaK, Warflolt:, QeSOL^, C.0 # 2nd Batteliert, 115th 
frfantrr* H4 , 0300 hours, 10 Jur-c* 1944 and wan retread by 
td. Col. .Arthur T« Shoppo, 0? 56HO who ma rdLiavod by lif.Jar 
Hairier 0, Cllft, 0354335 fit 1400 hours, 23 June 194J-.. 

Mejar Tictor J>. Gills apie, 0243&H?, C.0 # 3rd Battalion, 115th 
Infantry relieved 1630 hours , 9 ilvw 1944 l*;-' Captain Qrst 1* 
Nwldas, 0407499 who ma relieved (uxo tils -uest) at. 

0090 hours, 17 June 1<&A. ay Major Char la a A» Custer, 0?77290 
who ralievai at 150C Sioura, 23 June 1944 ay Lt« Col* Arthur 
f. «h«pl«j 0256110. 



dlRU ¥. aDKXB 
Colonel, Infantry 
Coinandiiff 

ftWUiarreiE, jkfantht divisi m, a.f.o, 29, 0. a, aim, # July 

K ? The Adjuts* Geiwral, »«■ Do :nrtl en* p iashln^M , 2 5 , D*C, 
t Cenaandlnft Osnersl, HI Cons, A. P.O. 270, U. 3, Are? 

fcati^ir**-.S STJ 1 " 00 ;^ Reed.wUra, first H^ad 

states Ar T- r * file 31 „1, sufcjsetr "Aetl n Aflsindb Imav R»rv*r+* «*+_y 

ifU» Act ion l^orta, *ted 13 July tffi.i£ZXiSS£Z" t U« 

Corps, av=e suojsdt end file, dated If July 1%* J *** 

For the Cen ending Oentfol; 

WBtJiT Hi AHCHfc?., JR., 
It Col«, A.G,D 
Adjutant Gwural 

-7- 



■ 



July 21, 1944 

After Action Report, Headquarters, 22nd Infantry 



4Kj 4j V. £« JJUT 




£1 JUly 1S44 



SWKtTi i*tian AtAlui- rnmy, NP*rti irtar/^rttr fcotloa Popart 



Tfl • Tha id jut ant ^ml ( aahin(ton f 0. C. 

mm i channai* 

CM f Jus* 1944 ttat Allt*d tftp^itlanory landed *n tba coa»t of 

ha 2tod Ir-fan ry. 4tb Infontry Bltiiion* landoi an tftah Maah atoning a* J P^» 
7* ■inut«t- ^ha "Mra battalion, find nfonLry, initially nttaoftad W tha 



Inftctr*. landad in an* 11 «mft with *h* nlaalon o* «ro*Biat 'ha banoh »****il. 
tuniAl to th* a* r th*->at, and radveln C tta fortlfiad politico ■ *lOf£ -.h* 
*h, Kond Battalion land** la LCl** t troa**4 tha beach and lnidMlatod 

irB( wlw the kIiiIqo of t-tKklN' *o the northwcat, r*ducU£ th* itran* point* 
*t Criabanq and **a*iUa, tna laaurlftx ^W 1 «f*»Pd wa*t add awthwaat 



of ^juln*Till*« V* landinr **» o*d# appro*} atalj UOO yord* **»» tl « *f tll « r^o- 

po«4i baaah* By Birttr*il, th* ■**i»** t o*s abort *f th* initial object It*, but 

£*J r«*«K*d th* ganaral lid* 5:tah Boaflh-^ouoarailla*. 



On the *«nir E * Juno, rtfev Sc fi l»attt floating th* mttaok. 7h# ffcird -<att*L- 
iOB wn tlfl«« th* attack o lb* ha**}! itron& polttai ►,>-.• iocond i*tt«)l«i rorod 
fefnard end lotaoad no attack on *h» atr*n& point nartha**t af A««viU*i thi firot 
Mttalion s**ad through PnnerUli, St i ir««J:f f and attneiflod tn* ctrofl£ pa*** 
C«a.r brlt^* In *&* afternoon rha r*ir*t H>J 5«eond f Taltailor.a r*0*iT*d 

«oont*r*ttackt in bob* foro* and **r« drlTon lawk o>e«t 600 jaj-di* Burin* tbn 
night the fir at a*tti Hon reo*lw*d asp tear ee*i t ernt teak at about 0040 and r** 
pulaad thii notion witkmj* anlvllU«i 



m » Juno th* Firlt and Sflflond tJO^-aliona atUofcad 'ha ltm| poinl ■ at 
Manilla and ^rlataoq but wa d!iueoa**r>jl# Tn* Tblrd Battalion eootla&ad it* 
aia»lon of T-o, tclug tha hanah itrmr valuta ia»tii Uto In th* tftaraH at 

which tin* tbay rarartad in plotW to th* K«| Ipantal r*«*nr* with ?Ji* ->i*ti«i if 

blmak hiz an «ap*et*d eno^ attampt t* hroak through tha Firot Jattatlon to th* 
k caak far** oaanndad by frU« c*n« fionty A* i--Tbor wa* L^r^ad k J*». 

-ha d*0lal«n *** aad* to 00 A talc tha Odany *t ;ri*«a«q artth *C" Company* 22nd 

Infantry and ono ivw of tn* CPrth fal* a*tt*lien| tti* raaaiodtr of th* 
fawinan? ana t* *tt**k in oolunn of 9attali«»a ia ord*r ?hlrd f S*cmd, ?^r*tj 
aftar tba iiird hnttalion had a*i«*d th* tean *f A**rlll* *:;d th* I'-roeg, ^oiat 
to tin nortbaact of Atorilla* Tb* attack Jun »1 off at appruiavataly l»o0 and 
Ml rot with Otro&C *oar,y dafottolv* firaa* 

Oa 10 Jun*,, th* Third . at t alloc vovad io*ard tha itroAC point at OiatIU* 
with tha Saoand c?*t tall on a#ntaiaJm( tha *n*V at Chan da fan^«»>* ?h* Fir at 
-•ttalln att**k*d th* tow* of 7*utaa*y ur ; *r o r*li*r* th* ?r**au» on tha 



■ hiid hatt.llonj *hioh m raoalYlne flank inft fir* fro* that point* 



DiriDBS 




(iotion *fc*ln*t Boporto Aft*r/M t r .ctiaa Tf.port. *Q. Mnd Inf, *1 July 4* 

*4) 



fte litH of Juno found tbo rhird d*tt»Uon pr*^»rln« to a waul t tho Oao- 
rillo »tron fi poias. with tmsiewl Jjottollom otlll ooctalnint tho onony at Ohnu 
d* Fontonoy- Tk* firot Battalion oontinuod til* ntuok on ront^oj S"r Vor+ 



<fe tho foliowiuc day th* Third 9* -tnlion ndutt* tho Qtorlllo otron 6 point 
and by nijj/Afill had alnort ooinpiotod A* ^epplci op opomtiou 

On IS Juno, '-ho Third dattnlio* oolcod tho bom of Ooowillo mi tnord 
ho MRh *T»oanJ «oot of ftilarrUlo- lb* Booond Lottolion nod* * wido flmklive 
nOTonont rhi-oufcii th* litti infantry to i** d H> *w*t nltoe *«■ rids* tflonrd 

4;uAb**111o, tod Hi »tlM roolotonto ibo aotiro d*y» h«? ir§t Battalion ftovtd 
fron iti portion n*»r iwntnnny sur tfor -a » po*Ul<» to th* loft of thn ni^d 
Battalion td proportion for a eoordinaiod loginontal at tank w rollonlnf 

las* ' 1 - ' U -W f ' . 



■ 04 



bo po&lnont attaokod with All chro* battaliomo on tbo wominr, of 14 Juno* 
ooiiod th* hi h ,:rouad woo* of ftuinoTlllo, and orfaniiod ^ ( position for dofon 
During .ho porlod 16- IT Juno tho ESfid infantry roore*nit*d loid r *- muitfpni^* ta- 
out ft-Jur »o»y in tor for too* *hao iparndio art 11 lory fir*. :tm fir it asd^ocaan 
BavtalionE ronalr-od in tho front llnoa ud tbo Third BOtUlion fovo* to tbo roar 
with Ctxpuy "t" h*id in DlTi*i« nobll* rooorvo* Uoto IT Jtno ( tho Third **t- 

talicn i'ovad to OB iwmblyim oonthooot cf *untabOur§ or. a bo«uj propojOtlor » 
for *n at taGk Oil t hot tcnm * 

Ob tbo folloirtnc sorincf "Jhird *ttolifln «■ ort*bli*it*d in lto ooaonb- 
ly nr*aj tho "in* En t to 11 on wi ottoahod to tho l!th Inftotryt ood no aeond 

Bottalion in nobil« ro**rr»- 

On I* Ji*>», tbo Third Bkttmllon ottookod ud oolxod mmtobourt ood iOO 
Rogiatot otoot"blod northooot of thot to*l propomtory to on mttoob to ooi»# 
tho higb fj O ini d in tbo i lainity Of L* Tx.oiJ* 

Vhrottt'hout 20 Juno tho R«glt ont novod mpidly with littlo or no rooUtonoo 
oororinc *o«» oight Pdloo and iOOuriu* tho bltfi ground noor Lo Th*il* Tho onony 
had withdraw to tbo rmporwd dafonaoa in ond around Chorbourc* 
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MOOt|i ftlthtm-jja rodl*tiwc« w** nmh hHrltn The mmy becmn infUtntiB- U#- 
hipQ tr.o ft-aiat' litifli, mfcing It n«*ttirjr t« lupply tfa« umlt b*tt^i«i* If 
twH con tot ♦ 

l the ftttagk Voni f#j 

th« r»»r »f tht Thirt D»tt*i.liea 4> «lm out poakrtft of rHlittne.t n» Fir*t 
mi Third R»t Clival wi« psor* ftrtp-mii tcwpd th» itrani polait « thi 
eround north of L# tb' 1* 

On S* Ami thm Fir it *n4 Third B*tt*li«i popped up tb« Itogltajntia obj#ot-p 
Lt*« h* dtottad MHbliWt *tiitt*d by Cwpay *C* f 4tto BLflflHri! Mpp*d up 

ui mtandftttvd Tillaj-fl north of Cau^hotl* 



(Afltlcn A£*ln*t *n*py, Pepwrti iftor/JLft*r JLotloia P«p»rtj Kq 2rxid Inf, El July 

"h* fo lining day th* uoaond BttttUan vu fcttojthod to th* UtH Inf antral 
th* Pirit »%tt»lloii held th* Mfh ground, pp.". rolling Tltor^Ljly j u4 tfa* Third 
ctattiliaG «ttflOfc«d oauth on MiOUior rwppin(, up vli tioCL In in effort to drlTO 
th* innitrfLtiog sneiay ^oopi iw; frn th* nlc tupply mutt. 



On £fi Juno, th* socotid : *iUiifln rojatnod th* Rojiwt, atttofcod to th* 
north # ia: r^ehwfe th* Tfco Hiird 3* t to Hop uiftd E*r*ttovlllo utd th* 

Fir it tett&llon oanMnuwi to h?ld tho hlj^ £i-0wid B»trld* th» gt j Iwro Hflia^ 

Qa P6 J\in* th* Zfogiaant mn^td i i dirjctloc- of *dT«ooo from volt to ***t 
with w.» tlfsiwa of dvotroylnt, fch* *n«y E»rrU« holding th* north ***t*m p*r% 
Of th* Cotmttn pminuul*. C*l thii And th* following d*y { IT Juno) th* tag* 
1**1 1 not id ill ■ an* n«4m tlthou^ th* ir,wy wo ft d* to mined d»f«nd*r# Ut* 
on th* Z7thj th* airport nCn-th of Gonnorlll* foil mid no£Qti*t4ai; ■ ror th* lanwd- 

or of turn g*TTUm mjulUj th* ooutil doftnt*! itn b*tm* T&* c*ro U'lcn i 
WOT* O^plotod *u»ly th* *orn.lBfi of tit* ffitJa ud th* «brrvdor of 9 SO Gor- 
au off loor* i^wni *f£-Mt#d fey l»o f ge Jum* t ocding th* f l C htiB G in th* 
Bftrt].an*tom p*rt of th* Cot<mtls pulzipijA* 

FurtJ-- 



Tho Boetatat EBPffroA to m nipbly *r#* for a ohcrt r*it p«-lod prior to 

Af ilPA M * . 
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Debriefing Conference on D-Day, 82d Airborne Division Report, 
Aug 1944 



i 
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DEBRIEFING- CONFERENCE - OPERATION FEFTUNE 



On the evening of Thursday, 1* August I9hh, a debriefing 
conference was held at the Glebe Hount House, LEICESTER. During 
the course of the conference each commander present who had 
commanded a unit the size of a battalion or larger of the 82d 
Airborne Division in Operation NSFTUI-JE, was permitted to talk 
for not to exceed ten minutes. Instructions were that each 
officer was to speak freely, without restraint, regarding any 
aspect of the operation during its airborne phase and to offer 
any criticism he saw fit in the interests of improving our 
operational technique in future combat. Commanders spoke in 
the order in which it was planned that they would land. Their 
statements were taken down verbatim as far as possible. At the 
conclusion of the. conference , considerable free-for-all dis- 
cussion took place of which no record was kept. However, it 
did have a bearing on the conclusions attached to this report. 
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Lt Ce>l VAOTW OORT-; 2d Bnj_, fo$th .Pf cht tri f r " 



-I feel that" I have very little for posterity at the moment. The flight , 
until- we hit the French coast was ouite uneventful for my Battalion, T Ve reached 
FRANCE intact and in formation** As' we' came in across the coast we saw a little 
ack-ack' from the ground a!nd T thought ' that there ,were some planes from the 101st 
Division shot down* As we approached. our DZ the pilot informed me that he 
could see our T. The pathfinder group had been dropped essentially wjhere {they 
should have "been, a little further inland,, and they only displayed, two- T ! s. ,. One 
was lighted wh£n we drppped.' The pilot X had was extremely reluctant to. come 
down to the correct jumping altitude, " T e -.ame in at 1400 feat, and pur speed 
was excessive 0 "I talked to the Crew chief and asked h:j.n to slow down* .-%>.: * 
went through a bit of scud as we came j..a and it caused trie formation to break 
slightly. At the time I thought the Germans had smoked the area* I lost -two 
platoons froin Company ,!T ^' , The gr een light was turned on about ,45 seconds;, 
before v?e reached, the E'CU^ Paver o I told them to turn it off*. T, fe dropped 
pretty well on our DZ r . I ; ^ myself P was a Quarter of a mile from the .DZ,* and I 
had a little' hard liick on the landing and banged up my foot, I .watched; the 
battalion come in ?nd they were -'ell spread out; the ships being too high ; and < 
too fast; Within fifteen minutes after I got on the ground I started putting 
up some green flares that forked out well, '"e encountered no resistance fr©m 
the enemy at night, only some fire from ack-ack around our DZ. Some members 
of the battalion were dropped in STF, V; R T "; WLISE and were engaged in a fire 
fight at once. - There was movement of vehicles on the road, one of the first 
things I heard being vehicles moving on a road to the South. I went North to 
the nearest hedgerow. I think it was a.bout 0410 in the morning when I felt L 
completed the assembly sufficiently so that I could move out on our mission 
and take the town of NEVILLE auFL^IN. In the meantime, the regiment had.. told 
me to stand by. The news, from STF WiSE ^HrLTSF was so vague to the Regimental 
commander that he had me stand jpy.. General RIDG r AY happened to be in my CP 
during that period and he also directed me not to move without consulting him* 
It was not until daylight that I received orders to move. We actually started 
moving at 06p0. . Later my mission was. changed to STE ' ? GII?.F,, and from 

there on it was essentially a ground operation. The 2d Battalion, met no re- 
sistance as we went Into the town. A small group of Germans, attacked our . . 
left flank, but one pl^tbon^ f rem ?r D M Company, was enough to drive them off, r 
and as I' said, it was a .ground operation thereafter/ It, was 0141 when I 
landed. 



« < 



0. Apparently It was 0730 when you' were ready to move out? 

A* ' rj e started > moving at 0600.. Reorganization was only partially completed, 
but when T reached the town I had' a br-ttalion less two platoons.' In the 
meantime,. I^picked up ouite a few people from the 101st Division, and 
some men from other t regiments which I carried alon£ for several days and 
then returned them/bo their organization. 

0, Do you .think that your lighted T was a great factor in your getting to 
your destination 9 /; " ; 

A. It meant a great deal to us. I saw planes coming in from various directions, 
fronT'40' degrees to 90 degress off course. They came in close to the T, and 
dropped ' the^r personnel, I think some planes from the 101st circled and 

dropped 'their people there. . , 

, ,j. .............. » 



-^id ^o'u; attempt to use your preen assembly lights at all? 

A. None* of my "lights worked; anticipating that, I had a flashlight I had fixed 
up with green facing and. I flashed that 0 

j .......... 

0 # None 1 of : your : .lights worked. - T ^y? , .. .- : _ . ., u . 

< 

A, I don't know, .1 had no opportunity to inspect them. I hid them, but later 

couldn't find .them. ..... , 



■-■ * 
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C OHriDTOITIAI, 

0, You say you had orders at 0410 to tell vth iere you werei How did you get 
•'>!') j thpse.prdejrss?.'' 

A; We had radio contact with thb Regiment very early. Regimental S-3, after 
. , daylight, tpame .by* my • CP , and. as I remember, the Regimental Commander was 
also there at one time. 

\ r , . . « » \ * »■ • f i •** i' : * . . 

» ,L * . . A« ' , 1* ^ i,' 7 , M 1 ■ " , ' ■ " f 

p*.- T ^t -rdid-.you*think- of the ^challenging system? " «' . 

Ai Right. at the^ment^sir, I would make no essential changes. I would like 
to impress upon the Air Corps the necessity for coming down to the proper 
■;. altitude^ and- flying at the proper speed., We have stories at the bat- 
. ta.Jdpp-> : froitf men who "spoke to pilots later on, quoting pilots -as follows: 
, ;/ '"-r*-rand . the last, t.inie I looked at the air speed indicatcrr w£ were going 
• • -.at 1^90 miles per hour ■ It was the hardest opening I ever had. I have 
jumped, at 130 and 140 miles per hour, but this was the roughest I ever 
•iha.d It .tore off some of my eouipment. 

» r 

I made a positive identification of where I was by sending an S-2 patrol 
t^thq,. sparest house. The Frenchman -tho^e gave us much valuable information 
6fV the -enemy. . ' 

I -u I believe that the greatest single contribution to the assembly of the 
505 /was .the superior job done by our : pathfinder teams. Air "Corps- anci parachute 

It. .Qpl. Krause, 3rd Bn., 505th Inf ; * : ' - 

I, too, experienced the same as Col. Vandervoort. The trip was very un- 
eventful, on the way over. \ As we crossed -the^coafet of FRANCE,' I talked to. my 
pilot on the interphone; and said, . "It looks''-' like a good deal". I looked 
back and saw my ships behind me. Just about : that time we hit the soup, (fog 
or cloud), and we started to ; .see fires- on the ground, a little ack-ack and 
,we had s.o/ne- fifh^ers- come in. on us and" fire; at us. An element of three 
ships was- -directly under us and not .'more thaft thirty feet below. One came up 
,frqm under and passed miracously ;betwe'en ; my shin and the left wing ship. I 
would say that in the next three minutes I came as' close to being crashed in 
tbe-:?.te..fts-. I ever hope to. " r e. tried to keen our formation, but ships con- 
.stantl^.over ran each other. The pilot called for evasive action and We' split 
.jjXj* w Some went high, some went lower, others right and left; This : split our 
rf^rm^tlpn. and we. were well spread. Just about two or three minutes before 
<irqp i time*, we. saw this green T . , : It was a Godsend and I felt that I had found 
: the .Holy Prail*- jl would say that J dropped from over 2,000 feet. It was the 
^gest/rirf^J. have had in over fifty jumps, and while descending, four ships 
passed urjd^r; me and I really sweated that out. Just after I landed, a mine 
bun(Jle ;J h.it; about .SO yards away from me without- a parachute and exploded. T '7e 
,trie.^»to oriejnt ;purselves very ruickly, and ran upon- a conical shaped field, 
^hlGhrl remembered as the conical sha ed field that we had studied during 
.pur ^reinvasion briefing. Northeast of this should be the Battalion DZ 
to]mand fos.t which, was to be in a wooded area on the Southeast end of the 
t>2.. Further .investigation proved this to be true and then I knew Exactly 
;W%r^ I knew where -'-e were, and I told the' people all 

^rp : und*me..^ because we rere so split up, we did not have too' much organization 
of jthe :t .u^tJ5 ... , i%. ?? ven • had some men from the other Divisions contacting us. I 
compps.<ed_t:w© groups, one under Captain DeLong and the other under Lt. Isaacs 
and ^ we,begani,tPcform, ..but not too rapidly. I sent out patrols to guide in 1 
asscm^i.ng groups and; about that time we saw the green flares. I could not 
find my :s original signal which- I ^as supposed to use and likewise alternate sig- 
nals jvpre/gone. T.fe had: absolutely no visual- signals -to assemble on. Our* 
method of assembly was to roll, up on our sticks. Our sticks formed up in^gQ.gd 
s^ape . ( Jhe :: i\ext :problem .was, that ' of • people running through our area wanting^ 
to. khow; ; wh©r^ ;/ t,hey wer-e* .:Maj or\ Mcr^ini-ty- asked where we were and T told him 
whereuoon .he put v hi^..;ma.pva^ay.and r headed ; 'for the bridge with Captain Dolan and 
most of . Conmany ;Ai. . . "fe .w:;r f e ^t§i;ting «to get close to 200 men in about an hour 
and a half of assembling. One of my officers landed in the town of STE MERE 
^tl^r Cn* hift 6W-h6' ''saw' aT^rbup" :of Germans and witnessed several chutist 
taken prisoner and others killed, so he headed Northeast to join us. 
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On his way he picked ud a slightly inebriated Frenchman, who stated that this 
was ST^MERE E^LISE, and we knew then exactly where we were. It was just 
before,. fmir when I made the ' decision to move ojat .to. 3TE *JSRE TIGLISE. moved 
in from, the Northwest on. the roaci that the, ma.-n had skid /the troops ' had d-e~ 
parted from;. It was mostly transportation, and. .^e-rvi'ce-tL&XtsJ-'that had remained 
in the town when the bulk of - the forces. cioved' ; intO- field ,bivouac : ''-several; days* 
prior to D-^ay. because of the bombing. Captain' DeLong^. ahd:- 1 went 'in 'toward'- * 
the Northwest, section of. town* The civilian in a white coat : 'was carrying an 
American mine while f guiding the ray. T ' T e made him go out first so that he would 
not lead, us into* any gun position* . •" r e met no : opposition, but we- did m&etTabtofi 
members of- the other units , . and they were all heading f or theirj missions'. ■ v : r :i 
wruld say that re arrived in town just before light and had" ho J bppdsitibn at :r * 
all, mainly due' to, the covered route the civilian took us by, • but in the center 
of , the town there were spasmodic shots -that became ever increasing. My' in-?- ,: - ; * 
structions to my men were not to fight with any other unit but : to -fight with 
me in' the town. This proved worthy because all my men concentrated-' on; getting 
to the town and the bulk of my Battalion was with me by mid-morning. The re- 
maining enemy troops in the town v/ere apparently scared out of the town. The 
force which *-wq had /was .iust a .jumbled group and in order to secure "t : he- to^h 
as quicly as possible we endeavored to establish road blocks around- t 5 fie-'towh rs,; " 
as hastily -as possible, which we .did. One important thing • we -were : goihg"'td 
do was .to 1 cut the communication lin s. ■ : - T e thought we found it; and : severetl 
the main cable from the town. As' more troops came in we put up road blocks 
around vthe whole town. T -fc had about one fourth of the force we expected' at- i '- r -'' 
about .five O'clock.. A message was sent to the Regimental CP» 'This- -message 
was dispatched at about five O'clock. .■' ' I ' : 

» . . . 

0. * /bout how .many men did you have in the town? 

A. ,T e had l f -^0 men and groups of 40 and 60 came in rapidly throughout the morn- 
ing. H about '10 0 1 clock 350 men of the .Second Battalion .came in.' 

«■ •• ■ * 

C't • T,7 hat happened .to your two artillery pieces? • * 
. ■ - 

A. One we never found; sir, and one was in action before noon» 

... , ... . 

Q. Did you have color 'assembly lights to use? • * " ' j 

* ■.■«.*. 

A. Yes sir.- P think in the next operation for assembly we should try to' get' 
weather balloons, and stick the light up on that.. 

Colonel ^kman, -Commanding Officer , 505th Frr^chute Infantry : 

I have nothing much to add about the ride over, except the 1st Battalion 
Co mand^r, Fa.jor Kellum, not being here, being ; KIA, I can give his story. 
Regimental Veadouarters and the 1st' En. got in the planes, and .iust about five 
or six minutes prior* to taking off a huge explosion occurred. Someone had- set 
off- a r^mmon Grenade which in turn set off all the ammunition. I was init- 
iated into combat that way. I spw a lot of dead bodies lying around after the 
explosion. Our ride over was uneventful except for the ack-ack which came ^ 
pretty close to our planes. 'Jumping out after going through the 'cloud's;., ^'i, ' 
baled outsat about 0204 hrs.. according to my watch. I had a very .hard"'ppqn-. 
ing, because we v ere. going at least 150 miles per hour. I do not rem0iri>e ; r 
the landing because I was pretty dazed. I v *'as in the midst of a field 'of cat- 
tle when I landed. No j other personnel was around me. It took me about' ten 
minutes to get otit of my chute. * I found out later that I had landed just.'a 
few hundred' ykrds^puth of FR^SVILLJC, which is veil Northwest of STE iEREfeCLISE. 
I started out' and the first man I met was ?>..jor Thomas of the 508th, and he 
was treating a few men who were injured. I wapdered around still dazed for 
about two hours. Just before four o'clock I ran across Fajor Norton, and we 
debated about where we were, ^.bout that time we found a Frenchman and from 
him wc got the direction to the town and found that that there, were a number 
of C/ermans there* Tf e started out to our area and on the way we .ran into the 
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1st Bn. under Major Kellum, heading toward th : e bridge and his area. "A" 
Company had very speedily organized and was already engaging the enemy just 
East of the bridge near ,STE. MERE EGLISE. Rest q£ the 1st Bn. continued, on... 
tHeir Tftfetfidi^ assembly area^ they "being the RegtX. Reserve. 

We went ' ^ the CP and ran into.. the 2nd. Bn, At that time, the./' 

situation being 1 a 'little obscure ^ we told Lt. Col Vahdervoort to stand 1 fast 
until further orders* At the locati6n',Qf' : the CP. was" Gen. Ridgway, and we 
speedily established the CP. It was a little after seven o'clock when., I. 
Heattj. that 'the 3rd 'Bn* was in STE MERE HGELISSf, * that the 2nd Bn, was moving' 
toward ;t%ir objective, and that the 1st Bn. was well down toward the bridge. 
The situation was well in hand. Later on the 2nd Bn. fell back' into STE . k 
MOJRE 'EGLIS|5 arid 4 With the 3rd Bn. organised for the defense of the town * ' „ 
against ^uperior eherrly . forces which were attacking from the North, Northwest' 
and Sout'h. "TThen action in STE MERE EGLISE' erideci," these two units were all* 
mixed;. up/due to the speed wp.th which tbpy had "to move to meet enemy threats. 



I. j 



% . T, fculd you recommend rny* changes if you were* 'to do it over again?' '■ '* 
A. V I see no reason- to : change the assembly plan except to get the assembly'" 
lights.' where they .'can be seen. I also came in from a higher- altitude 
• Bind a. greater speed than I should have, and believe the Air Corps should 
receive mor'e ! training in dropping our units. 



i- 
» 



°JL~ i Y.? ur * r . e * « y< ? u . had two lighted T ' s , is that correct? 

AV TSs;sir; /ffie -.only comment I have on the operation is about the speed, the 
altitude of the planes and the assembly lights. One plane load returned 
to the base because of some trouble. The men joined us about a week later 
in a C-A7t T,, hen I was on the- field I: was sure our plane had not come in 

* from the'proper direction. I- noticed plnnes coming in from all directions 
and all altitudes. The assembly lights did not work in this case. I 

* saw some flares which I believed Col. ^andervoort put up. 

O m ; How long were you in the fog? "• - 

A". Right after crossing the coast and, I would sayy maybe three miles from 

* STj S.ftVUER we hit a heavy cloud bank and it was then that we lost control of 
the formation. Just a little ways this side of the MERDERET my plane came 
down. -under -the clouds, but I could see few of the planes. ' * 

• . * ' * » 

P. T Vhat 'do you think of the use of flares? 

A.* I. like the use" of flares only in the event the assembly lights won't work. 
The flares, if not shot straight up, that is, if shot at an angle, will 

: -^give.th&. impression that they are'two or three hundred yards from the 
actual assembly 'point. The "T» lights are not feasible* to use for assembly 

. except in. case of extreme emergency as they cast off so much 'light. 
(Col. Vandervoort) - In regard to the flares try-to pick a r place where 
the enemy is not,- then the flares will work. In regard to radios, you 
need 12 radios to do it right. Tie in everybody with 536 radios, rte' drop- 
ped our 300 r s in bundles, but through 536 T s 'we -tied in very quickly and - : 
were able to locate men right away. 

r ' 

Colonel Ekman continues — I think it is better to use BAR 1 s -in leg packs in 
place of machine guns during the actual -drop. You can move out with BAR f 5 
in place of machine guns 'and come back l^ter for the gun's which vtfould be drop- 
ped in bundles, "A" Company was delayed in moving out as they couldn't find 
their bundles immediately. The weapons ^section we had contained machine guns ; 
in the sruad, .we jumped with someB/R f S, but would like to replace the machirio 
guns with P'R f % because "looking for -the machine guns holds lis back at first., 

Q. ■ T)o you want two BAR'S in every squ'ad end one machine gun?.'' 
A. In the machine gun section we would like to have for' the- drop two BAR'S-. 
A searching p^rty to find the machine gun bundle and bring up guns later. 
Each .rifle .scuad to hr^vc two PAR'S, »K" Company could h^v^' been -able to 
secure , the bridge if they had had their bundles. 'We lost quite a bit' of 
eouipment. . Someone can always use the B'R'S after the machine guns are 



found. 
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<\ How did you identify your bundles? ' f ,. A 

A» (Col, : ^95<}f rvport) - T/ "e didn't use any bundle lig^s*>J?fe ?i ^a4^j;rS>h^4jwd 
all §ix r bundles tied together* I lost one 60mm Kortarj I 'h&dnt.he bullf of 
my machine guns. .1 had more radios than the rest of the Regiment put* to- 
ge£^£. your bundles together - it helps. We used a system of lum- 

inous paint" to separate the bundles. I believe that bundles should be 
r^paintodr.Jiffht^.colors to be 'seen easier. T:T e used no vitrolite on our 
bundles/ but we later used it for marking roads, etc. The system of 
challenges and responses wss OK. One thing in combat people have no 
scruples, a^out K whose^ecuipment -they hcve as long as they get it. Another 
. thingamy -men. jwefe reluctant to get -everything.. It is important tlj&t'^; 
the. m^n^are, trained' to get everything .they have. Jumping with- . an $&iX*j * 
mine on L th§. ; and i vidua! proved beneficial. ; ■. .- • . ... / . jV. 

'.,•>.♦. vi i; . J i.. ■ . ' - ... . • " «• * -J- • 

. • ' • . • . f V... • . . • . • ■ ./ wj-' ^i- r.. 

Lt. Col. : Me ndz f ? 3rd Bn.sv 508th Prcht. Inf : . : .>v 

* * * • - ■ i • ' * ' ? 

I was in command of the 3rd Bn. a.t the outset I ? cj.idn f t .;St©e><my Bn.vfop 
five days,. "We ran into .a lot of trouble as soon z\s we,.hit iand^..- -The-.fl^/;^ 
was terrific.. ' T, fo. jumped from about 2100 feet, the entire serial^ ^and . wer^.-.--. 
going rather fast. t - 2100 .feet is too .much .of ? ride, . I checked my^fi^ld bag 
and' found. *3 v bullet holes in it.- : - it'. Daly wa^s ; sub$eauently 'killodU-: -J l^^nded 
about 0230 in .tH§, ; wornang and didn't see' anybody ,f or Jive days,. -with the ; pos- 
sible exception of my messenger. I batted 1000" With my' pistol, I got three 
Heines with threes shots:; two Heines with a carbine and one Heine with a hand 
grenade. The Germans had a very good means of communication. 7e seemed to 
run into antipar&troop groups of about 60 men and we shot back and forth, ^e 
drew the conclusion that these groups called other groups who we.re waiting 
for us. 'Itoget'her I had three men, one off icor and my messenger v ..,The, most 
outstanding thing I learned was the accurate intelligence of the Oermar^;. .... --t- 
They used full .name, even nicknames to confuse : my .company commanders .... liy.^ *- roTi 
company commanders stated that they received messages .in my full : name aqd .even 
my nickname, . : jit is .essential that. the.. challenging- system must be known to 
the .Air Corps, as wall an ca$e they end up on the ground. The reply to the 
challenge.. mu^t be. given very euickly or it will be too bad. Selection, of 
words is .very imDortant. , T e landed about 3/4 or a mile from the DZ, South- 
east. . I was on the North side of the D0UVE River. In the five days that I 
was separated from the Bn. I walked '90 miles. I was. looking for the Second 
Battalion and all I found was ack-ack, T ' T e never saw a,T, we jumped on the 
green light. The pilot did not see- the ,T light either. It would' be helpful 
to have earphones from the jump master and the crew chief and the. pilot." f-s 
a matter of fact "G" Company was dropped in the. ocean and several men were 
drowned. % Recommend the. short method of challenging, bundles be-> daisy-chained, 
one light per plane load of bundles . . . 

Lt. Coll ; ' T arren, Bn. Executive, 1st Bn.,' 508th Prcht. Inf : 

I r came in as Executive Officer, 1st Bn.,..Cpl # Batcheller, commanding* ; 
Shqrtly after the drop he was KI* . The mission of the 508th was to go into 
Force "A" reserve in the vicinity of Hill. 30, T ' T est of the MEKDEIfflT. Myer.' . . 
Our flight across the channel was very uneventful, it was routeih.. -As we. hit 
the coast we g<pt some flak. I checked and noted that all the planes'. were back 
there. Put then we hit the clouds and it spread us a little. I cp;uld : >still 
see the leading V even in the fog. ' e passed over ST. SAUVEUR le VfCOMTE, 
and got a lot of flak which spread the formation. Then we went -over -ETIENVILLS 
and got a hell of a lot of flak there. Then I looked around ajid there were 
no ships ground my plane. I jumped on the green light, and just .after coming 
out of the. plane I turned around and looked over my shoulder ?nd sav£ the/DOUVE 
River .behind me very close. I landed about half way between PI CAUVjEtJ jS?-, and , ( 
the DOinrFS. I landed in an orchard *. T e got a great deal of flak practically 
all along the entire route between S/ M S/^WJR le VIC0MTE and ETIENVILLE. 
After coming down I only saw one plane which v/as towing a glider .and kept on 
going, and another C-47 which was shot down in flames. I did h^ve a light 

- . 
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but I didn't put it up, because it was obvious it would, not be seen, I 
toured the area in ever widening circles trying to cpllect as many men as I 
could. Daylight came approximately 0/+30 or 0445 in|.^e ;i: htol»nij:ig and I col- 
lected some 20 odd men and ran .into Captain McRoberts ' whbThad the entire . -5Q8 
radar outfit. They put up no lights because thqir lights. were lost.' ' the .:: 
hedges were high, and the orchards were practically all over the plaice near. 
PICAUVILLE. I collected between 40 and 50 men and headed* for GOUTEVILLE j 
just north of Hill 30. I got up to GOUTEVILLE .and found part of D a;nd-B 
Company and a platoon of the 505 under Lt. Medaugh. We were on the " verge . 
of attacking GOUTEVILLE with 100 men, but we had no supporting weapons - just 
rifles and carbines 9 Since there was' an estimated German Battalion in 
GOUTEVILLE we just stayed on the hill and shot at them. About 15 truck 
loads of Germans .went by, "going in the direction, of L>* FIBRE.-- After shoots ' • 
ing at them all $fternoj&n I got in contact with Col. .Shanley and. joined 
forces and moved west abaut 500- yards 'of' my, position near Hill. 30 and stayed*, 
there for five days. No -lights were used in the' area south of PICAUVILLE ; . \ 
because the area! ^as^QQ.j3ense. Hedgfcs were high and orchards were all qyeiv 
the place. ' L " ' ; '" - ' " : ;v 



Colonel LINGUIST,' 508th Parachute Infantry 



I went out about 1200 feet near AMFREVILLE. I t was a good opening 
and a soft landing in* about 2| feet of water. The light went up within ten 
minutes after hitting^the ground. The area was open and marshy, and the as- 
sembly light could be seen for about 600 yards. The assembly light worked 
well for about twenty minutes and then went out because of . water, sbakihg.. , 
into the batteries, " "When the light went I stayed there .30 JTdnutes- before, 
we moved out. There was no light on the embankment, the light was -4h the 
center of the. drop of Regimental Feadouarters. The challenging worked. fine. 
There was : very -little -challenging around the lighted area. at first as the 
men came in. The challenging -system was o.k., the verbal system 'should be 
used so long as it is consistent* I would make no changes in regards .to 
what was planned before the. operation „ All of our equipment went, into the^.. 
water and went . ; out of sight. We stumbled upon two bundles, but it was noth- 
ing that we cs>uld usk. I think we should continue using radio communication 
and one light per battalion for assembling. I think flares- would work /well. 
Anything in regard 'to light should be used- to get the unit together. As 
time goes on I would take a greater chance in regard to lights to get my . , 
units together.. . t " 

Lt, Col, QSTBERd, "l^t Bn., 507th Prcht Inf , 

We' were scheduled to drop north of AMFREVLLDjl. We ran into a fog. 
I saw my flight sgi'd it' was all there for about the first three minutes. 
We ran into. a -lot of flak. Pebbles kept- hitting, which I didn't haVe qnough 
sense to realize what 'was going on. We had no T to guide on, and ."only one ' 
radar set of the six we dropped was set up. Don't sell the home-made lights 
short.' They &re not. .so bright for a great distance but do allow for good 
identification. We had no automatic weapons until two 4 oVclock the'hext 
morning. Phone communication should be In. the plane. Second-hand inf orma.^ > ; 
tion is rio good, but you can't tell the pilot what his job is. We dropped 
from a low altitude. I landed in a very flat field , but it was inundated. 
I would endorse the home-made light on the bundle. The method of assembly 
lights should be kept as simple as" possible. 'A lot depends on the terrain. 
We had no flares. If we were to do it again I would have flarfes,/ because 
I consider them well worth while. It. would .be a gooti idea to- have' ;a .flare, 
to spare.' . . \. T \ /-\- 



Lt. Col. KUHN, 3^d Bn., 507th Prcht Inf .. . . 



i - : : — ■ 



^ Our" mission was to establish a defensive posit ion^'just' "westvof /' TT 
^SEVILLE. The Air Corps solcl us a. 'snow' job for 'they changedHhef^S^,/ 
I was in the lead ship of my^En.:*' Telephonic communication .shotild be /estate 
lished between crew chief and jiimpmaster, We had a ye.^y h unev«ntful;trip 
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until we hit the mainland, and then things popped* The re /was no coipmunica- 
tion with the pilot whatsoever* I never had such a hard opening in my life. 
I think, that the flash and thunder system is best for challenging. drop- 
ped about 0240 in the morning. We landed about one mile southeast qj^FHSS- 
VILLE. r? H {1 Company recovered a good deal of their ecuipment, but y ^fey used 
their home-made' lights which was ope flashlight bulb and two batteries. We 
used no luminous tape. "0" and "I" Companies landed \xo about the railroad 
tracks, closer to the DZ than where we landed. The issue Air Corps light was 
nbVworth.a damn. Short challenging is the better way of identification. 

Q. VJhat's Wrong with the Air Corns issue lighting? 

A. The/Air Corps light breaks, A good solid jar will knock it out. The 
^ir Corps light did not burn long enough, and you can T t tell one* light from 
another. 

' * • • ^* - / 

Lt. Col. TP'KKS, '2nd Bn.. , 507th Prcht Inf % 

I was iri the group flown by Col. Mitchell* We got below a lot of haze 
and we flew at"' about 550 feet above the ground. We did not go too fast, 
and our- -^Landing was very good*. ..We jumped at 0230, and we did not see any 
lights bn the' ground c I had a lot of difficulty in assembling. Tr e had the 
mission of taking AMFREVILLE. I never did get with the Battalion until about 
thp fifth day. As to lights, it would be a mistake, to sell them short* The 
Executive Officer had a light, and the Regimental Commander had a light, and 
the Radar Section also had a light. Our flares were wet and did not work. 
I assembled small groups not far from the LA FIERE bridge. Host of thfc bundles 
went into the swamp 0 We used the knot system and lights on our bundles, but 
we only retrieved a few. The mistake we made was that we used wooden con- 
tainer lights and most of them wouldn' t work., The radios were jumped right 
on the "radio men* The radio would come in handy but we had no radio., It 
was tragic not to have a radio for the first five days* The challenging 
system. of using two words is excellent * The mm were getting out of the planes 
too slowly and this caused dispersion, Also teach the" men to get out of 
thpir eouippient and chutes , Men should be taught more about that. After 
Captain Siva rtzvv alder came in we were going to make a night attack on the 
bridge at AMFREVILLE, but we didn't because the artillery fire was falling 
on us. 

* *. . . 

T ' T e tied our bundles together and I think it is a good practice in using 

the knot system. We used no luminous lights, but if we were to do it again 
we, would use bundle lights. We would use anything to help identify the' bund- 
le^. We had to send out real strong patrols to recover the bundles. I 
would have liked to have talked to tne pilot if there was an inter-frhone. 
(Cpl. Mendez: One light per daizy chain for the bundles is recommended.) 

Lt. Col. Shanley, 2d' Bn. , 505th Prcht Inf 

My original mission was to capture the town of ETIENVILLE and blow the 
bridge there and also the bridge at B'OUZVILLE LA BA STILE. On the flight to 
the drop my, Bn. did not experience a great deal of flak. However, we exper- 
ienced heavier flak than has just been described. A lot of jumpmaste'rs- 'said 
the planes' took evasive action, and thatmay, be the reason for the dispersion 
on the jump* ^he planes started taking evasive; action due to the flak. I 
threw .an A' -A radio bundle out, the chute on it "failed, its contents were 
smashed; my battalion assembly light in it was also smashed. S-3 was sup- 
posed to have a light,' but I did not see it. I used flashlights up in the 
trees when I landed. On the ground there was considerable f ire-'whidh was ' 
all around us. A lot of the men who came into the assembly area' had already 
killed; a German or "two. We landed just north of PICAUVILLE, and there were 
quite' a few Germans kround there. I sent several patrols' out in different 
directions to get more men. I had only about 35 ^en with me at dawn. At 
that time 1 sent more patrols out" and started encountering fairly heavy re- 
sistance. At approximately noon we were very heavily engaged on three sides, 
ancl 1 pulled out after T found 'that another group, larger than mine, was 
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east of us, .1 left behind in that place about ten men, most, of whom were 
jump casualties. Shortly after leaving the location north of PICAUVILLE 
I collected approximately 200 men and officers , lost members of the 508th 
and from all Battalions who had gotten /together there, and I set up -in 
that location, which was 1000 ^ards . east of. PICAUVILLE. With 200 men, I 
had two machine guns, no mortars'' arid* no other' automatic weapons. Vfe 
didn't have much success in* 'getting the bundles .on the ground. I did have 
SCR 300 radios however* By' radio ! got in touch with another group which 
was commanded by Lt. Col Warden 8 Several different groups, of Frenchmen in- 
formed me that there were : about 500 Germans in PICAUyiLLB and more than that 
in ETIENVIU..E. Having almost no heavy weapons and with so many Germans 
between my group and the 'objective I selected the one. mission that the Reg- 
iment had that I f elt* I ' could accomplish— seizing ,a crossing of the UERDERET 
River. Lt. Col. barren's- group joined mine and . we* set up a defensive . position 
on Hill 30, T?T est of the MF.RDKRET.. Eventually the remainder of the regiment 
joined 'us on the T? est of the ^DERET River. I wish I had had. flares'- to 
use for assembly • after the jump; lights were useless in that terrain.. A 
Frenchman told us that riCAUVILTE was a German bivouac area* 



- * 



Qi, Tould you want to use flares there? ") 

•A, , .If J: didn T t use them there, I could have moved elsewhere and use'd them.. 

* ' ■ * 

. P # Didn't you have flares? 
At No sir*. I thought the Germans would have them and our men would be 

walking into the Germans. Flares, however, are the only feasible system 
of assembly in that hedgerow country* We used vitrolite tubing on our 
bundles,. All the bundles I found contained ammunition* I did not find 
• any heavy weapons.. :V ! * 

\ 

r • 

Q.- - Did you succeed in 'rounding up your own stick? ;. - • "" . 

A. No sir. . I found many bundles, but found no . one around thre 'bundle. 
Eventually I ran into some men,, but found none. from my own stick for' 
quite awhile. The men worked the challenging system very well. . I 
recommend that we have one system of challenging to use throughout; ,. 
training and combat, and not change it later on, because th&t causes 
difficulty. . Changing over confuses the men. In regard to assembly ^ 
lights, we couldn't get them up high enough to be seen any distance, 1- 

t 

Q, ' T ' T ould you have used a light ^that would flash up for one-thirtieth of 

a second every five or six seconds, and that would light up approximately 
a distance, of six (6) miles (krypton light). 

A. Yes-, I -would use a light like that if I had -to, to assemble my battalion, 

r 

* 

. V - 

Lt. Col. Boyd, 1st Bn. , 325th Glider Inf ; 

Yfe. came. in at D plus 1 at about 0730 in the morning,. The men' who flew 
the planes on 0 minus 1 scared, the hell out of us by painting a bad picture. 
The 437* at Ramsbiiry was in quite a state of excitement. The landing zone 
was changed on us. The trip was uneventful. We were supposed to land in the 
Southwest part of 'STE MERE EOIISE, but the order was changed, . w e landed 
in the Southeast corner of STE' MARIE du MONT. n fe came in too closfe to- 
gether. . The. speed was 170 miles per hour and we were eight feet above the 
ground when we hit the trees. . The first aid man saw us hit and they got to 
us immediately, . The gliders should be strung out a little more to pvoi # d 
collision. T ' T e had our 300 radio ?md all the. companies checked in except •"- ' ! 
"A" Company and we proceeded to the assembly area* T/! 'e landed at seven 
o 1 clock in the .morning. Our medical detachment came in about two PM knd 
they took care of some casualties. Out of " seven, hundred men we had 600- 
ready to operate at 2 PM, 7 % should. have the glider pilots earlier for ..." 
instruction, The Air Corps 'started dropping tow ropes all over us, whleh-'" 
.was wrong. . ^ome even went over our troops. 'These ropes are an item of - 
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critical issue and should be taken home instead of being dropped in the area 
in FRANCE. *' r e_ had no flak and plenty of air protection* We f lew in column 
of fours, but v/ould like to fly in a column of 'twos.. A single column -double 
tow," should be satisfactory, but would like to have some practice bef6re 
taking it up. r ' r e were cut out at about 200 feet which .was entirely too low. 

» 

Lt. Col, T.'H. ,-Sanford, Fbcec. 1st Bn. t 325th Glider Inf ; • . 

' '■ 

The gliders., as. a ; ..whole, come in too low. Cuttinf- the gliders loose - 
at 200 feet, traveling 120 miles per hour, in an area with such small /fields 
and tall t^e0.a 'doesn f t give.tho glider -pilot any opportunity at all-to — 
select thtj 'field . or 'to ma.ke -the proper approach for a landing. Tug :pilfcts 
had bpen instructed to go up to 700 feet after crossing the beach : and Very 
few, Xf. . any , of them 'increased their altitude. Many of the crashes, d£ the 
glidc.rs. we^e a' direct^ result of the failure of the tug .pilots to give; the 
glider. pilot .altitude, enough to make a proper landing. In training Lfy had 
been .demqhstra ted that gliders can be- landed safely in very small fields - 
if th'e 'gl^d^r pilot has altitude enough to. make $ ■■ Toper approach and 'cbme 
in slo.vy. " TT n d er. . th e .conditions under which our pilots landed in N0PJ1ANDY. 
they had. ho. opportunity fpr : selection of the -field, or to turn, to make-any 
abroach to ; ^t.* It was j\ist cut loose and land,, which put a great many of 
our gliders into the trees and resulted in rather high casualties. Most 
all of this' Was due to the failure of the tugnilots to follow instructions 
*ncT to giye'.the glider nilots an altitude of 700 feet. 

Colonel March, Hj vision Artillery : * . ■ 

/ 

V7e use the system of tying our ecuipment together and we had no trouble. 
™c got o^c gun going *t STE IVW, EGlj.SK. It would be a good idea to. have A 
Battalion of parachute field artillery go with every regiinent. " :7c can got 
the individual guns in .but to .get ..them to work and assembled has- notcbeen 
very successful. This was . some times due to landing. The landing zones of 
the gliders was SNA FIT LZ's wore changed and the Air Corns was not informed 
of it. Some fire was delivered on ^VDay, and much more on D plus 1, /and 
it was built up as it went . along-.', .('t this point Ool. /.iarch was interrupted 
and the following incident .of artillery support related): , m 

"Col. " Shnnlcy who was on the w cst bank of the K EDER^T , Fill 30,-. had 
an XR 300' which was in contact with the Regimental CP on the. East .jv 
b^nk of the? river at CH r ,F du PONT, 't the Regimental CP an. artillery 
liaison party had set up the- radio and wire not and was in a position 
to fire in direct support but did not he ve contact with Col.. . /Shanley 
direct.* Col. Shanley was b*ing r-ressed by German infantry and re- 
• pucstrpd- -through the SCR 300 artillery support, and an infantry officer 
adjusted fire through this medium with superior results". 

Colonel March continued: If you are in a .jam -talk to somebody and try to ■ 
get some artillery. 

. m *'* » ■ . ' - • • 

' T he ( .gliders were coming in two and four at a time. I don't- know whether 
I agree with that or not. Personally, I don't know how much they are brief- 
ed, but t hoy usually go for the first field they see, particularly, if : some- 
one is shooting at them. The best thing is to have a zone marked for?-. a 
group. 

* * * 

In." regard to .parachute artillery, it is practical from the point' of . 
vie--' of 'artillery. It rill land and will br r blt; to shoot. To get four 
f^xns .together' is, quite difficult. In ~ICIL V they. got three together and did 
a nice ..job. ("tatemrnt .made by an Infantry- battalion commander present— n 
".\rtiliery coming in by parachute is good even if .you can get one gun .out 
of four".).. 

. i « * • 
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Lt, Col. Singleton, 80th AT Bn: 



w e landed at 0U2D in the morning at STE J'ARI^ DuPONT. Everything 
went well until we got just between the islands of JERSEY and GUERNSEY, ,■ 
and then there was heavy flak.. T,T e came in a columa of fours, and it was 
a nice .formation, and we ran' into a cloud bank, milky in texture, we could 
sep;- very, little,. There was a. lot of flak, small arms fire, machine gun 
f ire . and snipers,, The glider pilots did a fine job., v Je came in l| hours 
after the last paratrooper landed.. Anti-tank guns were scattered all 
, over the area. It seems that we landed when all the Germans were awake. 
We landed at -about four o'clock and we cut loose and glided about', ten 
miles before landing,. We landed very smoothly, To took in 16 gu,ns in 
the dark and the next day we had about five out of those' 16 within the 
Division area,- Ten men are needed by a squad. The CG4s had one gun, a 
little ammunition and two men, or, two men and a jeep which .shquM have a 
^machine gun <5n it to protect the men, T 7ith CG-13 we could probably get 
. guns .and more ''personnel. The guns were OK but we did no;t have enough per- 
sonnel,. ... 

Brig* Gen,- James M. Gavi n (CG task f o rce "A" ): .V, ... 

" (This statement was dictated on \ugust 16 th at Has., S2d A/B Division) 

» » 

To begin v»ith,. the' s'fcrial after leaving ENGLAND was in good shape — 
tight formation — all ships apparently present. The flight, as well as it 
couldrbe observed from the lead plane, was excellent, Somo flak came up 
from the channel islands — tracers were seen falling short, Shortly after 
crossing the " r est coast, the, first check point was seen which I had figured 
woulcf be BRIC r UABFC T ' T e then entered dense clouds. Ships which had been 
flyinr. .within a matter of feet of each other could not be seen anywhere*. 
The rqd light went on,- 'indicating four minutes before the drop* 'Haen it 
was a lsmqt: time for the green light we emerged from the clouds. There - 
were po ships in sight. river appeared in the distance turning to\the : 
>- r est,. which I estimated to* be either* the DOUVE or the upper reaches:. of: -thfe 
f^ERDFRET. .'The-, green light, went on at -bout the instance several of the 
ships anpo?\red' l GUt of the fog, closing in on us. After about a 3 second 

dealy we went out.. Small- a^rms- fire was coming up from the ground when 

•-the -chQt.e r 6pcned--4just general shooting all over the area. Off to the 
right of the line of flight there was considerable apparent gunfire and flak, 
I figured that it nrobably was in the. vicinity of ETIENVILLE, where there 
was supposed to be located the, only known heavy AA installations in the 
.area. A .lot of firing was seen straight in the line of flight— tracers 
going into the air — Several miles away, I landed in an orchard, joined my 
aide who landed nearby (LT OLSON) and proceeded to "roll up the stick" as 
per plan, arriving -oti the edge of a **lde swamp where I found the remain- . 
ing. men of " my stick- y/hb were endeavoring to retrieve equipment bundles from 
the deep, mud and marsh. At this time parachutists were seen descending,., 
landing in" th£ swamp* and. on" the banks. After collecting my stick, i found 
that several men Had been injured during -the landing, and two hit during 
descent. About 20 minutes after reaching the marsh, a red assembly .light 
showed on the far bank, / few minutes thereafter a blue assembly light * 
showed to the South : of the red light several hundred yards, I. sent Lt, 
OLSON at once to direct all the men that he could contact to. report to me • 
in my loc-tion*- As ; it happened, the blue light was the 508 light-r^the red 
one of the. 507 lights. Close-in security was posted. The Germans took 
no aggressive action, despite the fact that they .were-, obviously in the area 
since there had^ been considerable 'firing during thd descent, / The river 
bank'was weiX'tlug with slit trenches and prepared gun positions. Men from 
the 507 began arriving. Within two hours, about 150 men were assembled—'. ■ 
all 507 excent my own stick, and about. one nlane : lti'ad of 508, Lt. OLSON' 
reported that: there was a railroad embankment on thenar side of .the ^ swampy " 
and that it was passable for foot troops. " T e decided thc-\t we were r pn frhe r ~ '* 
JC^RDFRKT River since it was the only, river with marshes '.and r-'ith a railroad- 
running North and ^outh alongside of it. Prior to this point, I hpd estimat- 

.. > . * ... 
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ed that we must be on the DOUVE because of the "depth and width of the water. 
Our pre-operational photo interpretation had rather clearly established the 
fact that the HTvRDERFT was a narrow stream, about 20 yards wide and several 
feet deep. The value of the ^fERDERET River as an. anti-tank obstacle had 
been carefully studied. The river bank was surrounded by t marsh land, cov- 
ered with grass which on the fringes was used for grazing. Actually, ' it: it . 
developed that the grass was swamp grass several feet long, which showed 
above the water and concealed the wide, expanse of flooded area from the 
photo interpreter. Heavy firing was '.seen in the direction of what was 
thought to be STE MEKE'EGLISE. 't about 0430, Colonel MOLONEY, and Colonel I 
OSTBERG, of the 507th/ 'with' about 150 men, had reported to me, and I "decided, 
to move a s soon as possible to seize the T 7est end of the LA FIERI! bridge. • 
• I considered it necessary t'o* accomplish this before daylight because of 
the impracticability of fighting through the swamps, of which there were 
several, in the face" of 'any German automatic weapons* Steps were taken. to 
get the force organized for movement, but in a few minutes two gliders* 
landed about 400 yards T, 7e'st of -our position. By this 'time I had* definitely 
decided that we were on the v est bank of the Jf^RD^SRET River several -miles . .. 
North of L A FIFES, *t had been reported to mo that Colonel LIHDQUIST had 
moved down the railroad with about 100 men towards 'LA FIT»RE, Some indiy^ . 
iduals were still coming in. "Everyone who was not on security was working;- 
at retrieving. bundles .Jfrom; the s^amr* I -managed- to get one bazooka and. 
a few rounds of ammunition. All other heavy ecuioment and radios were . 
then in the swamp water or impossible to get to. The glider landings * > j. , 
appeared most fortuitous,' and sttps were taken to get the equipment out 
of them, 7 T ith luck it would be a 57mm AT gun,^ which would come: in very • 
handy. At this time gliders ? -ere going overhead- moving in the direction 
of STE im^-TOLISR. All indications tended to more, cl&arly establish 
our estimated location as being correct. In order to retrieve the contents.- 
of the gliders, the move South was temporarily delayed while patrols were 
sent to the- gliders. Lt; GRAHAM was placed in charge of these patrols. 
Lt. GWH'K returned in about a half hour stating, that he needed at least 
30 men-. One, glider contained a M 57 lf , and one a jeotu Tb.ey had landed in 
a marsh and it v/as .very 'difficult to extricate the gun and vehicle. Some 
German small., .arms fire was being received in the vicinity of the- gliders • 
at this time. .'Lt. Col. KA'LONEY was -instructed to make the men available 
to Lt. GRAHAM. About a half hour later Lt. GRAHAM returned and stated that 
he couldn't get the men, couldn't got out the eruipment with the men he had, 
and that the German-fire was increasing, I accompanied hifa to the hedge 
along the field containing- the gliders where. the fire was building up with 
considerable .intensity. * T ith some difficulty additional men were obtained : 
and finally either the gun or jeep. I forget which now^ was removed only 
to become impossibly bogged in the swnmrty bottom. At my direction Lt. 
GRAHAM destroyed the jeep and removed part of the breach mechanism of the , • . 
"57»nua. was just barely possible tc do this, since the German Force.; } 
was becoming increasingly aggressive. It was now broad daylight. It was 
about 6 or 6:30 AM. The degree of enemy build-up and his attitude .made the 
possibility of moving down the Tfest bank at this time appear impracticable, 
and ' I decided to move to the railroad embankment and move in the direction 
of LA PI ERE, and the.ro pick up all who could be found from the 508, contact 
the 505, and attack the bridge from the East side, Orders were issued,- and 
the movement started across the marsh. The movement started and contact, 
was established with the 1st B^ttrlion, 505th, under the command of Major .... 
KELL/M.;. at L\FIERE. His battalion hnd landed as per plan, and vvas carrying 
out, its. prescribed mission. His point was then. engaged at the L' FIERE 
bridges - : . : '". 

• ■ * 
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' • ' • CONCLUSIONS 
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* 

1, Challenging . —Without exception, all agreed that 'tho system of 
challenging employed was the best; that is, one word for a challenge, and 
one word for a.res-oonse — no further conversation being necessary. This 
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further substantiates the findings as ? result of the SICILIAN operation* 
It is important that the same challenging system be employed in training 
as in combat, 

2* Assembly . — The assembly plan employed appeared sound and took the 
following steps. Each stick rolls up on the bundle.s. After securingtequip- 
ment, sticks join each other by sight "or patrol : contact, or rendezvous at 
a previously agreed upon terrain feature, or by radio contact* : The assembly 
lights, one per battalion, were used and proved to bo very valuable when 
placed in operation. Except for not being high enough, were most satisfactory 
for their purpose. Prior to this operation orders were issued as follows: 
"Each battalion commander, or one of his designated battalion staff officers, 
would take with him a flare which he should, employ if all other assembly 
aids failed 11 . It is unfortunate that this order was not carried out by all 
participants. It is noteworthy, however, that the flare when, used, served 
its purpose well. It is 'believed that the present practice, of. limiting 
the use of flares to a "battalion commander or one of his designated staff 
officers is sound. Too many flares create an impossible situation, Ohe 
light per battalion is all th?t is permissible. However, the lights must " - 
be raised 40 to 50 feet above the ground. (Experiments are now being conducts 
ed in this Division with a view to the employment of large balloons capable: f - 
of raising an assembly light to the proper- altitude.. ) It, is believed that 
the assembly could be facilitated by having more radios jumped on the in- 
dividuals, and it is believed that for this purpose- more radios, in addition 
to the present authorized number, must be obtained, 

3, Equipment , — All unit commanders are in agreement that bundles must 
be tied together. There appears to be some disagreement as to the extent 
of bundle identification. As has happened, in the past, if. a unit', uses a 
bundle light and they manage to recover their equipment without being 
shot up, it is felt that this is unquestionably the proper method, whereas 
a unit using lights and getting bodly shot. up finds it impossible to recover : 
its equipment and feels that the use- of a light is a serious mistake. All 
things . considered, the soundest*- plan appears to be: ^ First, to tie all bund- 
les together, so .arranging the jumpmaster's trip switch so. they will- be 
released simultaneously; next, identify separate bundles with vitrolyte or • ; 
similar luminous markings and,' in addition, use the rope knot system; further 1 , 
it must be emphasized in training that every weapon and round of ammunition * 
and piece of equipment must be recovered from the DZ without delay, and 
that units must recover their own equipment. If a unit is .unable to carry 
off all of its loads, then a recover detail must be put to work arid a dump 
established. Bundles, must be jettisoned in the-; stick and not before, 

A.. Individual. Equipment . — The parachute must be eouipped with a quick" 
release device.. Individuals whose load permits ^ust jump : . with an M-l-idhe. 
A caliber .45 pistol should be worn by each jumper during descent so as to 
be available irjimedi^tely upon landing. The use of the M-l Rifle Container" 
is not imperative. Individuals must be trained to carry their full and = ' 
complete, combat load, wearing all of their equipment in some training ex- 
ercises and, in addition, each individual load must be checked with a "view 
to his prompt. and expeditious clearance through the door. Several serious 
delays occurred because individuals could not get cut promptly. This was 
caused by faulty wearing of equipment, improper carrying. of arms, etc, and 
must be eliminated by proper inspection and training, * : ' : - ■. 

5. Arms ,— Because of the nature of the fighting in' NORMANDY, the BAR- 
was most desirable, being of a high rate of fire, long range, high penetra- * 
tiye power, light, 'and highly mobile . *s a result of this operation, all 
unit commanders feel that they would like to have two BAR ! s jumped in. every 
squad. This will permit a unit to engage promptly in a heavy, fire fight im- 
mediately upon landing. However, list's must alsg> be dropped by bundle.- 
There is no ' substitute for them on many missions. Obviously, more weapons 
will be on the ground than parachute units can properly employ.. Thisvwill., 
necessitate the use' of a salvage crew, ' *' . - 

» . * ■ 
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Steps are being taken to jump the bazooka ' M ith a round of ammunition on an 
individual in future operations. The Gammon n -renade with two fragmentation 
grenades per man was very satisfactory, 

6* Artillery , — All commanders were highly enthusiastic in their 
praise of the artillery support received. They also, without exception, 
would like to see more work done with a view to developing and perfecting 
the use of parachute field artillery* Even with the present small percentage 
of recovery of weapons, they feel that the support available to them from 
the weapons recovered more than justifies the loss incurred in the drop. 

7. En emy Rea cti.on . — The enemy appeared to engage with all moans at 
his disposal *11 airborne troops during their descent. It was most signif- 
icant, however, that the Germans remained holed up after the parachutists 
landed, and attempted little aggressive action for some long time. The gliders 
seemed to attract particular attention, and were very vulnerable immediately 
upon landing. 

8. Our Own Tro ops, — The conclusions drawn from the past operations 
appear after study of NEPTIINE to be sound. Every stick must assemble on its 
own eouipment promptly upon landing, regardless of the situation at hand 
and the amount of fire. From there the assembly must proceed as fast as 
circumstances permit. All enemy communications must be destroyed immediately. 
All roads must be mined. . Troops must stay off the roads. Use the roads to 
ambush the enemy. Hove across country. Move promptly with all eouipment, 
arms, and ammunition that it is possible to get without too great a delay * 

A unit will never assemble all of its men, so that every commander will be 
faced with a decision as to when to move with the strength at hand. Only 
he can make this decision on the spot. It is most important, however, that 
the hours of darkness be used for the seisure of key points and objectives. 
The enemy reaction becomes increasingly violent with daylight 0 

It is most important that, every officer participating in the exercise, 
regardless of grade, be briefed on the mission of the, Division as a whole, 
and understand in a general way the priority of importance of the Division^ 
objectives, and how the subordinate units of the Division are going to seize 
these objectives. It is clear from both the Sicilian Campaign and 'the NOKIA DY 
Campaign that this common understanding on the part of all participating 
officers is of the utmost importance, 

9* Pathfinder Aids, — In country as heavily held as NORMANDY, setting 
up and operating three lighted T ! s per regimental DZ is impossible. Qne coded 
light, or a. different type light, appears to be more satisfactory. 'The' size 
of the pathfinder defensive- group does not have" to be as large as ' that of -.. 
NJiPTUNE. A few automatic weapons and a bazooka can hold off most. ! any.. Ger^n 
force, that will ..operate at night.,- ' ' 

~~ s . •* 

W». .Airborne - SOP ^-The SHAEF Airborne SOP in general appeals, to* be \ 
satisfactory x It. must be closely adhered to, particularly in' regard to Che r . 
20-minute .warning., the 4~rc.nu.te warning, and the green light* It is of the 
utmost importance in a combat operation that the spead of the troop. .carry?* 
ing aircraft not bxs. excessive, * T ith the extremely heavy load ca.rrie'd;.^ 
most junipers, serious physical injury results, eouipment is lost,! and ; £req-», 
uently the parachute: rrialf unctions in jumping from a high-speed plane© . r . 

: . 11. feat her Conditions t; — It is interesting to note in Operation NEPTUNE 
that weather conditions wore almost ideal until shortly after crossing; the ... -- : 
West coast of the peninsula. There *> dense fog was encountered that. lasted " 
almost up* to the IfiSRDERET River, This caused considerable dispersion and 
error in the drop of the 50?th and 50£th Parachute' Infantry Regiments, with 
the error generally being that of dropping well beyond the DZ where the fog 
first cleared c Unfortunately, this put most of the equipment in the. MERDERET 
River or the swamps. or tributaries of that river. The 505th Parachute Infantry, 
jumping Erst of the ffERDERET River, landed with most of its msn jh the DZ area, 
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and promptly undertook to accomplish its mission. The 507;th and 508th. 
Parachute Infantries, with eoual promptness, moved to accomplish what "was * 
considered the next most important mission, and that was the seizure of , . 
crossings over the IffiRDKRET River. Due to the wide dispersion of the^e-.' 
units, this took a bit more time than was anticipated. 

12» Training , — Our present training policies are sound. Night re- 
organization and assembly exercises must be held at least twice weekly. Full 
combat loads carried whenever possible. Prompt aggressive action by each 
individual is imperative immediately upon landing, regardless of enemy in- 
terference' and must be insisted upon in training. An individual or small unit 
that "holes up" and does noth'ihg is ultimately isolated and destroyed* An 
airborne unit has the initiative upon landing, it must retain it. This is 
the essence of successful reorganization and accomplishment of a mission. 

. • A number. of airborne commanders present recommended that, it be- suggested 
to Troop* Garrier unit commanders that they conduct unit proficiency tests 
similar to ; those conducted in this -Division.' Each unit to be given a mis- 
sion and be reouired to execute it under simulated combat conditions. Ex- 
act numerical ratings to be given based upon marshalling, briefing, order, 
flight, timing and accuracy of drop and these ratings then be made known to 
the entire command. The troops and unit commanders of this Division are. 
willing and 'anxious to assist in any way possible in. the conduct - of this 
type training V. . 
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